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Those Who Would Enjoy the 
More Abundant Spiritual 
Life Must Seek It Daily 
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JANUARY, FEBRUARY, MARCH, 1938 
Now Ready for Distribution 





Jesus taught his disciples to ask only a daily portion from 
Heaven’s inexhaustible store—“daily bread”—“daily forgive- 
ness from sin”—“daily deliverance from temptation.” 

It has been the sole purpose of THE UPPER ROOM from 
the beginning to endeavor to re-establish in the minds of 
Christians, regardless of faith or creed, the necessity of some 
form of daily devotions, out of which will most surely come 
a new spiritual vitality for both individuals and church con- 
gregations. 


Many pastors and group leaders will want to use copies of 
the January, February, March issue of THE UPPER 
ROOM as a Christmas gift to members of Bible Classes, 
Young People’s Groups, Missionary Societies, and to in- 
dividual members of the congregation. Special Christmas 
envelopes, in two colors, will be furnished at one cent each, 
postpaid, in quantities of ten or more; plain, unprinted, at 
fifty cents per hundred, postpaid. 


Use one of the order forms below. 


INDIVIDUAL SUBSCRIPTION * 


THe Upper Room, 
Doctors’ Building, 
Nashville, Tenn. 


CONSIGNMENT ORDER 


Issue for January, February, March 
(For use of Pastor or Group Leader. 
Order ten or more copies.) 
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TRAVEL BOOKS 
by H. V. Morton 


In the Steps of St. Pau 


The author of the famous “Search” books 
re-creates the figure of the great apostle 
against the background of his four journeys 
through Asia Minor and along the shores 


of the Mediterranean. $2.50 
In the Steps of the Master $3.00 
In Search of Scotland 3.00 
In Search of England 3.00 
In Search of Ireland 3.00 








The Spiritual Life 
by Evelyn Underhill $1.25 


In this book the author discusses the 
spiritual life as communion with God and 
as cooperation with God. She also answers 
such questions as: ‘“‘How can we explain 
suffering and sin?’’ ‘‘How can we make God 
real to ourselves?’ and ‘‘How, in the 
crowded hours of modern-day life, can we 
develop a technique for spiritual living?” 


A Diary of Private Prayer 
by John Baillie $1.50 


Intended for private use, but those respon- 
sible for public worship will find some ex- 
cellent material. 


I Will Lift Up Mine Eyes 
by Glenn Clark $1.50 


The author of The Soul’s Sincere Desire has 
published his long-awaited book on the 
technique of prayer. His “camps fartherest 
out” have drawn thousands of people who 
have been tremendously helped by his mes- 
sage and method. This book will stand 
with Herman's Creative Prayer as the best 
literature available on the subject. 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS Each, 50c 


Individually boxed, bound in keratol, 
stamped in gold. Each book comes with 
a ribbon marker. 


As a Man Thinketh 


A book to stimulate men and women to the 
discovery and perception of truth. 


Daily Food 


A book of Scriptural reading for every day 
of the year. 


Precious Bible Promises 


Cheering and inspiring promises for yearly 
reading. 


Kept for the Master’s Use 


A beautiful contribution toward comfort 
and spiritual grace. 


Gold Dust 


A collection of golden counsel for the sancti- 
fication of daily life. 


Imitation of Christ 


Inspiration, comfort, and encouragement 
in the turmoil and discord of today. 





Presbyterian Book Stores 


Richmond, Va. Texarkana, Tex. 
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Che Dtar 


By STeLLta BLANCHE STUART 


Shepherds watching on the bills Wise men waiting for this Star 
Centuries ago Saw its wondrous light 

Bowed their heads in sudden awe And came riding from afar, 
At the Star’s white glow. Riding day and night. 


Holy light, radiant light, 
White light from the Star, 
Still calls wisest men of earth 
To gather from afar. 
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January for Training 


By E. B. PatsLey* 


HE January term at the General Assembly’s 

Training School comes at a time in the work 

of the local church when it is most easy for 
workers to be away from home. The Christmas 
season is over and spring duties have not yet de- 
veloped. Therefore, why not adopt the motto, 
“January for Training”? 

According to the original idea at the founding of 
the Assembly’s Training School, this institution was 
to be as much concerned with the training of 
volunteer leaders as of paid workers. Such a de- 
mand, however, soon developed for full-time work- 
ers that practically all the students at the Training 
School were offered employment in the Church, 
and as a consequence the training of these full-time 
workers became central in the curriculum and the 
life at the school. 

The Assembly’s Training School, however, has 
always recognized its obligation for the training of 
volunteer workers and has sought to provide some 
way in which this could be effectively accom- 
plished. Correspondence courses and the visitation 
of the faculty to various churches have been pro- 
vided, but not until the Training School came to 
offer a brief intensive term did it reach a satisfac- 
tory way of promoting such training. The January 
term each year is now planned with the purpose of 
furnishing courses for volunteer leaders and for 
paid workers who wish to continue their studies. 
During this term it is possible for a student to enroll 
in three courses and to receive a full term’s credit 
in each. The cost is small, and workers are able to 
receive this training without being absent from 
local churches more than four weeks. 

The courses offered during January, 1938, are rich 
and varied, centering around the effective teaching 
of the Bible. These courses have been planned to 
give the greatest help to leaders of young people in 


*Rev. E. B. Paisley, D.D., is president of the General Assem- 
bly’s Training School for Lay Workers. 


the local church, Sunday-school teachers in the 
children’s division, teachers of the Bible in the 
Woman’s Auxiliary, and independent students of 
the Bible. During the first two weeks, Rev. Wallace 
Alston, Director of Young People’s Work for the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S., will offer a course for 
two hours each day, “Counseling Youth.” This 
course will provide an opportunity for adult leaders 
of young people to study some of the principles 
underlying individual development, with particular 
emphasis upon techniques by which the adult friend 
of youth may have some part in directing and 
molding this growth. 

This will be followed during the last two weeks 
by a course taught by Dr. Laurence Kinney, “The 
Bible and Its Present-day Use.” A number of great 
ideas drawn from the Bible, especially significant 
for our age, such as Inspiration, the Nature of 
Authority, Relation of Science and Religion, and 
the Absoluteness of Ethical Values, will be studied 
in their relation to modern life. Their harmony 
with the standards of our Church will be indicated. 
Application of these Biblical principles will be made 
to the problems which face workers dealing with 
student life and directors of religious education 
programs in local churches. 

These two courses will offer a splendid oppor- 
tunity for counselors and leaders of young people 
to secure help for the many problems confronting 
them in this work. 

There will be four courses in the study of the 
Bible. The Woman’s Auxiliary unit of Bible study 
for the year 1938-39 will be taught by Dr. Henry 
Mack. Miss Jean Dupuy will teach a course in 
Mark and one in Galatians. Dr. Kinney will offer a 


course in the Historical Books of the Old Testa- 
ment. Other courses will be Child Psychology and 
the Psychology of Religion, taught by Dr. W. 2 # 
Thompson; and the Christian Ideal for Human 
Society and Apologetics (for graduate students), 
taught by Dr. O. E. Buchholz. 













Unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon 
his shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty Got, 
The everlasting Father, The Prince of Peace. 
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N SEPTEMBER, 1937, Robert E. Speer 
I completed forty-six years of service with 

the Board of Foreign Missions of the Pres- 
byterian Church, U. S. A., and, having reached 
the age of seventy on the tenth of that month, 
retired from the senior secretaryship. Dur- 
ing this half century of service, Dr. Speer 
has provided a unique leadership for foreign 
missions in this country, approximated per- 
haps only by that of John R. Mott. We of 
the Southern Presbyterian Church have al- 
ways looked up to Dr. Speer with confidence 
and loving admiration, and he has often been 
present in our conferences and our conven- 
tions. We confidently look forward to the 
next fifteen or twenty years, which we learn 
Dr. Speer plans to devote to the writing of a 
srries of books, as one of the most fruitful 
periods of his life. 

We quote some paragraphs from a tribute 
to Dr. Speer, written by William Hiram 
Foulkes and published in the Presbyterian 
Tribune: 





His Christian integrity stands out preéminent 
among his other qualities. No other Christian in our 
generation, certainly none within the pale of the 
Presbyterian Church, looms up so large as a tower of 
moral and spiritual strength as does Dr. Speer. His 
life, which is an open book among us, has been 
builded upon the immortal Rock. There is something 
truly majestic in the solidity of his character. For 
half a century and more men have trusted him and 
have not found him wanting. He is a twentieth- 
century Christian stalwart, a giant tree in the forest 
with his roots deep down, and, like the One whom 
he has so devotedly served, he has become a rock in 
a weary land to multitudes of wayfaring souls. The 
exacting honesty of Dr. Speer’s mental processes is 
both a rebuke and an inspiration to those whose 
thinking has been all too easy-going. . .. How many times 
a General Assembly has waited to hear what Dr. Speer 
sey have to say, and when it heard, it was satisfied to 
eed! 

Dr. Speer’s industry is nothing less than prodigious and 
his energy indefatigable. The voluminous correspondence 
he has carried on, all these years, with the far-flung mis- 
sionary force of the Church, and with multitudes of per- 
sons in the home land, as well as with Christian leaders 
around the world, has required a remarkable complex of 
qualities—insight into human nature, wide-ranging special 
interests, mastery of administrative fidelity, considerate- 
ness of others, and unwearied spirit. No other leader in 





Dr. Robert E. 


Retires 


Speer 





Cut used by courtesy of Women and Missions 


Robert Elliott Speer 


the Christian Church of our day has wrought himself, self- 
lessly at that, more inextricably into the fabric of our 
Christian thought and enterprise than he. . . 

Here he stands, to go in and out among us, please God, 
for years to come, foursquare to all the winds, monu- 
mental mind, conscience like a razor blade, lover of truth 
and beauty, lover of men for Christ’s sake, humble and 
bold, a modern incarnation of the spirit of the galaxy of 
“saints, apostles, prophets, martyrs” to whom “to live is 
Christ” and to whom to die, with so glorious a harvest on 
the other side, will be deathless gain. 








great joy, fhich shall be to all people. 
For unto you is horn this dev in the city 


And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, behold, JI bring vou good tidings of 


of Dasid a Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. 
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The Oxford Conference and Missions 


By Frank W. Price* 


(The illustrations with this article are used by courtesy of the Federal Council Bulletin.) 





The Archbishop of York (center), Archbishop Germanos, and the 
Moderator of the Church of Scotland (Dr. Dugald MacFarlane) 
arrive at Edinburgh 


HE Oxford and Edinburgh Conferences, this 

year, and the World Missionary Conference 

planned for Hangchow next year, mark a 
turning point in the history of the Christian 
Church. The past century has seen the greatest 
missionary movement, the most far-reaching expan- 
sion of Christianity, since the days of St. Paul. Now 
the Church is planted and growing in Asia, Africa 
and Oceania as well as in Europe and the Americas. 
We speak of the lands of the older churches and 
lands of the younger churches. Missions repre- 
sented the outreach of the older churches to new 
territory and new peoples. Now we are beginning 
to see a world Church. A world Christian commu- 
nity is becoming a reality. 

The Oxford Conference on Life and Work 
brought together 500 official delegates and 300 as- 
sociate delegates from 45 countries and go branches 
of the Protestant and Eastern Orthodox Churches. 
The six chairmen of the Conference included one 
from America, one from England, one from 


“Rev. Frank W. Price is a missionary of our Church, located at 
Nanking, China. He is the son of Dr. P. Frank Price, ex- 
moderator of our General Assembly. He was born in China, and, 
at the request of the Church of Christ in China, his membership 
is in a native Chinese presbytery. He is now on furlough in this 
country. 


Sweden, one from Greece, one from 
France, one from India. The services of 
worship twice a day in St. Mary’s Church 
were held in English, German, French, 
and Greek. All of the delegates gathered 
at the Lord’s table in the final service of 
Holy Communion, at which the Arch- 
bishop of Canterbury presided. Both 
missionary and national representatives 
were present from the mission lands in 
which our Southern Presbyterian Church 
is especially interested—China, Japan, 
Korea, Mexico, Brazil, and Africa. Our 
Southern Presbyterian Church was repre- 
sented by four splendid ministers—Rev. 
Stuart R. Oglesby, Rev. Marion A. Boggs, 
Rev. J. R. Cunningham, and Rev. John 
M. Alexander. Rev. C. L. King was an 
associate delegate. All of these men are 
deeply interested in missions and the 
world-wide Church. I was privileged to 
attend as an official delegate from the 
Church of Christ in China. Finally, it 
may be noted that Dr. J. H. Oldham, 
Chairman of the Research Commission 
which mobilized the outstanding Christian scholars 
of the world in preparation of books and preliminary 
papers for the Conference, and Dr. John R. Mott, 
who presided at all the open discussions, have been 
closely identified with the missionary movement for 
nearly half a century. 

Dr. Mott and Dr. Oldham were the two most 
active leaders in the first World Missionary Con- 
ference at Edinburgh in 1910—a conference which 
marked the dawn of an ecumenical or world-church 
consciousness among Christians of all lands. Since 
the Great War there have been two other move- 
ments, represented by the Universal Christian Coun- 
cil on Life and Work and the Faith and Order 
Conferences, which have stimulated the interchange 
of Christian thought and experience over the world 
and have hastened the coming of a united Church. 
Now these three streams—the World Missionary 
Movement, Life and Work, Faith and Order—are 
converging. Each will keep its identity and special 
purpose and services for the present, but each 1s 
also contributing to the new ecumenical movement. 

The churches in mission lands were vitally in- 
terested in the five topics around which the dis- 
cussions at Oxford centered. The Church and Its 
Community—this brought up questions of the 
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Mrs. Wai King Taai Chik and Dr. Francis Wei read the 
news from home 
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relations of Christian minorities to a non-Christian 
social environment and of race prejudices and dis- 
criminations. The Church and State—every mission 
land, especially those where the spirit of nationalism 
is rising, feels the tension between loyalty to God 
and loyalty to the demands of the State. The 
Church, Community and State in Relation to the 
Social Order—the clash of social and economic 
theories in the Far Fast and the challenge of secular 
life and interests ev erywhere make this a vital topic 
for the younger churches. The Church and Educa- 
tion—a large part of the report of this section dealt 
with problems of freedom in Christian education 
and training of youth which are acute in many 
mission fields. “The Universal Church and _ the 
World of Nations—here the younger churches felt 
that they were becoming a part of the world 
Church, giving as well as receiving. The difficulties 
of Christianizing international relations were faced 
frankly from the standpoint of the “have-not” 




































Father Sergius Bulgakoff of the Russian Seminary 


Three leaders of younger churches—Timothy Tingfang Lew of in Paris. Formerly a Marxist professor of economics 
China; Bishop V.S. Azariah, of South India; Bishop Sasaki of Japan in Moscow. 
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nations and colonies and new states as well as from 
the standpoint of established western powers. 

The ideas and interpretations of the European 
delegates tended to dominate in many of the Oxford 
reports. Next in influence came the American dele- 
gation. Although several national delegates from 
mission lands spoke, yet special conditions and prob- 
lems in Asia, Africa, and the Pacific islands were 
not given the careful consideration which they will 
receive at the World Missionary Conference of 
1938 at Hangchow. This next missionary con- 
ference will consider especially the witness, message, 
and task of the younger churches and their relation 
to the Church Universal. 

For example the European concept of community 
as volk, or national group with common ties of 
language and culture, prevailed in most of the re- 
ports and discussions. The rural community which 
has such an important place in the Asiatic coun- 
tries and in Africa was hardly mentioned. 

Again the European theology which saw demonic 
forces at work in the totalitarian states and at times 
called for almost complete withdrawal of the 
Church from its environment was strange to many 
eastern delegates who are vitally interested in the 
part which Christianity can play in the reconstruc- 
tion of their nations. 

However, these differences of emphasis and at- 
titude only serve to show how the different parts 
of the Church Universal need each other and can 
help each other. The world Church will be richer 
for the contribution of the church in every land 
and for varied interpretations and experiences. The 


December, 1937 


result will be not a uniform church but a growing 
unity of faith and spirit as the Church faces a great 
secular world and all the forces that would divide 
mankind and challenge the reign of God in human 
life. A World Council of Churches has been pro- 
posed and plans have been set in motion for its 
organization. 

The Oxford Conference met in the shadow of 
war in both Europe and Asia. But it did not com- 
promise its testimony. In its Message to the Chris- 
tian Churches of the world, it said: 

“We have tried during these days at Oxford to 
look without illusion at the chaos and disintegration 
of the world, the injustices of the social order, and 
the menace and horror of war. The world is anxious 
and bewildered and full of pain and fear. We are 
troubled yet we do not despair. Our hope is an- 
chored in the living God. In Christ, and in the union 
of man with God and of man with man, which He 
creates, life, even in the face of all these evils has a 
meaning. In His name we set our hands, as the 
servants of God and in Him of one another, to the 
task of proclaiming God’s message of redemption, 
of living as His children, and of combatting in- 
justice, cruelty, and hate. The Church can be of 
good cheer; it hears its Lord saying, “I have over- 
come the world.” 

Missions takes on a new significance in this great 
task of working with God to build a Christian 
world, of bringing world peace, and of realizing the 
prayer of Christ, “That they all may be one.” Ox- 
ford brought new hope and new inspiration to 
Christian missions. 





Veace, Good GHill to Men 


Great was that fair dawning 

When the shepherds heard 

Bethlehem’s green hillsides 

Sounding back the word! 

How their hearts went bounding 

With the mystery then, 

For the world was yearning, 
“Peace, good will to men!” 


Some day dawns that morning 
When all men shall show 

By their singing voices 

What their fond hearts know; 
When all nations joining 

In grand chorus then, 

Sing to listening angels 
“Peace, good will in men.” 

DoNALD FRAZER 


In The New Outlook. 
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IMPORTANT 
Every new book in the following list may be secured from the Presbyterian Book Stores, Richmond, Va., or Texarkana, Texas. ; 
While, by General Assembly order we cannot assume the respcnsibility for any of these reviews, we gladly present them to \ 
you in the hope that the comments and impressions of these Presbyterian leaders may guide you in your future book purchases. : 
‘ 


Books Received: 


Ship East Ship West, by Elizabeth Miller Lobingier. Friend- 
ship Press. 85 pages. Cloth $1.00; paper 5o¢. 

A Primary Teacher's Guide on World Peace, by Elizabeth 
Miller Lobingier. Friendship Press. 48 pages. (To be 
used with Ship East Ship West.) 


A review of the following books will be found in: 


PROGRAM BUILDER for December, 1937— 


Why Worship, by Muriel Lester. Cokesbury. 25¢. 
Operation in One—One-Act Play on China, by Maude 
Taylor Sarvis. Student Volunteer Movement. 25¢. 
World Peace and Christian Missions, by Harold E. Fey. 
Friendship Press. 35¢. 

“None Other Gods,” by W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. Harpers. 
$1.50. 

The Future Belongs to You, by Roy A. Burkhart. Abing- 
don Press. 35¢. 

This issue also carries a list of Christmas plays. 


ONWARD, December 19, 1937— 


Book of Marvels, by Richard Halliburton. Bobbs-Merrill 
Company. $2.50. 


THE MINISTER—HIS WORLD AND HIS WORK. By 
William Adams Brown. Cokesbury Press. 248 pages. 
$2.00. 

Every minister should read, from time to time, books 
that deal with the practical side of his work. The book 
before us is an excellent example of this type of reading. 
William Adams Brown has given his life to the training of 
men for the ministry. He is a great teacher, and in this 
book he talks as a teacher to the practical needs of men 
in the ministry. The book has grown out of a series of 
lectures given to groups of Southern ministers in Texas. 
The first four chapters are given to a survey of the world 
situation in which the minister finds himself today. The 
remaining five chapters study the work of the minister as 
the priest (the mediator of God), as the evengelist, as the 
teacher, as the pastor, and as the churchman. This is a 
helpful and stimulating book that is certain to enrich the 
ministry of those who read it. 

—Ho.mes Rorston, Rockbridge Baths, Virginia. 


THE JOURNEY OF THE CHRIST CHILD. By Made- 
leine S. Miller. Fleming H. Revell. 31 pages. 75¢. 

This is an attractively written account of the Christmas 
story. The author has given a vivid picture of the scene. 
She and her husband traveled in the country where Jesus 
was born. The following sentences give a background for 
the writing: “I have been wanting to tell you all about the 
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wonderful dream I had, that afternoon in the train, coming 
up from Egypt. Do you remember my enthusiasm over 
the tall white camel, carrying a mother and child out over 
the desert sands, led by a man in white? Somehow, that . 
sight must have set me dreaming, for I seemed to be in ' 
Bethlehem when Mary and Joseph came to enroll.” The 
local color which Mrs. Miller's experience lends gives a 
realistic touch and still preserves the facts of the story in ' 
almost every detail. The book will be especially appro- 
priate as a gift, and would be suitable for reading aloud 
to a family group. 
—AtTHA S. Bowman, Richmond, Virginia. 


GREAT SERMONS ON WORLD PEACE. Compiled 
and Edited by J. Gilchrist Lawson. Round Table Press. 
200 pages. $2.00. 

This volume contains twelve sermons on Peace by such 
eminent preachers as: George A. Oldham; William Tem- 
ple (Archbishop of York); W. P. Merrill; Harry Emerson 
Fosdick; Wm. E. Beiderwolf; Ernest F. Tittle; Francis J. 
McConnell; Edgar DeWitt Jones; Louis L. Mann; Agnes 
Maude Royden; Joseph Fort Newton; and Harold P. 
Sloan. While all of these writers are interested in pro- 
moting world peace, they represent somewhat different 
viewpoints as to how to attain that goal. The book is a 
mine of figures and facts, appeals and arguments, illustra- 
tions and quotations, and contains much valuable homileti- 
cal material. In addition to sermons, there is an appendix 
of selected passages from the Scriptures, on the subject of 
war and peace, and also quotations from the writings of 
many of the writers and thinkers of our own day. It is a 
worth-while book. | 

—Joun A. MacLean, Richmond, Virginia. 


WORLD PEACE AND CHRISTIAN MISSIONS. By 

Harold E. Fey. Friendship Press. 64 pages. 35¢. 

The author of this little book is a former missionary in 
the Philippine Islands and is now Executive Secretary of 
the Fellowship of Reconciliation. The thesis of this book 
is that the Christian world community, with foundations 
that are being laid by the missionary outreach of Chris- 
tianity, and the cause of world peace are inseparably re- 
lated. The author clearly states his position in these 
words, “For the author of these lines, complete and _ ir- 
revocable refusal to sanction, support, or to participate in 
war, international or civil, is inescapably involved in being 
a Christian. But he does not attempt to judge others who 
conscientiously hold a different point of view. God and 
history will judge us all. Our concern must be to measure 
the cost in terms of our own day’s deepest need of an 
absolute commitment to the God of Love and to his grow- 
ing world community and then to pay the cost no matter 
how great, in simple faith that love is eternal and cannot 




















































714 THE 


be defeated, even by death.” In the appendix of this little 

book are some questions on each chapter, enhancing the 

value of the volume for use in discussion groups. 
—Wattace M. Atston, Richmond, Virginia. 


SOUTHERN CHARACTER SKETCHES. By Betsy 
Hamilton.* Edited by Julia Moore Smith. The Dietz 
Press. 142 pages. $2.00. 

Everybody a generation ago delighted in Betsy Hamil- 
ton’s sketches of Southern characters. Those who did not 
read the Atlanta Constitution read Harper's Weekly, in 
both of which publications these inimitable stories appeared. 
The present generation readers might have been the poorer 
had not Betsy Hamilton’s daughter, Julia Moore Smith, 
rescued her mother’s writings from the limbo of those 
old magazine files and compiled this very charming volume. 
I deem it a real privilege to voice my delight in this little 
book. You feel that her characters are drawn from life, 
whether the whites from the hill country of Alabama or 
‘the blacks from the lowlands. The dialect is distinctive 
but never forced, and, above all, easy to read. 

—EMMa SPEED SAMPSON, Richmond, Virginia. 


REBUILDING RURAL AMERICA. By Mark A. Dawber. 

Friendship Press. 294 pages. $1.00. 

One lays aside this book with the distinct impression 
that the author knows his subject, both from study and ex- 
perience. His analysis of the probleme confronting Rural 
America commands the reader’s agreement. It is refresh- 
ing to sense his confidence in the Church as the organiza- 
tion to take the lead in the solution of the problems. His 
basic idea is that rebuilt Rural America will be peopled 
with individuals who have been rebuilt through the serv- 
ice of functioning rural churches. As one ponders the 
clear-cut suggestions offered to the Church, one feels that 
he just must try them in his own communiy; they seem 
so workable, and with them one can begin at home without 
first having to revamp the whole social order. 

—C. M. Hanna, Raphine, Virginia. 


THE CHURCH AND AMERICAN RURAL LIFE. By 
Benson Y. Landis. Council of Women for Home Mis- 
sions and Missionary Education Movement. 41 pages. 
25¢. 

This is a study course for adult groups based upon Re- 
building Rural America, by Dr. Mark A. Dawber, reviewed 
in this section. This little volume raises a number of 
questions of vital concern in our day. Leaders using Dr. 
Dawber’s book will want to secure this auxiliary to it. 

—Henry W. McLavucuttin, Richmond, Virginia. 


NONE OTHER GODS. By W. A. Visser ’t Hooft. Harper 

& Brothers. 185 pages. $1.50. 

Professor Reinhold Niebuhr, who writes the introduc- 
tion for this book, says: “None Others Gods is an expo- 
sition of Christian life and faith from the most influential 
leader of Christian young people in the Protestant church.” 
W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, who is the Secretary of the World’s 


*Betsy Hamilton (Mrs. Idora McClellan Moore) was always in- 
terested in the Presbyterian Home for Children in her own 
home town, Talladega, Alabama. Some years ago, she created 
the “Betsy Hamilton Scholarship” for this institution, with a 
perpetual endowment fund to meet its obligation. 
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Student Christian Federation, is undeniably in the Barthian 
succession. His realistic unmasking of world conditions js 
more than matched in this book by his faith in the un- 
limited God at work. The most important single con- 
tribution of the book is Visser ’t Hooft’s treatment of the 
Christian community and the implications of the Christian 
community for totalitarian movements, the world of mod- 
ern thought, the university world, etc. By a careful read- 
ing of this book one is led anew to face Jesus Christ and 
to seek his will in a mad, war-torn, and war-threatened 
world. 
—Wattace M. Atston, Richmond, Virginia. 


CONCERNING PREACHERS (What All Preachers 
Should Know). By Josiah Blake Tidwell. Fleming H. 
Revell. 188 pages. $1.50. 

The author has given us in this volume a veritable mul- 
tum in parvo. In 188 pages, he covers the whole ground 
of the minister’s call, preparation, life, and service. Clearly 
and concisely, we have here “wise counsel on every phase 
of the pastor-preacher’s work” and warnings “against many 
snags that imperil one’s usefulness in this delicate and de- 
cisive business.” This is a splendid book to put into the 
hands of young men preparing for or just beginning their 
ministry, but even ministers who have been in active serv- 
ice for some time will find much that is helpful and stim- 
ulating. 

—J. S. AvBertson, Richmond, Virginia. 


THE ESSENTIALS OF AN EFFECTIVE MINISTRY. 
By H. A. Boaz. Cokesbury Press. 137 pages. $1.00. 
The first five chapters of this book are a series of lec- 

tures to young ministers. The sixth, and last, is a sermon 

on the text, “What think ye of Christ? whose son is he?” 

The chapter headings, in the light of the title, are an in- 

dication of the importance of the contents to every 

preacher of the Word: “A Deep and Rich Religious Ex- 
perience,” “A Divine Call to Preach,” “Thorough Prep- 
aration,” “The Shepherd’s Heart,” “Preaching Ability,” 
and “The Great Question.” The author presents a fresh 
appraisal of the glory and value of the ministry and bases 
his position firmly upon the Word of God. The book is 
worthy of any minister’s reading, and should challenge 
him to greater consecration and effort. 

—Cuaries E, Mount, Versailles, Kentucky. 


HIGHLAND HERITAGE. By Edwin E. White. Friend- 
ship Press. 195 pages. $1.00. 

The author, pastor for the past eleven years of the 
Pleasant Hill Community Church, Pleasant Hill, Tennes- 
see, has written a keenly sympathetic narrative of his ob- 
servations and conclusions in regard to the history, prog- 
ress, problems, and hopes for the Eastern Highlands of 
America. Highland Heritage will prove to be a most val- 
uable book for those who would know intimately the prob- 
lem of our mountain country. The chapter divisions are 
as follows: 1. Rediscovering America; 2. At Home in the 
Hills; 3. To Make a Living; 4. Isolation and Emergence; 
5. Because Someone Cared; 6. Prospects and Possibilities; 
7. Facing Today’s Demands; 8. The Church’s Part. The 
reading list printed in the back of the book indicates the 
increasing interest of the American people in this remain- 
ing frontier. eer 

—Smitey Wiuuiams, Welch, West Virginia. 




















937 


hian 
1s is 


con- 
the 
stian 
nod- 
ead- 

and 
ened 


ia. 


shers 


mul- 
ound 
early 
hase 
nany 
1 de- 
» the 
their 
serv- 
stim- 


rRY. 


F lec- 
rmon 
he?” 
n in- 
every 
s Ex- 
Prep- 
ility,” 
fresh 
bases 
0k is 


lenge 
sky. 
riend- 


f the 
ennes- 
is ob- 
prog- 
ds of 
st val- 
prob- 
ns are 
in the 
gence; 
vilities; 
. The 
es the 
emain- 


inia. 








H. KERR TAYLOR, Editor 
Box 330 





FOREIGN MISSIONS 


MARGARET McNEILLY, Assistant Editor 
Nashville, Tenn. 























Young 





UR whole Church is interested in the great 
Youth Convention on World Missions which 
is to be held in Atlanta, Georgia, December 

28-30. The convention is being sponsored by the 
four Executive Committees of our Church. A gen- 
eral Convention Committee is in charge of it. This 
committee is as follows: General Chairman, Dr. 
C. Darby Fulton; Vice-chairman and Chairman on 
Publicity, Dr. Claude H. Prichard; Convention 
Director, Rev. Wallace M. Alston; Chairman of 
Program, H. Kerr Taylor; Chairman on Registra- 
tion, Miss Winnifred Kellersberger; Chairman on 
Findings, Dr. Henry H. Sweets, and Chairman on 
Local Arrangements, Rev. L. A. David. In addition 
to this committee a large Advisory Committee con- 
sisting of ministers and laymen throughout the 
Church has been functioning. Other committees 
tepresenting each synod of the Church have also 
assumed definite responsibility. 

Speakers of note have been invited to have a 
place on the program. These include: Dr. Robert 
E. Speer, Dr. John Mackay, Dr. Oscar Blackwelder, 
of Washington, D. C., Dr. W. Taliaferro Thomp- 
son, Rev. Frank W. Price of Nanking, China, Dr. 
Frank Baker of Lavras, Brazil, Dr. William Elliot, 
Jr., Atlanta, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Dr. Homer Mc- 
Millan, and many others. These speakers insure a 
program that will be second to none. A treat is in 
store for all who attend. 

The theme of the convention will be “Facing 
Our World with the Living Christ.” Different 
sessions of the convention will consider such topics 
as: “The Task That Has Been Accomplished”; 


and 


World Missions 


By H. Kerr Taytor 


People 





“Facing Our World Today”; “Facing Our Task 
Ahead.” Definite consideration will also be given, 
particularly in forum discussions, to “Finding My 
Place in the Task.” 


The coming of this convention in this crucial time 
in international affairs is very timely and should 
mean much for the advancement of our Church’s 
mission program. There is a steadily growing con- 
viction in our Church that the Christian movement, 
and particularly that part in our own hands, must 
go forward even under war conditions which ob- 
tain in the Far East and elsewhere. There is nothing 
in the present international situation that in any 
sense modifies our missionary obligation. Rather 
the need for Christ and His gospel is made all the 
clearer by recent developments, and it is increas- 
ingly clear that we should press our missionary 
service more vigorously than heretofore. 


The heroic sacrifices of our missionaries abroad 
and at home should challenge us to increased en- 
deavor here at home. There should be a larger and 
a more sacrificial support. Our missionaries are 
remaining at their post in the midst of tragedy and 
danger. There are increased emergency expendi- 
tures necessary to care for evacuation and other 
costs incident to disturbed conditions. Such a con- 
vention of our young people should serve as a means 
not only of rallying a new and vigorous increase in 
our missionary personnel, but should also inspire 
many in our Church’s membership to a larger sense 
of personal responsibility and definite support of 
our Church’s task. 
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Mohammedanism and Our Mission 


In the Belgian Congo 


By Cuartes L, Crane* 


M* first thought, when asked to write on 
Mohammedanism as it affects our work in 
Africa, was this question, “For such an 
article, would one find sufficient material in the few 
contacts that any of the missionaries in our section 
have with Mohammedanism?” Our Presbyterian 
Mission’s area lies in the section known as the Kasai, 
and the only Mohammedans that one ever sees in the 
section are at the urban centers such as at Lusambo 
and Luebo. These are Senegalese natives from 
French Guinea who trade in leather work, ostrich 
feathers, and souvenirs that might appeal to white 
residents. Most of our natives know Moham- 
medanism only through the schools, where they 
learn a few facts about that religion that will enable 
them to be on their guard against possible propa- 
ganda of Mohammedan agents. Under the wise 
policy of the Belgian Government, Mohammedanism 
has been kept within those limits that were already 
established by Arab slave traders from the Island of 
Zanzibar. Therefore, the influence of the Moham- 
medan religion on the particular area where our 
Presbyterian Church has its work is quite negligi- 
ble. 

There are several reasons, however, why this 
subject should claim our attention, even though the 
work in which we are more vitally interested is not 
at present involved in any serious threat from 
Mohammedanism. 

First, the knowledge of the absence of such a 
danger to Protestant work, for which we have 
nothing but gratitude, should serve to clarify the 
minds of all as to just what is the principal foe to 
the Christian religion in that area where our own 
missionaries are working. Most of us do not realize 
that the native religions themselves provide a 
formidable antagonist to Christianity, and that 
where animism of the old type dies in some sec- 
tions, it has a rebirth in new types that sweep 
through whole villages. 

Again, while we know that we need to tread very 
softly with an American audience where Romanism 
is mentioned, we would be far from presenting a 
true picture of the situation if we did not bring 
out the fact that the Roman Catholic Church is 
determined to use all of its power to uproot and 
destroy all Protestant missionary effort, if possible, 


*Rev. C. L. Crane is an evangelistic and educational missionary 
located at Mutoto, Congo Belge, Africa. 


in spite of the fact that Protestant missions had 
already preémpted large sections of the Belgian 
Congo before Rome became vitally interested. 

Our second reason is that, while our own work 
may not be vitally affected at present, some of our 
sister missionary societies in the Congo must cope 
with the problem, and the vital interests of one 
society in this day and time should be the vital in- 
terest of us all. The use of the singular number in 
speaking of “the Mission to Africa” carries this 
implication with it. In the Belgian Congo there is 
a prevailing spirit of unity and codperation among 
the forty-odd missionary societies now established 
by the various branches of Protestantism in almost 
every section of the colony, this unity being further 
promoted by the Congo Protestant Council with its 
full-time general secretary. The council takes some 
cognizance of the Mohammedan problem and keeps 
in touch with the Committee on Literature for 
Moslems, as well as with other agencies for Chris- 
tian approach to Moslems. As yet, so far as we 
know, most of the missionary societies whose work 
lies in those areas where the Moslem population is 
densest have not directed so strong an effort to- 
ward winning the Moslem people as they have to- 
ward the conversion of the pagans who are 
indigenous to those areas. Most of the Moslems are 
not indigenous, as we shall see. 

The third reason is this. The statement is made 
on good authority that there are 1,500,000 Moslems 
in the Belgian Congo. These figures may be some- 
what high for a population usually placed between 
10,000,000 and 12,000,000 for the native people, but 
they at least show that the Moslem population forms 
a considerable proportion of the non-European in- 
habitants of the Congo. Most of these are de- 
scendants of Arab merchants and slave traders who 
entered Central Africa from the Island of Zanzibar 
in the early days, long before the coming of Living- 
stone, Stanley, and other European explorers into 
that area. In fact, Arab merchants entered East, 
Central, and South Africa several centuries prior 
to the European invasion of any of these sections, 
and it was through them that the slave trade had its 
most devastating effects and widest extent. It was 
the Arabs who opposed Livingstone’s efforts to stop 
this infamous traffic by opening caravan routes to 
the trade in ivory and commodities other than 
human flesh, and, in all his journeys through South 
and Central Africa, Livingstone found the Arab 
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slave trader was the main agent in promoting this 
traffic. Thus, it will be seen that the Arab in Central 
Africa was not so much concerned with the propa- 
gation of his religion as he was with enriching him- 
self at the expense of the native people. The 
propagation of Mohammedanism would have been 
a different story if this had not been true. In the 
simple African native, with his polygamous ten- 
dencies, there was provided a very fruitful field for 
the sowing of the seeds of Mohammedanism. As it 
was, the name of the “Bangwana,” which is the 
native name for the Arab in the Kasai, came to 
be a symbol of terror and the horror of burned 
villages, devastated homes, and the promotion of 
cannibalism by the incitement of native tribes to 
warfare. 

The name of Tippo Tib, an Arab of very astute 
character and wide influence, will always be as- 
sociated with the Arab invasion of Central Africa, 
as well as with the traffic in slaves. He was a 
descendant of those Arabs who pushed into Central 
Africa as far as the region of Lake Tanganyika and 
those other great lakes that form the eastern border 
of the Belgian Congo. Tippo Tib established him- 
self in the region near the place that afterwards 
became Stanleyville, and in this section he exerted 
almost absolute power over the whole area. When 
Stanley and his companion, Frank Pocock, finally 
penetrated into Central Africa and reached the point 
where the great Lualuaba with other smaller tribu- 
taries form the main body of the Congo River, their 
next move was decided by the toss of a coin—in- 
stead of going into the region known as the Katanga 
they determined to descend the Congo to its mouth. 
It was then that Tippo Tib had to be called on for 
help in this enterprise, and for a promise of ten thou- 
sand dollars he gave food, porters, and other neces- 
sary aid in negotiating the perilous rapids and other 
even worse dangers of the great river voyage. Cer- 
tainly he was moved by his greed for money rather 
than by any altruistic motive; and it is possible that 
had Tippo Tib foreseen that this journey would be 
the end of Arab domination in Central Africa as 
well as the end of the slave trade, he might not have 
been so ready to help Stanley, even.for so great a 
sum of money. Briefly, Stanley opened Central 
Africa to white civilization. King Leopold II oc- 
cupied the country with his white officers from 
Europe and black soldiers from Zanzibar and other 
places in Africa, and the Arabs were faced with a 
foe far superior in strength because of their more 
modern military equipment. However, before 
Belgium could assume complete control over the 
Congo, there were many conflicts with these Arab 
settlers. Until their final defeat at the hands of Com- 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 717 








mandant Dhanis, the Arabs were the source of tre- 
mendous trouble to the agents of King Leopold in 
stirring up the native tribes to insurrection. Before 
going into detail about these rebellions in the Kasai, 
Sankuru, and Lomami regions, where Presbyterians 
and Methodists later entered, it would be well to 
mention the beginning of the missionary enterprise 
in the Belgian Congo through the entrance of the 
Baptist churches of England and America, a part 
of the history of which, as we shall see, is germane 
to the subject. 

The Baptist Missionary Society of England sent 
its pioneer missonary, Dr. Grenfell, into the Congo 
shortly after Stanley’s exit on the West Coast of 
Africa in 1877; and the American Baptist Union 
established its work in the Lower Congo within a 
short time after the coming of Dr. Grenfell, who 
was known as one of the great missionary explorers 
of Central Africa. He finished a large part of the 
work that Stanley had begun, exploring the Kasai 
and other great tributaries of the Congo River. His 
main purpose was to establish a chain of mission 
stations of the Baptist Church clear across Africa, 
in order to stem the Mohammedan invasion from 
the Soudan and North Africa. This purpose was 
carried out to some extent, for the Baptist Mission 
has its stations along the Congo River extending 
right into the former area of Tippo Tib’s domain, 
and down into the Lualuaba at Wakiki. Truth 
compels one to admit, however, that it was not the 
planting of Christian mission stations in these sec- 
tions that stemmed the Mohammedan influence so 
much as it was the policy of the Belgian Govern- 
ment in restricting Mohammedan propaganda. 

The Belgian Government, at least nominally, 
places no restrictions on the exercise of any religion 
among the native peoples of the Congo, though 
naturally Roman Catholic influence very often gives 
that Church a distinct advantage over Protestantism. 
So we find that the Mohammedan is free to follow 
his religion in the Congo under the laws of the 
Government, but he is not free to make proselytes. 

We have mentioned the general distribution of 
Mohammedans in the Congo as being confined 
largely to the areas that were already under Arab | 
domination before the coming of the European; 
that is—those areas in the eastern and northeastern 
portions of the Congo. There are a number of 
Mohammedans in the towns of Stanleyville and 
Costermansville, and mosques are found not only in 
these towns but also far down the river at Leopold- 
ville, where Senegalese natives from French Guinea 
have come for the purpose of trade. There are no 
mosques, however, at Luebo or Lusambo, as the 
Moslems are in the decided minority. Outside these 
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two last mentioned towns in the Kasai one scarcely 
ever sees a Moslem. 

We turn now, for a moment, to the conflicts 
which our Baluba people in the Kasai had at the 
end of the nineteenth century with the native tribes 
who were stirred to insurrection against them. It 
was at this time that the Baluba learned to associate 
the name of the “Bangwana” with terrorism and 
destruction. The Baluba have always been an agri- 
cultural people, or at least they became such in the 
later years of their history, and were not warlike 
or given to cannibalism. In the meantime the Arabs 
stirred up the Basonge, a fierce and cannibal tribe, 
against the Baluba, furnishing them with guns and 
gunpowder. About the same time they also stirred 
the Batetela to revolt. The white Belgian officers 
were murdered by their Batetela soldiers, and under 
Ngongo Lutete of the Batetela, and Lumpungu, 
Chief of the Basonge, the whole of the Kasai sec- 
tion was overrun, and men, women, and children 
were cruelly murdered or enslaved and a reign of 
terror entered the whole Baluba section. The Baluba 
with their primitive native weapons were defense- 
less against the flintlocks and gunpowder furnished 
the Basonge by the Arabs. This undoubtedly lost 
for Mohammedanism any chance whatever to make 
converts of the peoples of the Kasai. 

There are a few traces of Arab influence of a 
more peaceful character on the Baluba people, such 
as a few Semitic words in their language, a few 
agricultural products and methods, and a few cus- 
toms to be traced back to Arab contacts. Aside 
from these things the main heritage of the Baluba 
people from the Arab Mohammedan was one of 
fear. 

In conclusion. The question is sometimes pre- 
sented as to the fitness of the Mohammedan religion 
for the native people of Africa. There are those 
who, like a prominent American journalist with 
whom I traveled from Africa some years ago, make 
the statement that Mohammedanism seems to fit 
into the native environment and temperament better 
than Christianity. There is also the casual tourist 
who sees only on the surface of things in Africa, 
and to whom the Mohammedan native in his red 
fez and flowing robes presents a more picturesque 
appearance than the average native in his filthy loin 
cloth and with his savage customs. Again, there are 
those who make the stock argument that the native 
may as well be left to his native religions; or if the 
Mohammedan can win him for that religion, why 
must Christianity interfere? Surely no real Chris- 
tian unto whom Jesus Christ means anything at all 
will be content to let the matter rest with such a 
philosophy until he has made a study of Moham- 
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medanism, nor until he views the problem as the 
missionary sees it firsthand. Let me commend to 
such the study of three books that will be available 
for our mission study during the coming year, 
namely: What Is This Moslem World? by Charles 
R. Watson; Mecca and Beyond, by E. M. and R. W, 
Dodd; and The Young Moslem Looks at Life, by 
Murray T. Titus. We shall try to answer briefly 
this question as it relates to our particular field 
in Africa. 

First, we believe that Jesus Christ is the only hope 
for salvation—either in the temporal or eternal 
world—for the African native. In the presence of 
Jesus Christ, Mohammed and all other religious 
leaders cannot stand for a moment as regards 
personal character, wise precepts, and as a guide in 
life’s struggles. Jesus Christ taught men to love 
their enemies, to “do good to them that despitefully 
use you,” and his religion is to be propagated by 
the peaceful preaching of the Word. Mohammed 
counselled, “And when the days of the fast are 
ended, kill the idolaters with the sword.” The 
Moslem invasion of Africa has been attended by 
bloodshed, slavery, polygamy, ignorance, lust, and 
greed. Christian missions—not so-called Christian 
civilization—have erected not only chapels but 
schools; have alleviated pain and cured diseases in 
their hospitals and dispensaries, something that 
Mohammedanism has never attempted; they have 
protected the native African against wrong, and 
have been outspoken against aggression on the 
part of the white man. In addition to many other 
things that can be mentioned, the end of the slave 
trade was due largely to the influence of the Chris- 
tian missionary, while the Arab was the main agent 
in the trade and still carries it on in secret to an ex- 
tent that five thousand slaves a year are carried in 
Arab dhows from Africa into Arabia. 

Again, the Moslem religion can do nothing to 
uplift the native African home life. The counte- 
nance by the Koran and the Moslem religion of 
polygamy, the placing of a low estimate on woman 
as compared with man, and the evil effects of the 
harem on the children, are all in line with the 
present evil influences of heathenism on the native 
home. As in Mohammedanism, the native idea of 
woman’s function is that she is purely a creation 
for the propagation of the race; she belongs in the 
class of the domestic animals to be traded as so 
much barter. On the other hand, the Christian 
missionary teaches the full worth of the native 
woman, makes every attempt to rid the woman her- 
self of an inferiority complex, and teaches her to 
read and write and take her place alongside her 

(Continued on page 756) 
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The Chinese Moslems and the Christian Church 


By Craupe L. Pickens, Jr.* 


EVERAL years ago, on my first visit to Sian, 

that ancient and majestic capital of China, I 

purchased two rubbings: one was of the fa- 
mous stone known as the Nestorian Monument; the 
second was of a less well-known one, yet with a 
date even older than the first, representing an event 
as old as the story on the first. It tells of the com- 
ing of the Moslems to China and the erection of 
the first mosque. The first tablet is a tombstone of 
a past event; the Moslem tablet is a record of an 
event in history which has carried through thir- 
teen centuries and is still a vital force in the life 
of China today. Disregarding the authenticity of 
the dates of these tablets, this fact remains, Nes- 
torian Christianity and Islam came to China at 
about the same date: but the first died with the 
Mongol dynasty in the fourteenth century; the sec- 
ond blossomed into new importance with the estab- 
lishment of the Mings under Hung Wu. A ques- 
tion we may well ask and which has not been 
answered is, “What caused the first phase of Chris- 
tianity in China to perish and, at the same time, 
Islam to flourish?” 

One may visit Sian in Shensi many times and be 
interested in its modern dress, rapidly taking the 
place of the old. But the splendor and the gran- 
deur of the Han and the T’ang Emperors in the 
valley of the Wei is still there for those who have 
eyes to see and the imagination to reconstruct. At 
no place is the glory better seen than in the quiet 
of the several ancient and beautiful mosques of the 
city. The most stately, with its courts, platforms, 
summerhouses, tablets, has a dignity and charm 
easily appreciated even by the casual visitor. In 
the most ancient one, where the above-mentioned 
tablet was originally erected, one’s imagination can 
tun riot and behold ghosts of all the envoys of Cen- 
tral Asia and the Near East stalking about. 

Here and at Canton and Ch’uanchow, the an- 
cient port of Zatoon in Fukien from which Marco 
Polo set sail, and again in Yanchow and Soochow 
in Kiangsu, and Hangchow in Chekiang, ancient 
mosques bear witness to the early planting of 
Islam in China. Mohammedanism is proud of her 
history there, and rightly so. It offers us a chal- 
lenge and calls for deep searching of heart. It 
makes us ask ourselves whether the modern version 
of Christianity which came in with Robert Mor- 
tson and the Franciscans is cognizant of the dan- 
ger points which caused the so-called Nestorian 





“Rev. Claude L. Pickens, Jr., is Secretary of the Society of 
Friends of Moslems in China. 








Interior of anew mosque in Yangchow, Kiangsu 


phase to perish. May our Christianity never again 
lose ground in China! 

When traveling with Dr. S. M. Zwemer through 
Tsinghai on the borders of Tibet several years ago, 
we heard much of Ma Pu-fang and his reconstruc- 
tion. Shortly afterward he paid a visit to Shanghai 
and Nanking. When he returned through Hankow, 
he expressed himself as going back to make Sining, 
his capital, a little Shanghai. The Moslem general 
is practically in control of the province, though his 
uncle, Ma Lin, who has just returned from a pil- 
grimage to Mecca, is actually chairman of the 
province. The present governor of Ningsia, Ma 
Hung-kuei, son of Ma Fu-hsiang, the Moslem 
leader of the Northwest during the rise of Chiang 
Kai-shek, is ably bringing order to the western end 
of Inner Mongolia. Thus Northern Tibet and the 

ertile plain of Ningsia are in the hands of capable 
Moslem leaders. One needs only mention the name 
of Pei Chung-hsi to realize his part in Chinese his- 
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tory during the past ten years, culminating in the 
supreme command of the War Council in the 
Shanghai area at the present moment. Few know 
of his Mohammedan background. Although the 
Moslems are only about five per cent of the pop- 
ulation, they are a powerful minority. 

For the past two years the Mohammedans have 
maintained a preaching hall in Hankow and Shang- 
hai and other cities. On other occasions preaching 
bands have gone out on the street. During the 1936 
China New Year, they held open-air preaching at 
the railroad station in Shanghai. From Peiping over 
XGOP they are frequently broadcasting, with an- 
other station which was opened this year. During 
the past five years a collection of available Moslem 
periodicals has been made. Forty-seven different 
ones are in the library of the Society of Friends 
of the Moslems in China, twenty-seven of which 
are being published at this time. One of these, like 
the Yueh Hua, is showing healthy life after eight 
years, a fine record for a religious paper in China. 
Another, which was published in Nanking for 
Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan), appeared in Chinese 
and Eastern Asiatic Turki. One published in 
Chinkiang, Kiangsu, is a daily paper with general 
news and one page devoted to Islam in the world. 
The secular press takes a good deal of note of 
Islam, especially where its leaders appear in public 
life. Mohammedanism is increasingly making a 
bid for China. 

In 1932 an official of the government wrote in 
the Nan Hua Wei I magazine an article in which he 
declared Mohammedans ate no pork because they 
were descended from the pig. The uproar was sO 
great that Moslems from all over China protested 





Ancient Moslem graves in oldest mosque at Yangchow, Kiangsu 


to apologize and resign from his post. 
In consequence the magazine was con- 
fiscated, the publishing house closed 
up, and the present government issued 
the first official edict on religious 
tolerance. We see that Islam is fearless 
in its determination and purpose. 

In April of this year, one hundred 
and thirty Chinese Moslems returned 
to Shanghai after a pilgrimage of more 
than four months to Mecca. This in- 
volved not only a sea trip of great 
length, but, to many from the north- 
west this was only about half the 
travel. For any one of the two hundred 
and sixty or three hundred thousand 
Moslems in Chekiang and Kiangsu 
Provinces to go to Mecca and return, 
the cheapest reckoning is one thov- 
sand Chinese dollars, or about three 
hundred of ours. Many of them invest their whole 
savings of a lifetime in such a trip. In Ningsia it was 
not uncommon to meet ahbungs (mullahs) who had 
made the trip twice—one we met had gone three 
times. 

Our APPROACH 


Several years ago there came to us from Cairo a 
tract in English which was being used so effec- 
tively in India. This was translated into Chinese. 
Last year the booklet, “The Law of Freedom,” was 
given to a Mohammedan teacher in a Christian 
college in Shanghai. In the fall he and his family 
were baptised after reading this book and receiv- 
ing further instruction. It is such work as this 
which is taking an increasingly important place in 
the Christian program in China today. 


For the past ten years there has been a quarterly 


called the Friends of Moslems. This English pub- 
lication of the Society of Friends of the Moslems 
in China has as its definite objective the dissemina- 
tion of information regarding Moslems and the 
welding together in common bonds all those who 
are trying to make known to the Moslems in 
China the gospel of Jesus Christ. It is an open 


forum for methods and means and other problems. 


Many in America who have wanted to know and 
pray more intelligently for this work find in this 
paper the help they need. 
During the visit of Dr. S. M. Zwemer in China 
in 1933, a young Christian Chinese in the Cus- 
toms heard him speak about the need for such a 
person to devote himself to the Chinese Moslems. 
This young man, though still in the Customs, now 
devotes much of his spare time to the editing of 
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the Yu Mu Chi K’an, the Chinese paper for Chris- 
tian workers who are interested in the Chinese Mo- 
hammedans. 

A young Chinese Moslem, who has acknowledged 
Jesus Christ as his Saviour and who is now pre- 
paring to go to America this fall to study under 
Dr. Zwemer, wishes to return to China to give 
himself to preaching to his own people. Another 
is now studying in the Tenghsien Theological 
School. Aleardy a list of about a hundred Chinese 
Moslems who are now Christians has been com- 
piled. A number are in Northern Kiangsu. 

Throughout China the consciousness of the 
Christian Church is slowly waking up to the prob- 
lem which faces it. We can only give thanks to 
God for this awakening and pray that the start 
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that has already been made will soon become a 
great movement. The work of the Presbyterian 
Church in Northern Kiangsu has been quickened 
in the last year, especially in the area around 
Hsuchow. Many of the Chinese workers have had 
the task laid on their hearts. 

The Church in China needs the strength of pur- 
pose which converted Moslems can give it. It 
needs their singleness of purpose. Great areas of 
the Moslem population in China are still untouched 
by Christian workers. In many places they have 
not even the example of a Christian life. Let us 
pray that in each Moslem community in China 
there will be a Christian to show them that He 
whom they call Ersa is the Saviour and Lord of 
them as of all mankind. 





Peace — Without the Cross? 


E WANT peace—we all want peace! A 

common greeting of the Chinese speaking 

people is “Piang-an” (peace). Moslems in 
China use the same greeting, but on special days 
of religious festival they will say to one another, 
“Sa-la-mi? (Salaam), the same word in Arabic, the 
sacred language used in prayer and “Scripture” 
(.e., Koran) read by all Moslems. 

But to the Moslem the Cross is anathema. “Jesus 
Messiah” is one of the greatest prophets. He taught 
of God—but, die for sin? No! Kismet! The will 
of God decides our fate. The ritual of prayer and 
ablutions, fasting, alms, and pilgrimages may help 
us. In China as in Shiah communities, “saints” are— 
no, we must not say worshipped!—honored with 
beautiful tombs where incense is burned, the Koran 
is read, and prayers are made, and it is hoped that 
they will intercede. 

But are there Moslems in China? As well ask, 
“Are there Welsh in Britain?” As we speak of 
“English, Scottish, Irish, Welsh,” so the Chinese 
speak of “Han (Chinese), Man (Manchu), Meng 
(Mongol), Huei (Moslem), and Si Tsang (Tibe- 
tan).” The original flag of the Republic of China 
had five colors to represent these peoples, and 
later it was changed to a five-pointed star. 

The number of “high-nosed” descendants of 
Arab and Turk, together with some Chinese and 
Mongol coreligionists, and many of mixed blood, 
has been estimated at from ten to fifty millions. In 
Sinkiang (Chinese Turkestan), they form the ma- 





jority of the population; in the northwestern 
province of Kansuh, a very large and rebellious 
minority. In other parts there are fewer, but al- 
most everywhere there are groups of them living 
together in a village or the suburbs of a large 
town. In Peiping they have been much stirred by 
outside influences, students have gone into Egypt, 
and professors have come from Egypt to stimu- 
late and teach their coreligionists,; while every- 
where, even in the distant West, some are found 
each year to make the pilgrimage to Mecca. 


Peace? Moslem rebellions are the ever-recurring 
terror of the Northwest, and they only fail to 
conquer and rule their quieter countrymen be- 
cause of the fierce factions among themselves. Ma 
Yuan Chang, a Moslem saint, at whose tomb thou- 
sands worship, was plotting a great rebellion, cer- 
tain to cost the lives of millions (and with no 
principle to be vindicated if he won), when he was 
killed in the great earthquake of 1921. He has had 
worthy successors! There is no outward peace! 


What of heart peace? One day a heathen boy 
in a city surrounded by Moslems had been learn- 
ing a little rhyme beginning, “There is only one 
true God.” “The Moslems tell you that, don’t 
they?” asked the missionary. “Yes,” was the de- 
liberate answer, “but you say that He loves us.” 


We want to tell these millions of neglected Mos- 
lems of a God who loves them. Will you pray 
about it? 
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Life — Without Death? 


| Be and death—the great antitheses are really 
different sides of one subject. On the physical 

plane, anything which cannot die has no life. 
The beauty of a flower is largely its transience, the 
most perfectly made artificial flower is lifeless, it 
becomes dusty and shabby, or annoys by its very 
permanence and lack of change. We, who trust 
in a risen Saviour, know that to ourselves also 
true and beautiful life will come in resurrection 
from death. 

Thus we may not be wrong if we look at cus- 
toms and thoughts connected with death to find 
the life principle of any faith. In China we see, 
side by side, heathen, Moslem and Christian cus- 
toms, showing varying concepts of death, and so 
of life, and the aim and end of life. Moslems have 
kept their customs absolutely distinct from those 
of the heathen amongst whom they have dwelt for 
centuries, because of their religion. 

The first thing, perhaps, which one notices, is 
that among the Chinese the coffin is of such im- 
portance that a dutiful son will give one to his 
mother as she grows old, and she will treasure it as 
her most precious possession. The Moslem, on the 
other hand, has no coffin. They are, according to 
the Chinese, so “stingy” that they use one cover- 
ing shell (with no base) for all funerals. While 
the heathen note this with scorn, the Moslem notes 
with horror burial “nailed up in a box.” In fact, 
an ex-Moslem Christian has been known to go back 


to Islamic rites because of the threat that if she 
neglected them she would have to be buried by the 
Christians—in a coffin! 

The heathen must preserve the body as long as 
possible, that the spirit also may live. 

The Moslem must be free to rise and answer 
the questions of Munkah and Nahir, the angels 
who come to him after burial, his answers to whom 
decide his fate. 

What have Christians to offer? Burial in a quiet 
churchyard, or lost in the desert or at sea—in a 
costly coffin, or without covering—always we 
have the calm assurance that the spirit can be 
“today” with Christ “in Paradise,” and that the 
body will rise again at the last day. 

Then the heathen have funeral customs con- 
nected with offerings to the dead and burning in- 
cense at their graves, mainly with the idea of keep- 
ing their restless spirits from haunting the living to 
do them harm. 

The Moslem, to help the dead, must read prayers 
and the Koran at the grave; in fact a rich man may 
employ an ahung (mullab) at the family burial 
ground with the sole duty of reading beside the 
graves, that the dead may hear, give the right an- 
swers to the angels, and reach Paradise. 


How glorious the Christian hope in a peaceful 
resigning of the spirit into the keeping of a loving 
Heavenly Father, with no fears of the future! 

(Continued on page 765) 





As the Wind — So the Spirit 


By Lena Fontatne* 


pe mystery of how the Spirit works is be- 
yond our power ever to know—we can only 

stand by and watch His working with wonder 
and a feeling of awe. 

It has been my privilege to itinerate in a moun- 
tain field near Chunju, Korea, for almost fourteen 
years. The missionary in charge of the field has 
tried with varied success to establish churches in 
what, humanly speaking, appear to be important 
points for the development of the work. The 
churches have been started, some of them with un- 
usually good buildings, but we are constantly hav- 
ing to fan the spark to keep any glow of ‘life in 
the groups. Have any of you had experiences of 
this kind; you who are evangelists in this land? In 
some big market town where you feel there cer- 


_ “Miss Lena Fontaine is an evangelistic and educational mis- 
sionary located at Chunju, Korea. 


tainly ought to be a church established, your efforts 
seem almost in vain? Yes, the churches are there, 
those disheartening places that must be visited and 
agonized over fall and spring; or, speaking from 
my own viewpoint as a woman itinerant, as often 
as I can get them to consent to let us go to them 
for a Bible class) How we plan and strive and 
pray with all OUR strength and all OUR deter- 
mination, and yet with what little result! 

But in the same field, not depending at all upon 
human effort, is a hidden Power that runs “where 
it listeth”—here touching the life of Yong Cho, an 
obscure village back in the hills; there stirring up 
Tai So Ri, an ignorant group of charcoal burners 
in a hut near the top of an inaccessible mountain 
peak. 

This Power turns into a chapel the room back of 
a tiny shack of a store which clings to a mountain 
side, where lead miners eke out a bare existence; 
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a veritable Holy Place where eager hearts seek and 
find the Lord Himself, with no visible leader but 
an untaught storekeeper. Calls come from all over 
the field, urging the missionary or Bible woman to 
come or send a teacher.—So the Spirit. 

Last fall, during the busy harvest season, a vil- 
lage where one of these new groups has sprung 
up turned over its town hall for a four-day Bible 
class. Here, in spite of the time, an earnest little 
band assembled every morning for two hours, and 
at night the house was filled to overflowing with 
inquirers after the Christian way of life, and be- 
levers hungry for the bread that satisfies. It was 
a woman’s meeting, but one man sixty years of 
age sat in an inconspicuous place, his face shining 
with a new-found joy. I learned that he was a 
servant in a rich man’s home. At first his master 
had objected to his keeping the Sabbath, but finally 
consented, for he said*that since this man had be- 
come a Christian he did more and better work 
than any other servant he had who worked seven 
days a week. 

There is another group which I remembered as 
being very nearly dead. This spring I found it 
afire with new zeal. I went, hoping to be used of 
the Lord to take them a blessing. I came away 
refreshed in spirit, and with a new love in my own 
heart through contact with theirs. 

There is a place called an island, where a river 
makes an almost complete circle, and, because of a 
high cliff, can be approached only by boat. A lit- 
tle Christian girl was sent in marriage to a home 
on this island. Silently the Spirit worked. Her 
husband came to believe, and gradually the interest 
spread to others till, one Sunday afternoon when 
we were in a market town five li away, there came 
aman asking us to come and hold services there. 
We went and found the whole village assembled in 
a courtyard waiting to hear the glad tidings. I 
shall never forget the feeling I had as I came down 
that swift deep river and found two unknown boat- 
men waiting to ferry me across, with the attitude 
of men who had been expecting my coming with 
more than a mild friendly interest. They fastened 
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the boat to a stake, and followed the crowd that 
had come out to meet us, up through the path and 
through winding village ways to the out-of-doors 
meeting place. That was three years ago. Now 
there is a neat building there with a bell tower, 
and a church growing stronger every year. And— 
So the Spirit. 

A woman linen merchant sat to rest by a dusty 
road; another woman came and sat beside her. The 
second comer was tired too, but there was a glad- 
ness in her expression, a look that suggested hope 
in a woman’s world of weariness and hopelessness. 
As the two talked, the woman of the glad heart 
told the hopeless one of the new heart, the new 
life that she had found through faith in the Son 
of God who had come to die for weary, hopeless 
sinners. The little cloth merchant heard in wonder 
and delight, and that moment believed. “The wind 
bloweth where it listeth.” Immediately all her 
friends and acquaintances became her personal con- 
cern. She went about gladly spreading the good 
news. She walked miles to search out churches 
where she might learn more. She forded high 
streams in a spring freshet to attend a Bible class, 
bringing with her a bewildered friend. When the 
friend failed to grasp the meaning, she said, “Oh, 
she can’t understand what it means yet, because the 
Spirit hasn’t come into her heart, but as soon as 
He does, she will know. Teacher, please make it 
plain to her.” She was never tired of talking about 
this precious newly found Saviour, and when her 
household duties made it necessary for her to go, 
she would say, “Now before we stop we must sing 
our praises to God from whom all blessings flow,” 
and we would sing together the Doxology, while 
joy beamed on her face. 

We cannot know the way He takes—“The wind 
bloweth where it listeth’—we can only stand by 
and see His working in the changed lives of those 
He touches, in the burning love of little groups, 
as they turn before our very eyes into great groups. 
We can only pray to be used of Him, and rejoice as 
we watch the glorious working out of His plan. 
Praise be to His Name! 
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Chicken vs. Rice and Beans 


A Mission Mix-up 


By Frances B. AREHART* 
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Throngs arriving on foot and in ox carts from far and near to attend the festival of “Our Lady of Abbadia” in Agua Suja 
(Dirty Water). It is said that the Virgin once appeared at Agua Suja and that on anniversaries of ber appearance she 
works miracles. But instead of miracles, fighting, drinking, death, and crime are the order of the day. Brazil needs Christ. 


Now this is not an advertisement for a tele- 

phone but it is a confession that we could 
have used one to advantage in Garanhuns in Jan- 
uary. It all began when Langdon Henderlite sent 
word that mission would meet in Recife, Dr. 
Thompson wired back that it would be impossible 
for the folks at Garanhuns to go to Recife, and in- 
vited them to come up here. But telegrams have a 
way of getting lost sometimes in Brazil, and this 
one was never delivered. So the entire week we 
waited for them here and they waited for us there. 
We were to have the pleasure of having the visit- 
ing missionaries as guests in our home, and each 
meal we prepared for them thinking that at the 
last minute they might arrive. One by one the 
chickens were cooked until the supply was almost 


D’ you ever realize the value of a telephone? 


*Mrs. E. R. Arehart is an evangelistic missionary stationed at 
Garanhuns, E. de Pernambuco, Brazil. 
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exhausted. Finally, on Saturday, we prepared only 
rice and feijéo, or beans. And who should arrive to 
eat this simple meal with us but the folks from 
Recife! They told us that they had been making 
preparations for us every hour. We had a good 
laugh about the mix-up and after eating our Bra- 
zilian meal were ready to begin the business of 
mission. 

My husband and I had been very eagerly look- 
ing forward to our first mission meeting for two 
reasons. We felt that it would be an opportunit) 
to know the missionaries better and also to learn 
of the work of the mission through hearing the 
yearly reports. As we assembled, Dr. Thompson 
laughingly suggested that mission might have met 
in the States for there were seven voting members 
there and only five here. 

Now, would you like to know the observations 
of a new missionary on mission meeting? 

1. Missionaries have important decisions to make. 
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A procession showing the worship of the Virgin Mary by the great masses in the interior of Brazil 


Someone said a missionary has to know something 
about everything. In a mission as small as this 
one, each vote counts, and one necessarily feels a 
sense of responsibility for any decision he makes. 
Our mission has under its control two large 
schools, a printing press, a number of churches, 
and a great unevangelized territory. You see then, 
one is compelled as a missionary to make decisions 
of great importance. 

2. The missionaries must work with common 
sense. As each problem was brought up it was 
discussed from every angle and weighed accord- 
ing to its present need and future value. Here was 
no rushing madly into some new scheme, or mak- 
ing plans for some unstudied situations. Rather, 
here was our Heavenly Father’s work being con- 


ducted and panned for in an_ intelligent and 
businesslike manner. 

3. Missionaries must learn to work together. 
Coming to a foreign land does not make one more 
than human, and missionaries are just like other 
folks.They do not always agree on the best pol- 
icies for the work, and it is necessary that they 
make their opinion known in the mission meeting. 
The amazing thing is that they have learned to 
speak frankly to each other and still work together 
and smile together afterwards. 

We were all smiling when it came time to take 
pictures on the morning of separation, and, in spite 
of the fact that the pictures were not very good, 
the smiles will be remembered until next mission 
meeting. 





An Appeal for Musical Instruments 


By WaLteR SWETNAM 


Mis of you who know me, remember that 
my work in Brazil was with boys in our 
school in North Brazil at Garanhuns. I was 
privileged to labor only one year before the serious 
illness of my wife compelled our return to the 
States. It now seems that we may be able to re- 
turn to our work soon—we are hoping to go soon 
after Christmas. 
_ To the Brazilians, if one may generalize, music 
is almost a necessity, many are hungry for it. 
Now, I am dreaming of a glee club and orchestra 
for our students. Mrs. Swetnam can teach piano 
and I, strange as it may seem, feel that I can teach 
boys to sing. 
While Dr. George Taylor was principal, an or- 
chestra was fairly well organized, but in the dark 


days of the school this was discontinued and the 
instruments sold. 

Aren’t there loyal Presbyterians who have in 
their homes musical instruments that are not being 
used, and which never may be used, which they 
would like to see used to the glory of God and the 
development of Brazilian youth? I would like to 
get in touch with them. Maybe there are enough 
idle instruments among us to equip a good school 
orchestra. I am sure their owners would be happy 
to give them for such a use. 

If anyone interested will either send me the in- 
strument or write me concerning it, I shall be 
grateful, as will the young people of our school. 
You may address me, Rev. Walter Swetnam, Hick- 
ory Withe, Tennessee. 
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Mrs. W. A. Ross—An Appreciation | 


By Miss E. V. LEe* 


Mrs. W. A. Ross 


T IS nearly five years since the Mexico Mission 

I was called upon to mourn the passing of Mrs. 
James O. Shelby, and now has come another 

passing, another great sorrow, in the death of Mrs. 
W. A. Ross on September 12. 

Mrs. Ross was Miss Lorena J. Barry of Oxford, 
Mississippi. By her intimate friends she was always 
known as “Barry.” She was educated in her native 
state at Columbus and the University of Mississippi. 

In 1906 she married Rev. W. A. Ross and came 
to Mexico with him on December 31 of that 
year. Her first home in Mexico was in C. Victoria 
where I was stationed, and it was my privilege to 
welcome the bride and groom there. For a time 
they were in that station and she made that first 
home in Mexico bright and attractive, as she did 
all her homes. For some time Mr. and Mrs. Ross 
were in Linares, Nuevo Leon, with Mrs. Graybill, 
and afterwards in Mrs. Graybill’s home alone. After 
a period of illness, she and Mr. Ross were trans- 
ferred to Brownsville, Texas, to work among the 
Mexicans there and in the surrounding country, 
which work was at that time under the care of the 
Foreign Mission Committee. If I mistake not 
twelve years were spent there, and the influence of 
Mr. and Mrs. Ross extended to all the Mexican 
churches in the lower Rio Grande Valley. 

Those were happy years, and the influence and 
memory of them remain. Many of the friends of 


*Miss E. V. Lee is a retired missionary living in Laredo, Texas, 
where she does translation work and is treasurer of our Mexico 
Mission, of which she is a member. 


these years met her on the other side, others re- 
main to cherish her memory and carry on her 
work. 

When the Mexico Mission was moved to the 
southern part of Mexico and the work in Texas put 
under the care of the Home Mission Committee, 
Mr. and Mrs. Ross came again to Mexico, far to 
the south now, and the remaining thirty-one years 
of service were spent in and near Mexico City— 
Mr. Ross in the Seminary and she working among 
the women around her. 

The homes that were hers in Texas and in Mex- 
ico were places of beauty, and orderliness and 
daintiness was always in evidence. Her gracious 
hospitality was extended there to Mexicans and 
Americans, many of whom remember the charm 
of her home and the dainty table at which she 
presided. 

This last year spent in the homeland had been 
one of constant illness, of effort to stay the prog- 
ress of disease and to prolong her earthly life. We 
thank God that she was spared severe pain which 
we feared there might be as the end drew near. It 
was a peaceful home-going that Sunday morning in 
the Memphis hospital. Dr. Ross writes of her “fall- 
ing asleep.” Her loved ones were around her, and 
all that care and love and skill could do was hers to 
the last moment. 

The past summer she and Dr. Ross were at Mon- 
treat. The last month was spent in a lovely, pri- 
vate home near Black Mountain. How much she 
was able to see of her surroundings, I do not 
know—the views of the mountains, the lovely 
home, comfort and luxury everywhere, and flowers 
on all sides. I am glad to think that such beauty 
and sunshine surrounded her during those last days 
on earth. 

Dr. Ross writes of the wonderful love and 
sympathy of friends, and of God’s “tenderness,” of 
the Resurrection Sunday, during which she passed 
away, of the joy that is hers now as she entered 
into that heavenly home and into the presence of 
her Lord, seeing Him face to face. 

Her earthly body lies among her kindred in 
that “God’s acre” in Oxford, in the state which 
she loved best of all places in the world. 

We of our mission will miss her earthly pres- 
ence. But love and remembrance remain—and al- 
ways will. We thank God for her work here, for 
the peaceful end, and for the certainty of seeing 
her again and of sharing with her that higher serv- 
ice in the presence of the King. 
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Happy Birthday to You! 


February 1—Miss Lena Fontaine, Korea. 
February 2—Rev. W. F. Bull, Korea. 
February 3—Mrs. Langdon M. Henderlite, Brazil. 
February 3—Mrs. J. C. Crane, Korea. 
February 3—Rev. Edward E. Lane, Brazil. 
February 3—Rev. H. L. Ross, Mexico. 
February 3—Mrs. J. I. Paisley, Korea. 
February 4—Mrs. A. R. Craig, China. 
February 4—Dr. J. T. Smith, Africa. 
February s—Miss Ida M. Black, Africa. 
February 7—Rev. L. C. M. Smythe, Japan. 
February 7—Mr. M. L. Swinehart, Korea. 
February 8—Rev. William A. Linton, Korea. 
February 8—Mrs. J. B. Woods, China. 
February 8—Mrs. Felix B. Welton, China. 
February 9—Miss Lillian Austin, Korea. 
February 9—Mrs. Louis C. Brand, Korea. 
February g—Rev. W. H. Hudson, China. 
February 9g—Rev. John P. Minter, China. 
February 9—Mrs. H. H. Munroe, Japan. 
February 9—Mrs. Henry M. Woods, China. (Re- 


February 15—Dr. Felix B. Welton, China. 
February 16—Miss Lucy Grier, China. 
February 17—Mrs. H. S. Allyn, Brazil (retired). 


F ebruary 
February 


Address care of Lyman. Allyn, 
Agencia do Pan Air, Avenue Rio 
Branka, Rio Janeiro, Brazil. 

20—Mrs, S. M. Erickson, Japan. 

21—Mrs. E. H. Hamilton, China. 


February 21—Rev. L. O. McCutchen, Korea. 
February 21—Mrs. M. P. Young, China. 
February 22—Mrs. Lacy L. Little, China. 
February 23—Mrs. Lloyd K. Boggs, Korea. 
February 24—Mrs. A. H. Miller, Africa. 
February 25—Miss Mary Lee Sloan, China. 
February 25—Rev. J. C. Crane, Korea. 
February 25—Rev. F. W. Price, China. 
February 26—Rev. A. L. Davis, Brazil. 
February 26—Rev. C. H. Smith, China. 
February 28—Miss Virginia Allen, Africa. 


February 


28—Mrs. Vernon A. Crawford, Japan. 


tired in U. S., address 5 S. Oxford 
Ave., Ventnor, N. J.) 
February 1o—Miss Susanne Colton, Korea. 
February 1o—Rev. L. I. Moffett, China. 
February 12—Mrs. L. T. Newland, Korea. 
February 13—Rev. J. R. Woodson, Brazil. 
February 14—Dr. J. McL. Rogers, Korea. 
February 1g—Rev. H. M. Washburn, Africa. 


Note:—A birthday card with signature only and wn- 
sealed, bearing a 1% cent stamp, may be mailed to any of 
the above, to the address which appears in the back of 
every other issue of this magazine. Star before missionary’s 
name indicates “on furlough.” The home address will be 
supplied by the Educational Department, Box 330, Nash- 
ville, Tennessee, on request. If cards are sealed, regular 
first-class postage must be paid—s5 cents to Africa, China, 
Japan and Korea; 3 cents to Mexico and Brazil. 





Our Work in Brazil Commended 


EXTRACTS FROM THE DIARY OF 


Mau 28—On arriving at Altamira you 
suddenly come upon a little town resting in 
a series of low hills. 

March 31—I have been noting the real situation 
here in Altamira. It thrives well on nuts and rub- 
ber when they yield. This year there is no castanha 
to speak of. Altamira is a replica of Carolina, the 
rich are rich and form a class of their own, and the 
poor are poor. Altamira would be a hard place 
to work in because of the ruling class and class dis- 
tinction. Religiously the situation is different from 
what I expected. There are about five different 
congregations around the city—they are of the 


_ *Rev. L. F. Harris is a missionary working with the Evangel- 
ical Union of South America. He made the trip down the Ama- 
zon primarily to visit a savage tribe which had previously killed 
three English missionaries. He found the Indians living under 
the most primitive conditions, and enduring much suffering due 
to lack of food. He remained with the Indians about two months, 
endured hardships with them, and preached the gospel. He met 
no physical violence.—E. R. A. 


AN ENGLISH MIssIONARY* 


Presbyterian persuasion. They also have a church 
erected outside the city of Altamira at Terra-no- 
Meia, about seven kilometres by road. One of their 
principal believers is Sr. Lindolph Aranha, who is 
the market overseer. He is indeed one of the 
finest, humblest Christians I have met on the river. 
There are close to a hundred Presbyterian believers 
in and around Altamira, including the children. 

April 3—We left Altamira at 5 p.m. to visit the 
Presbyterian brethren that live seven kilometres 
distant from the city. What a welcome we re- 
ceived when we did arrive at the place known as 
Terra-no-Meia! The evening meeting was well at- 
tended. 

April 4—The day began at 6:30 when we took 
coffee. About 9 o’clock we left for church. It is 
about a mile from the house to the church, across 
a swamp which the believers have bridged, hav- 
ing made a good road. There is still about 200 
vards to finish the road. Over that 200 yards one 


727 


' 
‘ 
' 
t 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
' 
t 
t 
‘ 
\ 
‘ 
‘ 
' 









728 


goes balancing—walking on tree trunks. Never 
shall 1 forget the morning meeting, attended by 
more than 1oo people. In front sat the old worthies 
who had brought the gospel to Altamira under 
great persecution. At the close the appeal was 
given, eight came forward to register their decision 
to follow Christ. We then commemorated the 
Lord’s death by communion. It was more than a 
year ago since the folks had had a pastoral visit 
and hence they had not taken the Lord’s supper. 
At 3 o'clock we began the afternoon meeting. At 
the close another four came forward to accept 
Christ. The evening meeting was crowded again, 
when the Word was preached. At the close an- 
other five came forward, making seventeen in all 
that have professed their decision to follow our 
Lord Jesus Christ. After the close we sang hymns 
until 10 P.M. The people seemed reluctant to go. 
May God raise up some loyal, active worker for 
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this place. Here is a further proof of what an 
indigenous church can do. With no outside help, 
they have grown from three to over a hundred, 
and they are able to invite a pastor from Belem to 
visit them at their own expense, when they pay 
passage and hotel expenses. They have constructed 
a road to the church practically at their own cost, 
across a swamp more than a mile long, and built 
their own church entirely by their own labor and 
money. Such achievements are more remarkable 
when it is remembered they are left for over a 
year at a time without a pastoral visit. It is slowly 
becoming my conviction that the Presbyterian 
work in Brazil is the best type of Christianity of 
all the denominations in the north. In our judgment 
it will still be found in Brazil when much of the 
larger work of other denominations, so often found 
in quantity rather than quality, has ceased to have 
any serious hold on the people. 





Missionary Arrivals and Departures 


ARRIVALS 


From China—Mrs. R. J. McMullen 
Miss Lois Young 


DEPARTURES 
New Missionaries to Korea—Rev. and Mrs. John 
E. Talmage. Mr. Talmage is the son of Rev. and 
Mrs. J. V. N. Talmage of our Korea Mission. He 
was born in Kwangju, Korea, and received his 
early education in the Foreign School at Kwangju 
and the Pyengyang High School. He received his 
A.B. degree from Maryville College, Decatur, 
Georgia, and his B.D. degree from Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary at Decatur. On July 13, 1937, Mr. 
Talmage was married to Miss Roslin Thorne Arn- 
old; together they will do evangelistic work at 
Kunsan, Korea. Mrs. Roslin Thorne Arnold Tal- 
mage is the daughter of Mr. and Mrs. R. H. 
Arnold of Decatur, Georgia. She was born in 
Atlanta, Ga., and received her education in the 





Mr. and Mrs. John E. Talmage 


public schools of Decatur, Ga. After graduating 
from the Decatur High School, she took special 
courses at Crichton’s Business College and at Agnes 
Scott. 





Hidden 


Is the Mohammedan religion a menace in our par- 
ticular section of the Congo? 

What does the Koran teach as to one’s attitude 
towards his enemies? 

What does the trip from China to Mecca involve? 

How many different Moslem publications are in 
the library of the Society of Friends of Mos- 
lems in China? ; 





Treasure 


What is the answer to the question “Are there 
Moslems in China?” 
Why do Moslems object to being buried in a 
coffin? 

Is the Moslem an idolater? 

Give some instances of the power of the Holy 
Spirit in the mountain field near Chunju. 


What happened to the mission meeting in Brazil? 
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~ two customs which have proved to be 





Where Some People Are Born 


By V. A. ANpDERSON* 





T HAS been said that some men are 
born closer to the gates of hell than 
are others. A visit to the Bena 

Tshitolo and Babindi tribes in the 
territory for which Bibanga Station is 
responsible in the Congo Mission field 
will confirm this belief. 

We are always eager to report to 
you our successes and our joys, but you 
have doubtless suspected that we also 
encounter discouragements. There are 





stubborn barriers to the progress of 
Christianity among some of our people. 

Twenty years ago the Babindi tribe, 
near Bibanga, enthusiastically received 
the gospel, and every evangelistic 
effort seemed to meet with response. 
After that first flush of apparent suc- 














cess, things have not gone so well. 
Along with the usual evils which 
attend a debasing animistic religion, 
this ethnic group is honeycombed with 
a custom which is undermining its 
scial and economic structure, as well as often 
amulling the uplifting effects of the evangel. The 
instability of their marriages is working this havoc. 
Generally a Mubindi woman refuses to remain with 
ahusband longer than a few years, after which she 
seks a new alliance. For them every village is a 
perennial Reno. Women converts have been far 
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fewer than the men among the Babindi, and what 
can one do, or what ought one to do, with a 
| church member who may have to introduce a 
different wife every few years? 

| Frankly, we have been discouraged but we are 
Not in despair. One of the finest of evangelists is 
Mponji Levi who comes from this tribe, and the 


| home of Mukoko and his good wife, who were 


mong the first Babindi converts, has been for 
twenty years a light in that darkness and a testi- 
mony to the power of the Cross. 

The people of the Tshitolo tribe superstitiously 
believe that one must meticulously present to one’s 


7 | parent or older brother all that is earned by one’s 


hbor or is received from the sale of goods. Failure 
comply with this custom will bring certain 
death to the infractor. So ingrained is this fear 
that many would-be Christians show by their prac- 
tice that they believe that Christ is able to save 


fo 


hs V. A. Anderson is an evangelistic missionary located at 
ibanga, Congo Belge, Africa. 
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At a Bibanga outstation school they had a class in handicrafts. These four 
boys won prizes for making the best: 1. Chicken basket. 2. Flour sifter. 
3. Piece of rope. 4. Mat. 


them from every transient and every eternal hurt 
and harm except the curse which they would incur 
were they to overstep the dreaded taboo. Because 
of this palpable flaw in their faith, hitherto it has 
been possible to accept comparatively few Bena 
Tshitolo into the body of the Lord. This belief 
colors, and, from our point of view, distorts the 
whole cultural pattern of a people. It is manifest 
that it will shackle a people economically as well 
as spiritually. The young men argue, “Why should 
I toil when all my earnings and all of my harvest, 
save the little that I can eat, must go to another?” 

When a man of this tribe confesses Christ and 
gives his Heavenly Father even a thousandth part 
of his income before he presents aught to his 
earthly parent, you may be reasonably sure that he 
is born again. On a recent itinerary in their coun- 
try, we were constrained to praise God when we 
found a fair sprinkling of their young men giving 
a tithe, the first fruits of their cotton crop, to the 
Master. 

While praying that God will increase our faith, 
our native presbytery is lengthening its cords and 
strengthening its stakes in these two sections. Four 
of Bibanga’s eight evangelists who graduated from 
the Bible School this year were sent to labor in 
this difficult portion of our territory, though the 
other twelve sections are pleading for more 
workers. We commend these young servants of 
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the Lord, together with their older fellow workers 
whom they have joined in service, to your prayer- 
ful interest, believing that Jesus is still mighty to 
save. 

Happily not all of the Baluba are like the two 
groups about which we have been speaking. The 
majority of the Baluba (this is the name given to 
a large division of the Bantu peoples among whom 
we are working in Central Africa) were indubitably 
prepared by God’s Spirit for salvation by and serv- 
ice in the gospel. Just across the river from our 
mission station, a few weeks ago, a conference with 
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a score of evangelist-teachers was held to discuss 
plans for the new term of school in the outstations, 
Using this opportunity to cast the net, the call in- 
cluded an invitation to probationers who were 
ready for baptism to attend. During three days, 
along with the scheduled program, the native elder 
and the missionary, composing the session, had the 
strenuous and happy privilege of examining and 
receiving into the church on their profession of 
Christ sixty-eight men and women and thirty of 
their children. Here men are being born of the 
Spirit. Here the tribe of God is increasing. 





Here and There 


London’s Mosque. The Nizam of Hyderabad has 
provided a site in West Kensington, London, for a 
Mohammedan mosque. The foundation stone was 
laid on June 4, 1937, by the Prince of Berar, the son 
and heir of the Nizam, surrounded by a distin- 
guished company of Moslem representatives from 
Egypt, Arabia, Turkey, Persia, and other coun- 
tries. Like the mosque of Woking, the London 
mosque will be a miniature of the Taj Mahal, and 
is to be finished at the end of the year. It will 
hold about 1,000 people, quite large enough to ac- 
commodate the worshippers. The total number of 
Moslems and those interested in Islam in the whole 
of Great Britain is estimated at 2,000. 
World Dominion Press quoted in 
Missionary Review of the World. 
* 


* * 


Christian Schools in Palestine. (The Missionary Re- 
view of the World quotes from the Spirit of Mis- 
sions.) Christian schools are the only places where 
Jew and Moslem, as well as Christians, meet to- 
gether, study together, play on the same terms, and, 
in the spirit of Christian charity, learn to give and 
take, all of which are so important. Last year when 
the feeling between Jews and Arabs rose to boiling 
point, and all Arab schools, even those under the 
government, went on strike, Christian schools still 
went on. There-was difficulty at times in keeping 
Arab and Jew together, but it was done. Result: 
the schools have been crowded as never before. 
Jews and Arabs say what they find there is “char- 
acter training.” ‘The strategic importance of the 
educational program is seen in the fact that the 
seven secondary schools in Palestine educate prac- 
tically one half the Arabs receiving such training, 
and a not inconsiderable number of the Jews. 
Many observers say despondently that there is 
no solution of the problem of Arab, Jew, and 
Briton; others offer political or diplomatic ways 


out; but the only workable plan is to make all three 


Christian. 


* * * 


Is This Africa? Times do change in Africa. Re- 
cently Rev. James L. Jackson of Luebo, Congo 
Belge, performed his first marriage ceremony in 
that station. The bridegroom and the best man, 
as well as the groomsmen, were all dressed in white 
starched suits, white shirts, black shoes, tuxedo 
collars, and black bow ties. The bride and the 
maid-of-honor were beautifully dressed in Japa- 
nese silk, each wearing shoes and each carrying a 


corsage, even though the bride’s corsage was made | 


of paper flowers. The piano was played by a na- 


tive boy, and a chorus sang, “O Perfect Love,” : 
translated into the native language. The bridal 


party marched out of the church to the tune of 
Lohengrin’s Wedding March. Doesn’t this sound 
like a “big city”? 

* 


* * 


Evangelism in Shanghai University. From the} 
Watchman-Examiner in the Missionary Review of © 
the World, we quote: “Rev. C. H. Wong, pastor 


of the East Shanghai Baptist Church, asks these 
questions of candidates for church membership: 
‘What does it mean to be a Christian? Why do you 
want to become a Christian? What is the differ- 
ence between a Christian and a non-Christian? Are 
the members of your family Christian? Does yout 
family object to your being a Christian? What 
would you do if someone would persecute you for 


being a Christian? Why do you want to join they 


church? What is the meaning of baptism, the 
Lord’s Supper, prayer, etc? Do you pray and read 
your Bible? Are you willing to help bring others 
to Christ?’ 

“Sometimes candidates are asked to wait for 
further study of Christianity, or until they have a 
deeper experience of Christ before they are pre 
sented to the church for membership. 
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Presbyterian Youth Convention on 


World Missions 


HE readers of the Home Mission section will 

be interested in the plans for the Presbyterian 

Youth Convention on World Missions, sched- 
uled to be held in the First Presbyterian Church, 
Atlanta, Georgia, December 28-30, 1937. 


This Convention was authorized by the General 
Assembly last May, and is being sponsored by the 
four Executive Committees. It is designed to pre- 
sent the challenge of World Missions to young 
people who will shortly occupy places of influence 
and responsibility in the church and community, 
in the hope that the youth of our beloved Church 
will make a more complete commitment to the 
great tasks of the Kingdom of God. 


Young People of the ages of eighteen through 
twenty-five are eligible to attend. Young People 
already in college, even though they have not yet 


attained the age of eighteen, will be admitted. A 
registration fee of $2.00 will be charged. The 
Christian people of Atlanta will provide room and 
breakfast for each delegate to the convention. Del- 
egates will be expected to take care of their noon 
and evening meals. All registrations must be in hand 
by midnight of December 15 in order for enter- 
tainment by the Atlanta people. 

The theme for this Convention is, “Facing Our 
World with the Living Christ.” An exceptionally 
strong program has been arranged and a great con- 
vention is in prospect. The convention idea inas 
“struck fire” throughout the Church and a thou- 
sand young people are planning to attend. 

Will you not join us in prayer for God’s bless- 
ing upon this great gathering, that it may mean a 
new commitment to the Church’s God-given task 
of winning the world for Christ? C. H. P. 





The Century Highway 


1538 — 1938 
By Hersert S. SPRINGALL* 


[' WAS on the second of June, 1838, that Rev. 
Hugh Wilson, pioneer missionary of the south- 

west, organized the First Presbyterian Church 
of San Augustine, Texas. That was the official in- 
auguration of Presbyterianism in Texas, the be- 
_ ginning of the century highway of missions in this 

state. At the joint meeting of the Synods of Texas, 
U.S. and U. S. A., in Dallas last November, cele- 
brating the Centennial of Texas Independence, five 
direct descendants of Rev. Hugh Wilson, from 
among the 630 total Presbyterian ministers in Texas, 


administered and shared in the celebration of the 
———— 


‘Rev, Herbert S. Springall, D.D., is Superintendent of Home 
Missions in Dallas Presbytery. 
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in lexas 


Rev. Walter S. Scott, D.D. 


Lord’s Supper that featured that notable occasion. 

Before the San Augustine Church was organized, 
missionaries and colonists faced this threatening de- 
cree: “The Mexican government exercises its 
rights to require all of its citizens to be members 
of the Roman Catholic Church, and to the ex- 
clusion of any other. The children of immigrants 
must be Catholics and immigrants not agreeing 
thereto must be removed. It is especially recom- 
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Thompson Hall, Austin College 
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mended to com- 
mandants to watch 
that no preacher of 
any religion but the 
Catholic comes into 
the province.” This 
action of the Mexi- 
can Government 
denying Texans the 
right of freedom 
in worship became 
an impelling factor 
in the winning of 
Texas indepen- 
dence in 1836. 
After the victory 
at San Jacinto, im- 
portunate appeals 
a] for missionaries 
were sent to the 
Assembly. Some of 
those appeals had the coloring of Dante’s abyss. 
Heroic men came with the new freedom. Rev. 
Hugh Wilson, from North Carolina, gathered 
Presbyterians into the San Augustine Church. This 
first church, so reports run, met so many adversities 
that later on presbytery proposed it be dissolved. 
But the one lone elect mother-in-Israel declined to 
be dissolved. Today that San Augustine Church, 
with its neat house of worship, numbers 117 mem- 
bers and is honored with the pastorate of Dr. J. C. 
Oehler, the best-beloved minister in Texas. Rev. 
W. Y. Allen, from Alabama, organized the First 
Presbyterian Church, Houston, the first church of 
any denomination in that city whose continuous 











Rev. E. S. Lowrance, D.D. 








worship has been a great constructive value 
for church and state. Rev. Mr. Allen jour- 
neyed to Austin and organized the influential 
Presbyterian church at that capital in 18 39. 
In 1840, Rev. John McCullough, from 
Pennsylvania, organized the First Presby- 
terian Church of Galveston. In 1846 he 
blazed the trail in San Antonio and brought 
into existence the pioneer Protestant church 
of that military outpost, as the First Presby- 
terian Church. This original organization 
consisted of four members, Captain and 
Mrs. Chas. W. Sayers, Mrs. L. W. McCul- 
lough, and Mrs. Sayers’ colored woman, 
Jemima. In the span of a lifetime this church 
became the largest church in the Assembly. 
For many years the present pastor of this 
congregation, Dr. P. B. Hill, has broadcast 
his Sunday service to an estimated two 
million audience. Dr. Daniel Baker, from 
Georgia, gave tremendous aid in home-mission con- 
struction in earliest days. In 1840 he began effective 
evangelistic and educational efforts. In 1849, when 
there were but 345 Presbyterians in Texas, he 
founded Austin College at Huntsville. “A Presby- 
terian college is indispensable for a Presbyterian 
ministry and the progress of the Presbyterian 
Church in Texas,” was his forceful contention. 
From this Presbyterian college, it is recorded there 
have gone forth 1050 graduates and an estimated 
6000 more undergraduates, a large proportion of 
whom became resident Texans. A survey of the 
graduates in 1933 classified them as follows: 343 
educators, 144 ministers and religious workers, 97 
in professional work, and 264 in general business. 
Of them it was written that 90% had attained suc- 
cess according to the business standards of life. 
Austin College has probably been the greatest sin- 
gle contributor to the prosperity and progress of 
Presbyterianism in Texas. 


In after years Home Missions advanced north- 
ward. A church of sixteen members was organized 
in a little village on the Trinity. Today, Dallas has 
a one-third million population, and the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Dallas, with its 2814 members, 
is the largest organization in the General Assembly. 


It was in 1884 that Dr. R. L. Dabney and Dr. 
R. K. Smoot, princely men in Presbyterianism, 
recognizing the vital need for more Presbyterian 
ministers in this vast missionary field, established 
the Austin School of Theology adjacent to the 
State University. This school of the prophets, with 








its small beginning of four students, renamed and § 


relocated, has become, under its present President, 
Dr. T. W. Currie, one of the most useful, potent, 
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and progressive seminaries of the South. It is esti- 
mated that it has trained and put into ministerial 
service, especially in Texas, 295 men, and exerted a 
constant missionary evangelistic passion of measure- 
less influence both at home and abroad. This gen- 
eration finds strong Presbyterian churches at all the 
important gateways of the state, and at all the 
greatest strategic centers from Texarkana to El 
Paso. 


At the close of the century, Texas Home Mis- 
sions sums up its standing with these impressive 
statistics: its ministers, 302, number one eighth of 
the Assembly roll; its elders and deacons, 3898, con- 
stitute one tenth of the total in the Assembly; its 
churches, 378, are one ninth of the Assembly’s; its 
membership, 55,629 is also one ninth of the As- 
sembly’s; and its candidates and licentiates, 63, out- 
number any other synod in the Assembly. In the 
records of 58 years of only one of the nine pres- 
byteries in the synod, there is entered the enroll- 
ment of 104 candidates for the ministry. Last year 
the synod added one seventh of the Assembly 
additions, 5868, and contributed: to the Assembly 
causes, $105,497; to synod’s benevolences, $117,875; 
and to its own maintenance and advance, $922,188; 
a grand total of $1,145,560. “The Lord hath done 
great things for us, whereof we are glad.” 


Notwithstanding this progress, the Century 
Highway is still the great, uncompleted task. Home 
Missions in Texas was never more important nor 
promising. What are 55,000 Presbyterians among 
over 6,000,000 people? One hundred and _ nine 
persons pass by before we meet the first member 
of the Presbyterian Church, U. S. And, of this 
vast population, literally millions never attend Sun- 
day school or church worship. Sunday, at the 
breakfast table, we figured on an old envelope. In 
that county seat it was estimated that two thirds 
of the county’s population never go to Sunday 
school, three fourths are not church members, and 
four fifths do not attend Sunday worship. Then 
the deacon added, “And, do you know, they are 
the biggest-hearted folks in the world, and the 
Worst cussers you ever heard.” That seems fairly 
typical of some rural sections of the state. Prob- 
ably over 60°% of the population of this state and 
four fifths of its territory may be classified as 
tural—and principally home mission. 


The city centers offer the greatest opportunities 
for more rapid development. Presbyterianism is 
more urban than rural. San Antonio and Houston 
have made notable progress in church-extension 
Work. It is published that 100,000 are available for 
Protestant church membership in the city of Dallas. 
Highland Park Church, Dallas, was organized ten 
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years ago. Today it is the fifth largest church in 
the Synod of Texas, with 1090 members and grow- 
ing rapidly. 

There are 600,000 or more Mexicans in Texas, a 
most fruitful field for Presbyterian investments. 
There are now forty-one Mexican churches, with 
as many more missions, served by thirty-three 
workers, mostly ordained Mexican ministers, with 
a church membership of 2,827. The Tex.-Mex. 
School for boys at Kingsville and Pres.-Mex. for 
girls at Taft are doing a wonderful missionary 
service and have won a large place in the heart of 
the Southwest’s Mexican people. As this is writ- 
ten, Dr. S. B. McLane, President of Tex.-Mex. In- 
dustrial Institute, has found it necessary to go to 
Mexico to pick the choicest one half of the many 
applications filed for admission to Tex.-Mex. for 
the fall of 1937, and to refuse the others. Tex.- 
Mex. cannot accommodate them. Mexico’s re- 
ligious controversy is this synod’s providential op- 
portunity. And he whose name leads all the rest 
in the remarkable success of synod’s Mexican work 
is Rev. Walter S. Scott of Waco. For forty-five 
years this beloved veteran has pioneered in this dis- 
tinctive missionary service, and a multitude call him 
blessed. 

But the way of advance is beset with many diffi- 
culties and strong opposing forces. World condi- 
tions seriously influence the Church’s task. Texas 
is airways minded and is a living part of all the 
world. Communism from Moscow calls strikes in 
Texas cities and is stirring the cauldron of envy and 
hatred. It is engendering bitterest contentions be- 
tween the employer and the employee from the 
coasts through every city center and out to the 
plainsman and the oil fields. The blatant “no God” 
doctrine is heard in halls and summer parks, in- 
sinuated in some schools and colleges, and embraced 
by anti-church people. The moral codes from 
Sinai and Galilee are looked upon by many as 
idealistic and violated with the same impunity that 
Italy, Germany and Japan show the covenant of 
the League of Nations. Among the ruins of the 
wrecked home life are found the devotees of liberty 
and license in the decimating sex problems. No 
more subtle enemy of the home, the church, the 
state exists than the subverter of the honor codes 
of chastity and purity. And this enemy is legion. 
The very progress of the state economically has its 
injurious attendants in increased commercialism, 
commercialized vice, Sabbath desecration, the neg- 
lect of organized religion, and the pushing of God 
out of daily life. The forces of sin in all their 
modern camouflage are impeding the highway 
progress and attacking the church’s foundations. It 
is the time in the Texas missionary adventure when 
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the Christian Church must recalculate the forces 
that are against it, as well as the opportunities that 
challenge it, and with new strategy and renewed 
faith press on. 

Presbyterian Home Missions has as responsible a 
contribution to make to life in Texas in our day as 
when Daniel Baker came. Our Church’s distin- 
guished educational policy, in character building 
and Christian service, is an urgent necessity. 2,000,- 
ooo Texas children, it is said, have no religious 
training at all. The Bible is not in their home life, 
nor in their school program, generally. An edu- 
cated ministry, eager and able to rightly divide the 
Word of Truth, in the midst of many variant faiths 
and unlearned teachers, is seriously needed. A doc- 
tor views with alarm: “while fifteen French chil- 
dren are being born, and while nineteen English 
children come to light, and while forty-three Ger- 
mans arrive, in that same period of minutes, 353 
Chinese are born. Will Asia rule the world to- 
morrow?” Americans may not shudder at that 
storm cloud. But the rising of a generation in our 
midst that does not know God is,summons number 
one for new efforts upon the part of us whose an- 
cient heritage is, “Thou shalt teach them line upon 
line.” Texas citizenship requires the Presbyterian 
educational characteristic for the character build- 
ing of a greater, better tomorrow. 

Our Church should contribute its utmost effec- 
tual evangelistic efforts to save the three million 
unchurched in this state. The synod has pressed 
evangelism through years. Its various committees 
have pleaded programs and multiplied meetings. 
The recommendation stands now that every church 
in Texas should hold at least one evangelistic meet- 
ing during the year. Each minister of synod, over 
three hundred strong, is urged to “give free serv- 
ice for at least one meeting each year.” And in 
the plan, thousands have been won for Christ. But 
what are 2,678 won on profession last year to the 
numberless thousands without God amongst us? 
Under the brush arbor of a Baptist church, the 
large placque faced the hundred people: “100,000 
souls for Christ in Texas.” The time set was from 
June to September, this summer. Every Baptist 
Church in Texas is listed for that soul-saving cam- 
paign. In one year the Baptists have added as many 
to their churches in the State of Texas upon pro- 
fession of faith alone as the total of our member- 
ship at the end of a century’s missionary endeavor. 
The highest officials in the Southern Methodist 
Church, in a recent meeting in Dallas, launched a 
challenging program for “125,000 new members in 
the Methodist churches of Texas by May 24, 1938, 
and that a chair of Evangelism be established at 
Southern Methodist University, Dallas.” 
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Our denomination must contribute its zeal, in- 
creased to burning, to seek the lost. The command 
“out to the highways and hedges and compel” is 
pointedly pertinent to Presbyterians in Texas. 

The fundamental truths Presbyterians teach and 
preach are basic facts seriously needed amongst us. 
God reigns. Men are dull and blind to that primary 
reality. Presbyterians preach no absentee God, nor 
purposeless Ruler, but the imminent Lord ruling 
over, and among, and in man to do His will. Texas 
is on the way to God’s goal, as surely as Cyrus or 
Paul. To bring into the human mind the thought 
of God’s presence, God’s purpose, God’s love, and 
man’s accountability to God, the first and domi- 
nant truth in our faith, is certainly required to 
rightly line up the lives of thousands in Texas 
today. 

Much more might be said of the doctrinal truths 
in the Presbyterian creed absent from the present 
average mind yet so very essential for the strong 
Christian life and righteous commonwealth. Texas 
lists 55 denominations at work within its borders. 
Left-wing types of sects and “isms” are included 
wholesale. In many sections blind leaders lead the 
blind. There is a serious heart cry in these sections 
for the faith of our fathers. 

There is a liberality of friendship in this West 
that opens a wide gate to the Presbyterian Church’s 
well-known interdenominational relationships. The 
Presbyterian Church is not only democratic in its 
government, but also in its public policy, and gen- 
erously fraternal in all church activities. In any 
community, it does not decline fellowship; in fel- 
lowship, it leads the way. In civil matters it pro- 
claims the separation of church and state as it ren- 
ders to Caesar the things that are Caesar’s and unto 
God the things that are God’s. The spirit of Pres- 
byterianism has a valuable ally for Christ and His 
church in the open spirit of Texas citizenship. 
Shall we not regard these blessings of our Church 
as obligations for Home Missions to go forward? 

Among the foremost in loyal lengthened mis- 
sionary service to this generation is synod’s revered 
Stated Clerk, Dr. Stonewall Jackson McMurry, 
whose ministry passed the half century mark last 
year. Dr. John V. McCall has been identified with 
the home-mission task through thirty-four of the 
forty-four vears of his strong Presbyterian leader- 
ship. Dr. C. W. Chambers at Livingston has given 
thirty-seven fruitful years in pioneer labors among 
the Alabama Indians of Polk County. But to Dr. 
Eugene S. Lowrance goes the double distinction of 
being both the senior of Texas pastors, with thirty- 
one vears of continuous pastorate at Iowa Park, and 
the dean of synod’s missionaries in unbroken la- 
bors among the forty-one years of his valiant, con- 














hae 


See BYR L ES 











indis 


abou 
perr 
up-t 
and 
us. 
Li 
vaca 
the 
larg: 
port 
Chu 


chu 
last 
year 
Jenr 
fron 
Tw 
fron 
Unt 
to ff 


heal 
side 
serv 

*Ri 


byteri 
Missic 





937 


West 
rch’s 
The 
n its 
gen- 
any 
| fel- 
pro- 
ren- 
unto 
Pres- 
1 His 
ship. 
yurch 
rd? 
mis- 
vered 
lurry, 
k last 
with 
f the 
>ader- 
given 
mong 
o Dr. 
ion of 
hirty- 
k, and 
en la- 


» con- 








RTPA rites + ir 








Home 
Mésssons 


structive service. Frontier men all, “who had an 
understanding of the times and knew what Israel 
ought to do.” The Synod of Texas owes unpayable 
ratitude to the Assembly’s worthy Home Mission 
leaders, Dr. S. L. Morris and Dr. Homer McMillan. 
Through years their wisdom and sagacity have seen 
Texas as the richest field of home-mission possibil- 
ities. Through their leadership, the Executive Com- 
mittee of Home Missions in Atlanta has given its 
tens of thousands of dollars annually to maintain 
and extend the home-mission highways of the state. 
The Synod of Texas has repeatedly expressed its 
profound thankfulness for that eminent counsel and 
indispensable assistance that has so splendidly co- 
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Operated in bringing Texas Presbyterianism to its 
present prominent state and brightest hopefulness. 

A posted minister was recently asked: “What is 
the greatest need of the Synod of Texas today?” 
His answer snapped quickly: “Missions.” In ‘the 
business world, Texas is declared to be the most 
rapidly developing state in the Union, with a far 
greater future in agriculture, industry, education, 
and religion. It is the deep conviction of many 
that aggressive missions in Texas now promises ‘a 
greater future for the church, the state, and the 
Lord among nations than at any radiant period 
along the one hundred years of its Century High- 
way. 





Home Mission Work and Prospects 
In Louisiana Presbytery 


By Joun R. RIcHARDSON* 


HE excellent book, Other Men Labored, from 
bie experienced and efficient hand of Dr. 

Homer McMillan makes us open our eyes anew 
about our own doors. This book has an unusual 
permanent value and most of it will always be 
up-to-date. We must all faithfully express in zeal 
and devotion the stirring impressions it makes upon 
us. 

Louisiana Presbytery, like many others, has no 
vacant churches now, nor has had for long since 
the depression came. It does have great and en- 
larging needs. Many places are devoid of the op- 
portunities and influences which a Presbyterian 
Church brings. 

About two thirds of our churches are mission 
churches. That situation has changed little in the 
lat decade. One became self-supporting a few 
years ago, namely, Oakdale. A splendid church, 
Jennings, joined our presbytery by its own petition 
from the Congregational Church during this time. 
Two or three churches have willingly dropped 
from the roll and as many more may do so soon. 
Until recently but one was organized, and it was 
to fill a temporary oil-field need. 

We are now rejoicing in a very recent and 
healthy organization in Baton Rouge, the North- 
side Presbyterian Church. Dr. O. G. Davis, while 
serving as pastor-evangelist in missions in Baton 
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“Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., is pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church of Alexandria, Louisiana, and Chairman of Home 
Missions in Louisiana Presbytery. 


Rouge and vicinity, began visiting in the northern 
section of the city early in this year. The big need 
which presbytery’s leaders had recognized was at 
once substantiated. February 21 a Sunday school 
opened in a home, and ladies’ and men’s groups 
each began to meet soon thereafter. Preaching was 
done in the home and later in a school auditorium 
by Dr. Chas. H. Vos, a returned missionary, now 
practicing medicine here, who alternated with Dr. 
Davis while he was busy in the other churches. Dr. 
Vos is doing valiant lay-preaching. As a result of 
this work and Mrs. Davis’ leadership in the auxil- 
iary and the Sunday school, on May 4 a commis- 
sion from Louisiana Presbytery organized a church 
whose charter roll reached fifty-six, twenty of 
whom joined on profession of faith, many of them 
being adults. The membership touches twenty-six 
homes, representing sixteen different Presbyterian 
churches over the land, with a few from other 
denominations. Five more have now been received. 
The Sunday school has enrolled eighty-one. July 
11 the cornerstone for a two-story religious educa- 
tion building, with auditorium for worship for the 
present, was laid in an impressive service at a ves- 
per hour. The location is very fortunate. It is 
almost midway between Monte Sano and the First 
Church. The former has steadily grown at a high 
percentage rate for many years, and the latter has 
grown over 300% in the past few years. No 
Protestant church is within a half mile of North- 
side. The city is growing faster than any other we 
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know and most rapidly in this immediate section. 
It is here that the several additional industrial plants 
are being erected, and a new bridge is being built 
to span the Mississippi here. Hundreds of homes in 
the last six months have been built within a short 
radius of Northside. Additional ones are going up 
constantly. The nucleus is an unusually fine group 
of enthusiastic, zealous, sacrificial folk. Presbytery 
is enthusiastic over the splendid progress already 
made and over the opportunity for future growth. 

But this same thing in varying stages needs to be 
repeated over and over. Our self-supporting 
churches need the stimulus for mission giving, 
working, and praying that this and Monte Sano 
have given. Several of our mission churches have 
been as efficient for their fields. Some others seem 
to have rendered their respective services and may 
need to yield to other places that cry out. In other 
towns, industrial development is rapid and challeng- 
ing, and Kingdom calls sound clear. The large 
majority that are unreached should disturb us 
greatly. The hosts of former Catholics now un- 
attached and the rapidity with which they respond 
to Protestant work brings us our share of responsi- 
bility. Changing times demand our increased alert- 
ness in missions. 

The leadership associated with the chairman of 
Home Missions is baffled to know how to meet 
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these exceptional needs. It is a serious thing to 
withdraw from fields already occupied if we are 
still needed, but how to tell in the face of con- 
ditions that appear is the question. It is difficult 
to determine just which other places will justify 
the necessary expense of putting strong men there 
to begin the work. Grouping of widely scattered 
missions is a big problem. Special evangelistic ef- 
forts in the small and strong churches is a present 
major activity. 

The chairman is inclined to be persuaded by a 
former superintendent of missions, who cannot ac- 
cept this kind of work now, that the surest way of 
knowing that we are doing our best for our Lord is 
to put a man in the field again. If one is to be had 
who will live in a half-time field only so long as 
necessary to get it ready for good live grouping, 
and then be moved by presbytery to another such 
church, spending the remaining half of the time in 
mission-church rehabilitation, dissolving or start- 
ing as conditions warrant, or in evangelistic meet- 
ings, he can be effective eyes and ears for the pres- 
bytery again and do much of its actual work. In 
his counsel the solutions can be found and effected. 

We invite the prayerful codperation of others, 
both within our presbytery and beyond its bounds, 
in greater home-mission work, the Church’s pres- 
ent and permanent call for Kingdom building. 





ion Progress and Opportunity 
In the Mountains 


By Joun W. Luxe* 


HE Bible School Teachers and some of the 

young people were camping over night on one 

of the giant peaks among the mountains of 
western North Carolina. After driving a long way 
and getting things ready for the night, we were 
taking a breathing spell. Looking down from our 
superior height, the valleys and mountains were a 
patchwork of shadows and light spots as the sun 
poised itself before plunging below the horizon. As 
we looked out across mountain range upon moun- 
tain range with the shadowed valleys between, one 
girl made this strikingly descriptive remark—‘“Oh! 
It looks like a giant’s grave yard!” There below 
us those great mountains lay, silent as death, as if 
great cyclopes had fallen in battle and had been 
covered with earth where they lay. Some of these 


*Rev. John W. Luke is pastor-evangelist in Ashe County, N. C. 


magnificent ranges, lying below us, paralleled each 
other. Others lay in helter-skelter fashion as if 
there had been no plan nor purpose in the heaping 
up of these great silent graves. Amidst these 
shadowy hollows and ranges a people have lived, 
are still living, and will continue to live. Amongst 
them Christ’s great work of soul-saving must go on. 

The section of the Blue Ridge Mountains to 
which I call your attention is that which lies in 
Ashe and Wilkes Counties, located in the extreme 
northwestern corner of North Carolina. The Pres- 
byterian work in Ashe County began before the 
Revolutionary War, but it died out. Again circuit 
riders came before the War Between the States, 
but this too was discontinued. In 1897 and 1898 
Dr. E. E. Gillespie, then just from the seminary, 
started a new era for the Presbyterian Church in 
this section. He rode the mountains over, preach- 
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ing as he went. During this period he organized 
and built the old Ebenezer Presbyterian Church 
which is the first Presbyterian church in the 
county. After Dr. E. E. Gillespie left this field, 
home-mission work reached a very low ebb, al- 
though it was continued with decreasing zeal. 
The coming of R. H. Stone in 1921 as a seminary 
student from Union Seminary, Richmond, Vir- 
ginia, brought new impetus to the work. With all 
his practical ardor, he has been pouring his life and 
surength into the work of Christ here. New preach- 
ing points were started, new churches erected, and 
by the aid of The Ashe Presbyterian, a little “einai 
mission paper which he publishes, the work was 
thrown before the eyes of the Southern Pres- 
byterian Church. This little paper served also to 
confute many of the false ideas and prejudices 
common among the people of the mountains con- 
cerning the Presbyterian Church. Having organ- 
ied and built some of the finest churches in Ashe 


' County, Mr. Stone is still carrying on his arduous 


work. After he had been in the field about six 
years, I came to Ashe County from the seminary 
at Richmond to assist in the work. At first I won- 
dered if I could speed up enough to fit into the ag- 
gressive program Mr. Stone was carrying out. 
After working with him for a while and taking 
over a part of the field, I have succeeded in organ- 
izing a few churches and in erecting some build- 
ings. 








The diagram accompanying this article will 
show you in a graphic way the growth of the 
Church for at least a few years, vz., the period 
from 1923 through 1934. Since this cut was made, 
another chanel was organized by Rev. D. F. Helm, 
who labored ardently with us for about two years. 
The membership in this field now will number a 
little less than a thousand. The work has also 
jumped across the line into Wilkes County. Two 
newly organized churches in this county are car- 
ried on as a part of our field. A beautiful stone 
church building has been built at Bethel Church 
in Wilkes County. It is the only stone church of 
any denomination in this county. Services are be- 
ing held at two other points regularly besides those 
of the organized churches. There has been a re- 
markable growth in this particular part of Wilkes 
County. Within two years’ time one hundred fifty 
people have united with our church. All this took 
place in a section where there was not a single 
Presbyterian prior to that time. 

In connection with this whole work, two manses 
have been established, one at Jefferson and the 
other at Glendale Springs. Such is the brief his- 
tory of the work. There is one question: Have the 
results been worth the cost in labor, time, and 
money? 

When you count the uplift to communities, 
when you count the newly organized Sunday 
schools which have been running where there were 
none before, when you count 
a score of noble young people 
going out into the world from 
the little home-mission high 
school to live for Christ, when 
you count the many times you 
have brought Christ’s sym- 
pathy to the sorrowing at the 
grave, when you count the 
words of a father who thanks 
you for coming to this country 
and making it possible for his 
daughter to die a Christian, 
when you recall these things 
and many others, you can say 
from your heart the results are 
well worth the cost of labor, 
time, and money. 

As I write this we are in the 
midst of our most active work 
of the year. Two Christian 
Chautauquas are conducted 
simultaneously and contin- 
uously throughout the sum- 
mer. These Chautauquas are a 
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Chautauqua tent and Bible School 


combination of Vacation Church Schools for the 
children and revival services for the community. 
They are held in tents and continue for two weeks 
at each church. In the Christian Chautauqua we 
actually get in touch with one fourth of the school 
children of the county. Our most active work is 
done during the summer months because winter 
brings such severe weather and such muddy roads 
that it is impossible to do then what we do in the 
summer. Out of the busy moments of our summer 
work, I am taking the time to write of this work, 
to tell a little of its past, and, what is better still, 
to impress upon you the great opportunity for 
the future. 

The great mountain sections are being opened 
up as never before. Great highways are at last 
being constructed. These roads are bringing in 
many outside road workers. The wonderful Federal 
project, “The Park to Park Highway,” is now 
under construction and will run almost the length 
of the Blue Ridge Mountains. This nationally 
famed road is already bringing tourists into our 
midst from the outside world. Shall our freedom- 
loving highlander of the Blue Ridge become the 
hired man of the tourist and have set before him 
the example of the world? The “Good Time 
Worldlings” who will glide along over mountain 
tops in their fine cars will help to put the stamp 
of the world upon our girls and boys. Shall we 
not continually transform them by God’s grace 
rather than let them conform to the evil of the 
world? 

There is still a great work for our little home- 
mission high school to do. Some people are yelling, 
“Let the state educate our young people.” The 
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state cannot give our young people 
what our high school at Glade Valley 
can give them. I know it from man 
experiences. This little school is mould- 
ing the characters of our young men 
and women. It is giving a Christian 
cast to our young people, and many 
of them go out to give their best for 
Christ in the world. Yes, there is stil] 
a great work for our little home- 
mission high school. Someone said 
something like this, “Who knows but 
God Himself is saving the highlander 
in his fastnesses for a day to save 
America for Christ.” 


There is great opportunity for a 
progressive Christian Church in our 
mountains. No longer will our young 
people listen to a preacher who in his 
ignorance and narrowness scandalizes 
other Christian churches. They are 

turning from this doleful situation to a fairer and 
more progressive church. We need a church that 
will provide Sunday schools, that will give our young 
people and children training. We need churches in 
the mountains that are connected to the rest of God’s 
world and have a world vision of God’s work for a 
Christian. 

There is also a great work in the evangelistic 
field in the mountains. Many of our sister churches 
are not stressing evangelism today as they once did. 
One of our most far-sighted ministers said to me a 
few weeks ago, “The Presbyterian Church has one 
of the greatest opportunities it has ever had to do 
evangelistic work.” There has been so much stress 
upon education and psychology that many young 
ministerial students are forgetting the evangelistic 
fervor of our great men of the past. In some 
cases evangelism is being left to the non-denomina- 
tionalist with his tent. But there is plenty of 
opportunity for the Presbyterian also if he will 
take his tent where the masses of people who need 
it live, to the “byways and hedges.” 

The home-mission work must be an aggressive 
work, for we are on the front lines fighting the 
Devil for souls. In one of my meetings this summer 
we asked all the Christians to come to the front. 
Only one third of the congregation were Christians. 
We have many such congregations in our tents 
during the summer campaigns. If there is a real 
home-mission church asleep it is not because there 
is no work to do. There is much to do both in 
evangelizing and in training for Christ. 

Some may think or imagine the day of home- 
mission work is over, but it is not. Only a dead 
church with no vision could say that. I trust the 
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Home 
Misstons 


home-mission eyes of our Church will be ever open 


to their opportunities of today. 


What of the future of home-mission work? As 
it has been proved in the past, this work is the 
foundation of our great churches of tomorrow. 
Some of our little settlements of today will be 
teaming cities of tomorrow. Still there will be 
work for us to do. When a city grows there is 
always mission work around it, and as long as there 
are smaller communities in the country, there will 
be mission work. As long as people move about 
the country from this place to that there will be a 
need for home missions. As for the work all up and 
down our Blue Ridge Mountains, there is much 
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evangelization to be done, there is still a great work 
of training. Shall we let false ideas on the part of 
some people discontinue a work when half the 
population are unsaved, shall we let false pride keep 
us from reaching out to the multitudes, shall we 
let formalism make us so stiff we cannot reach down 
and help the needy, shall we let selfishness stint the 
work, shall we let the lack of Christ’s love and 
vision paralyze our great home-mission work? 

To those of us who are watching over the moun- 
tain heights today there comes a vision of more 
souls saved for Christ, there comes a voice that 
says, “Go ye into all the world, and preach the 
gospel.” 





Home Missions—Presbytery of Memphis 


By J. J. 


DEFINED 


HE expression, “Home Missions,” in its com- 

prehensive interpretation embraces all that 

goes into the effort to make the homeland 
Christian; just as “Foreign Missions” includes all 
that goes into the effort of Christianizing a foreign 
land. The three principal functions of both are 
evangelism, sustentation, and education; or to use 
other terms, gathering, sustaining, and developing. 
The large part of home-mission work is accom- 
plished by the self-sustaining churches caring for 
their own parishes, and the term “Home Missions” 
in common use applies to the work outside the 
bounds of the parishes worked by the self-sustaining 
churches. 


FACTUAL STATEMENTS 


The Presbytery of Memphis, embracing all west 
Tennessee, is an average cross-section of the 
Presbyterian Church, U. S. It has no peculiar 
features, and consists of the two general classes, 
tural and urban. It contains two cities (one of 
these is the largest in the state) and many towns 
of varying sizes, and the land is nearly all arable. 
It has a population of nearly 800,000, more than 
half of whom do not belong to any church, Prot- 
tstant or Catholic: hence, there are more than 
400,000 to be won for Christ or eternally lost. More 
than one lost soul for every professed Christian, 


ee 


*Rev. J. J. Hill, D.D., is Superintendent of Home Missions in 
Memphis Presbytery. 


HI..* 


and, “How shall (we) go up to (our) Father and 
the lad be not with (us)?” 

The home-mission work in this territory, fifty to 
125 years ago, was entirely rural, as the land was 
being occupied by settlers. For the past fifty years 
the advance work of Home Missions has been 
urban, following the people with the gospel as they 
moved into the cities and towns. Here is a concrete 
example: a young man, having put himself under 
the care of the presbytery as a candidate for the 
gospel ministry, was placed in a new sub-division 
of a city, during the summer before he went to the 
seminary, to see what he could find. He surveyed 
the territory, organized and conducted a Sunday 
school in one of the homes. When he left for the 
seminary, the presbytery organized a church of 
twenty-one members. The laymen of the city 
helped to provide a lot and built a chapel. The 
Home Mission Committee provided a supply pastor 
until the young man finished his seminary course. 
He was called and settled as pastor. With the aid 
given by the Home Mission Committee, in a dozen 
years he had a self-supporting church with near 
400 members, actively functioning in all the depart- 
ments of our denomination’s program. This is one 
of four urban missions which have been developed 
into self-supporting churches in recent years by 
Home Missions in this presbytery, and there are 
others on the way. The policy has been to place 
a minister for full-time wherever there was op- 
portunity to develop a self-sustaining church, 
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While the urban work has been en- 
couraging, the rural work has been more 
difficult and less encouraging. A large 
part of the leadership and money have 
gone from the country to the cities and 
large towns. The automobiles which 
ought to have aided the rural churches 
have helped to destroy them. So the rural 
churches have had a struggle for ex- 
istence, and were it not for the sustenta- 
tion element of Home Missions many of 
them would be lost. The importance of 
maintaining the rural work appears from 
several angles. First, the community 
would be spiritually impoverished with- 
out the church. Second, the rural church 
is a training center for the young people 
who will stay, or go, to be the leaders of 
tomorrow. Third, the day must and will 
come when there will be a movement 
back to the country, and the church 
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should be there when that day comes. 


EFFECTIVE EVANGELISM A NECESSITY 


Statistics reveal that we need to stress 
the element of evangelism if the home- 
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land is to become Christian. Jesus said, 
“And I, if I be lifted up from the earth, will 
draw all men unto. me.” Evidently He has not 
been lifted up as He should be, for all in West 
Tennessee have not been drawn to Him. Reach- 
ing the lost and the careless is the first busi- 
ness of the saved. Jesus said, go and evangelize the 
world. We talk and write much, pro and con, about 
methods of evangelism. Christ is interested not in 
methods, but in the accomplishment of the work. 
President McKinley said, “Take this letter to 
Garcia.” What he wanted was the mission accom- 
plished. If it could not be done one way, do it 
another. Jesus wants the mission accomplished, if 
it cannot be done one way, it must be done another. 
Some say the day of great evangelistic meetings is 
past. Well, we may all thank God if the day of 
some types and methods has passed, but let us hope 
that the day of great evangelistic meetings may 
never be a thing of the past until Jesus comes again. 
There are many types of people. They will never 
all be saved by the same method. Some are intel- 
ligent, some ignorant. Some are moved by reason, 
some by emotions. There are thousands of individ- 
ual types, all should be reached. So there is room 
for many methods. Few have been reached for 
Christ without the personal touch; hence, some 
believe only in personal evangelism. If all Chris- 
tians would do today what the Christians of Jeru- 





salem did when driven out by persecution, go 
everywhere telling of the saving power and love 
of Jesus, a new day would dawn. Yet there are 
people who can never be reached by the quiet 
method of personal evangelism. Probably the most 
effective effort is a combination of the evangelistic 
meeting and personal evangelism. The proclamation 
of the gospel to the people assembled, supported by 
thorough personal evangelism between services, 1S 
the most effective plan I have ever witnessed. I have 
seen both these methods worked separately with 
meager results. 


SoME MISTAKES 


We have probably been making some mistakes. 
The evangelistic campaign put on by a professional 
for the purpose of staging a great religious fete, and 
turning it into a high-powered machine to extract 
a large sum of money out of the people to enrich 
the professional, was a mistake. The common prac- 
tice of having an annual revival meeting in 4 
church for one week, conducted by another pastor, 
has largely failed of desired results. One trouble is 
that little or no preparation had been made, and 
the week’s effort was required to get the congrega- 
tion ready for a revival. I have seen multiplied ex- 
amples of this. Few great revivals have ever been 
experienced in one week. More time is required. 
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Revival meetings of two weeks to a month might 
hope to have results. It might be wise to give more 
time to the meeting and, if necessary, have them 
less frequently. 

Possibly there is another element of hindrance 
that has not been considered. It has been the custom 
to raise an honorarium for the visiting minister. If 
he is not employed elsewhere, and dependent on his 
evangelistic work for support, he should be paid; 
but ministers who have a living salary and whose 
time belongs to another work should not receive 
an honorarium. The work to which they are 
obligated in reality is doing the evangelistic work 
through them and paying them for it. Receiving an 
honorarium is in reality selling time twice. People 
should have the opportunity to give expression in 
a material way for the special spiritual blessings 
they receive during a meeting, so an offering 
should be taken. The actual expenses of travel, and 
supplying his place if necessary, should be given the 
visiting minister, and the extra congregational ex- 
penses paid, the remainder should go to the home- 
mission work, that others might have similar bless- 
ings. Often more thought and effort is expended 
on the honorarium than for the real object of the 
meeting. I have seen the above method practiced 
and know its value. Nothing is said against the 
honorarium, but thoughtful people see the double 
deal and it adds nothing to the spiritual power of 
the meeting. 

SUPREME NEED 


The supreme need is the energizing power of the 
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Holy Spirit. The work cannot be done by human 
wisdom, might, and power, but by the power of 
the Holy Spirit. He alone can open the blind eyes 
and quicken the dead heart. Salvation is a super- 
human, divine work. This great fact is too often 
in the background with us instead of in the fore- 
ground, where it belongs. 

The saved have no adequate conception of the 
fact that more than half the population are on the 
very brink of eternal ruin, and that the saved are 
the watchmen God has commissioned to warn the 
lost of their peril. The lost are oblivious to the 
fact of their eternal ruin. The Bible makes the 
revelation, and the preachers preach it, but the truth 
falls on deaf ears and dead hearts, and the eyes are 
blinded by sin, so the truth is not seen, heard, and 
believed. The Holy Spirit alone can make the 
revelation of the truth real. God is more willing 
to give the Holy Spirit than earthy parents are to 
give good gifts to their children. We have not 
asked, or we have asked amiss. We need the Master 
to teach us to pray. We have our greatest lifting 
power when we are on our knees. 


The Holy Spirit has the power and can do the 
work, but the divine plan is for it to be done through 
human agency. We have not offered the kind of 
instruments to the Holy Spirit that He could use. 
He cannot use a self-centered, pleasure-seeking, 
worldly-minded instrument. Christianity today 1s 
not characterized by sacrificial lives in the service 
of God and humanity. The church needs a new 

(Continued on page 748) 





Spice 


When and where will the Presbyterian Youth 
Convention on World Missions be held? 

Who is sponsoring the Youth Convention on World 
Missions and what is the purpose of the Con- 
vention? 

Who is eligible to attend? What is the theme of 
the Convention? 

What can we say about the importance and promise 
of Home Missions in Texas today? 

Are there any vacant churches in Louisiana Presby- 
tery? What are the great and enlarging needs? 


Box 


What home-mission progress has been made in Ashe 
and Wilkes Counties? 

Which is the only stone church in Wilkes County? 

How have the great mountain sections been opened 
up in recent years? What are the opportunities 
for home-mission work? 

Define “Home Missions.” 

What, according to the Superintendent of Home 
Missions in Memphis Presbytery, is our supreme 
need? 





ASSEMBLY’S HOME MISSIONS 
Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—November 1, 1936............... $94,331.26 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—-November 1, 1937... .. 


Increase in offering for seven months................. 


.. 96,989.15 
este $ 2,657.89 










ne ee we ee a we wr ww eer ee ww wwe ceoneces 

















Christian Education and Ministerial Relief 


HENRY H. SWEETS, MARGARET LANE, KATHARINE A. SEE, Editors 
410 Urban Building, Louisville, Ky. 














“And the Government 
Shall Be Upon His Shoulder” 


gee the shepherds might have understood 
it—because very simple people so often under- 

stand—but the Wise Men would have been hard 
put to it to explain how the government could ever 
rest upon those tiny shoulders nestling placidly in 
the arms of the Blessed Mary. Even today, if we are 
honest, we feel surprised at the Lordship of Christ 
in some roughhewn life. 

Christmas was God’s surprise for a roughhewn 
world. “God came down.” That is surprise enough, 
but did it ever occur to you how human a gesture 
it was? Christmas time is a time of unexpectedness 
still: the unexpected visit, the unexpected present, 
is of the essence of the piece. And it was that, too, 
in pagan Rome long before Christ came. 

For centuries before He came, men had gathered 
throughout the empire to make merry: to give each 
other gifts and to do surprising things—as if it were 
some deep-down instinct in the human heart that, 
when the weather was most bitter and the days most 
dark, men must come together to cheer each other 
on. Old records tell us even the nature of the 
offerings. Whatever other things men might ex- 
change, they must give honeyed things (“that 
bitter days might be sweeter”) and lamps (“that 
dark days might be light”). 

How human, then, was the gesture of God that 
first Christmas Day. God became one with men. 
He did not hesitate to set the seal of His approval 
on their homeliest instincts. Just when the world 
was most bitter and the hopes of men most dark, 
He, too, gave His present—the gift of infinite sweet- 
ness and of infinite enlightenment. 


A Surprise GIrt 


But it was not only certain gifts that men had to 
give in December in bad old pagan days—they were 
expected, also, to do surprising things. It was a dull 
boy in the classics form whose eyes do not brighten 
when the time comes to read about the Feast of 
Saturn. At the sign of that star, what unexpected 
things men did in stately foursquare Rome! Just 


for a day men turned their solid world exactly 
upside down. Servants became masters; masters 
became slaves; and on the children fell the govern- 
ment of the vast estates—to make the days less bitter 
and the nights less dark. 

And once again at Christmas, God did not rebuke 
man’s blind essays at truth! Right in the winter of 
man’s discontent, when the old world was almost 
mad with its own continuance, God took it and 
He turned it precisely upside down. At the sign of 
another star, He gave the world its great and last 
surprise—a little child upon whose shoulders was 
His government for ever! 


LOOKING FOR A SAVIOUR 


For centuries the Jewish people had been looking 
for a saviour who would come and put things 
right. For three hundred years they had been 
dominated by a hope. By the time Christ came, 
the expectation had become so vivid that they read 
it in every event; so earnest that it enveloped every 
prayer; so throbbing in its portents that even the 
heathen world began to look in the direction that 
they pointed. How did they expect He would 
come? The priests expected the Mighty One would 
come in the clouds of heaven, there at the Temple 
steps, to proclaim the newer day. The nobles ex- 
pected He would rather come at the head of some 
army mighty with banners, to break their chains 
and set them free. And, just when their world was 
on tiptoe of expectation, the priests at the Temple 
gates, and the nobles on the outer wall, waiting 
impatiently the sign from heaven, just then, in 
quiet Bethlehem, the sign was given: “This shall 
be your sign... ye shall find a Babe.” To dominate 
a world confusion! A Babe lying in a manger! 


“They all were looking for a King _ 

To slay their foes and set them high— 
He came a little Baby thing, 

To make a woman cry.” 


(Continued on page 768) 
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Yet if His Majesty, our sovereign lord, 
Should of his own accord 
Friendly himself invite, 


And say, “I'll be your guest to-morrow night,” 
How should we stir ourselves, call and command, 
Let no man idle stand! 


“Set me fine Spanish tables in the hall; 


See they be fitted all; 
Let there be room to eat 


And orders taken that there want no meat. 
See every sconce and candlestick made bright, 
That without tapers they may give a light. 


“Look to the presence; are the carpets spread, 


The dazie o’er the head, 
The cushions in the chairs, 


And all the candles lighted on the stairs? 


Perfume the chambers, and in any case 


Let each man give attendance in his place!” 


Thus if a king were coming would we do 


And ’twere good reason, too; 

For ’tis a duteous thing 

To show all honour to an earthly king, 
And after all our travail and our cost, 


So he be pleased, to think no labour lost. 


But at the coming of the King of Heaven 


All’s set at six and seven; 
We wallow in our sin, 


Christ cannot find a chamber in the inn. 
We entertain Him always like a stranger, 
And, as at first, still lodge Him in the manger. 


—Author unknown. 
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Feasting the King 


(This beautiful Elizabethan fragment was discovered by the late 
H. H. Bullen in Christ Church Library, Oxford.) 
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“As Thy Servant Was Busy Here and There-” 


By MarGareT LANE 


€¢ ICK, can you talk with me for a little 
D while—you are not too busy?” the 
minister's wife looked in at the study 

door. 

“Come in, Marian, and sit here with me by the 
fire. I have finished my Sunday sermons and will 
soon be going up to bed. Have you something 
special on your mind?” 

“Indeed I have, with Christmas all but here. 
What are you going to preach about on Sunday 
morning?” 

The minister’s tone held a note of satisfaction, 
“T have chosen those words in Matthew when our 
Lord, looking with compassion on the multitudes 
gathered in that desert place, said to His disciples, 
‘Give ye them to eat.’ 1 have a great responsibility 
in having been put on the campaign committee for 
the Community Chest. The other men feel that, 
because of the prestige and influence of our church 
in the city, it will be a tremendous help if I can 
line up our membership behind the campaign and 
influence them to subscribe far beyond what they 
have in the past. I’m putting everything I have into 
it, for it is an opportunity which doesn’t come to a 
minister very often. The Monday papers are to 
carry the sermon, with pictures of the church and 
minister. Altogether it means quite a lot to me 
personally, for these things help a_preacher’s 
standing. I want to preach it the last Sunday in 
November, for then we will get the impetus of the 
spirit of benevolence and charity which accom- 
panies the Christmas season—and we will get it 
before other calls are heard. But you wanted to 
ask about something, what is it?” 

“It is really most important. As you know, your 
own son, Hugh, is responsible for the cause of 
Christian Education and Ministerial Relief in the 
young people’s society. He has become deeply in- 
terested in it, has read all the literature, and gotten 
the others interested, too. They have planned quite 
a campaign for the Joy Gift and are full of enthu- 
siasm: Hugh has sent me to ask you to preach a 
sermon for them so that the whole congregation 
will want to share in this Joy Gift offering.” She 
saw the cloud on her husband’s face and added, 
“I’ve been so happy over his interest. These high- 
school years are particularly hard for a minister’s 
son—there are many temptations.” 

“See here, Marian,” he tried not to show his 
impatience, “I’m sorry, but I just cannot do it this 
year. As a matter of fact, I have decided not to 
stress the Joy Gift at all. If the auxiliary wishes 
to make an offering, let them do it, but I do not 


want to present the appeal to the congregation at 
large, and I especially do not want any effort made 
to reach the men.” 

“You do not want the appeal for the Joy Gift 
for Ministerial Relief presented to the congregation, 
did you say, Dick?” He knew the storm signals 
of grey flashing eyes and heightened color and 
went on hurriedly, “I mean that I do not want the 
offering stressed. Just at this time, when I have this 
important public position, it is imperative that my 
church make a good showing. It is unfortunate 
that the two should come together, but there it is. 
If I allow an enthusiastic presentation of the Joy 
Gift, you know very well that many people will 
merely divide their gifts and the showing from our 
church will be poor. After all, I am afraid that our 
Committees sometimes exaggerate the need in order 
to stir our emotions. Our budget gifts are intended 
to cover Ministerial Relief. Explain to Hugh, will 
you, Marian? Some other time—” 

Marian had risen, “And you a minister! Go on 
and preach your sermon on ‘Give ye them to eat’ 
so that your church will make a good showing for 
the Community Chest. I am a home missionary’s 
daughter and I know what need there may be. | 
know my Bible, too, and Pll leave two texts with 
you which are good foils for yours. This is one, 
‘But if any provide not for his own, and specially 
for those of his own house, he hath denied the 
faith, and is worse than an infidel.’ And this is the 
other, ‘As thy servant was busy here and there, he 
was gone.’” 

The door closed softly and the minister went 
back to his desk. His fine intellectual face was 
troubled. “Now what does Marian mean by that? 
She has an uncanny power of shooting straight to 
the heart of something which I have entirely 
overlooked.” 

The last Sunday of November was sunny, clear 
and cold. The church was crowded to the doors 
and the streets for a block around lined with cars. 
The flowers, a memorial to some departed saint, 
were expensively perfect in their setting; the 
anthem from the “Messiah” beautifully sung by 
the choir. The minister preached from the text, 
“Give ye them to eat,” a sermon on which he had 
spent many hours of labor, in studying, revising, 
and polishing. The Monday papers printed a with 
editorials commending it as setting forth in ideal 
form the objectives of the Community Chest cam- 
paign. When he went to the ministers’ meeting, 
his brother ministers congratulated him warmly, 
while, at intervals through the day, fellow mem- 
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Christian Education 


and Ministerial Relief 


bers of the campaign committee telephoned to 
praise “your magnificent effort. We will get a 
reat response, we know.” 

His wife had not renewed the subject, but when 
eager for her praise, he asked, “How did I do, little 
girl?” she replied, “Splendid, Dick,” adding with a 
touch of mischief, “the very best of your second 
bests.” 

“Why, Marian, how unkind of you—only the 
best of my second bests?” But she had laughingly 
kissed him and refused to explain. But the words 
stayed with him, and, as he began to plan his ser- 
mons, other thoughts came to plague him. They 
said nothing, but he knew that his wife and son 
were disappointed. What had she meant by those 
verses she had left with him? He knew from experi- 
ence that she meant something. They just didn’t 
understand. Anyway, these things, the old ministers 
and their dependents, made a special appeal to 
women—let them make the offering. Men had to 
take a broader and more practical view of things. 

But the ghost of the Joy Gift for Ministerial 
Relief refused to be laid. Over and over again he 
argued it, till he found himself waking at night, 
sometimes on the phrase, “make a good showing,” 
sometimes on “if any. provide not for his own, he 
hath denied the faith,” or on the words, “the best 
of your second bests.” But, oftener than not, he 
woke to find these words repeating themselves in 
his mind, “While thy servant was busy here and 
there, he was gone...” 

“Here” he said, after a restless night, “I’ll settle 
this thing once for all.” From a pile of papers 
which had been gathering on his desk for some 
weeks, he drew out a package sent him by the 
Ministerial Relief Committee and began to read. 
“Sixty-four cents a day per family—perhaps they 
do not exaggerate after all. I begin to see now— 
‘but if any provide not for his own .. . he hath 
denied the faith.’ This is the ‘Inasmuch’ of my Lord 
which has first claim on the very best which I can 
give. Yes, that is what Marian meant—that while I 
have been ‘busy here and there’ I have been in 
danger of letting the really precious and important 
thing slip away from me. Let’s see, this is Thurs- 
day, Pll get her to give me an early lunch and be 
off to the woods for the afternoon.” 

The second Sunday of December came, one of 
those rare days of winter which seemed to gather 
into itself the soft radiance of the spring with the 
golden lights of autumn. Again the church was full, 
but these were his own people and the reporters 
Were not present. The text which he had chosen 
for his sermon was the twenty-sixth verse of the 
fifteenth chapter of Acts: “Men that have hazarded 
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their lives for the name of our Lord Jesus Christ.” 

“Friends,” he began, “I want to bring before you 
this morning the long and glorious history of the 
Ministry of the Word of God.” Then beginning 
with Abel, Enoch and Noah, “preachers of right- 
eousness to their generations,” he drew aside the 
veil of the long centuries and brought before their 
eyes these Men of God, who, in all ages and all 
circumstances of race and tongue and country, had 
hazarded their lives in keeping alive in the hearts 
of men their eternal destiny as children of the One 
True God. “Shall I read to you,” he said in con- 
clusion, “what Sylvester Horne, a great preacher 
of England wrote of these Men of God? 


““Who should be proud of their calling, if not we? 
Think of the procession of the preachers! No range of 
mountains has ever been high enough to stay their prog- 
ress; no river deep and broad enough to daunt them; no 
forests dark and dense enough to withstand their advance. 
No poet has ever sung the epic of their sacrifices. Was 
there ever such a romance? Was ever love exalted to so 
pure a passion? Was ever in the human heart so unquench- 
able a fire? Silver and gold they had none. Such as they 
had they gave. The alms they contributed were faith, hope, 
love. Wherever they went they trod a pilgrim road and 
flung forth their faith, often to a scornful and skeptical 
generation. But what heeded they? They passed onward 
from frontier to frontier, the legion that never was counted, 
that never knew defeat. 

“‘Gradually, before their message, ancient pagan em- 
pires tottered, heathen despots bowed the head; in the lands 
of Goth and Vandal, stately cathedrals reared their splen- 
did towers and spires. In the recesses of Indian forest, up 
the deep rivers of Africa and South America, along the 
frozen coasts of Greenland and Alaska, the pioneer 
preachers made their pilgrimage. Let every village preacher, 
who climbs in a rude rostrum to give out a text and preach 
a sermon to a meager handful of somewhat stolid hearers, 
remember to what majestic fraternity he belongs and what 
romantic traditions he inherits.’ 


“The Ministry of Jesus Christ! What a supreme 
joy and privilege! May God forgive us who are 
so often all unworthy of our high calling.” 

Then leaning over the pulpit and looking down 
into the faces of his people, he said, “Friends, I 
have reminded you this morning of the glorious 
history of the Ministry, glorious, not because of 
the men who preach, but because of the Lord Jesus 
who has called and sent them forth. 

“On the coming Sabbath, which is Christmas 
Sunday, we are asked to bring our gifts for the 
aged and disabled ministers, and the widows and 
fatherless children of those who have died, who 
are on the rolls of Ministerial Relief. Let us come 
then, bringing our gifts in joy and gladness of 
heart, with thanksgiving for these His servants who 
have indeed hazarded their lives for the name of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. 
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“Who knows, who knows, friends,” a passionate 
earnestness rang in the words, “but that, if we come, 
repenting us of our blindness, indifference, and 
neglect—dedicating ourselves anew to the service 
of our Lord—we, too, may know for ourselves the 
joy of that ancient Christmas carol, 


“And all God’s bells shall ring 
And all God’s angels sing, 
On Christmas day in the morning!” 


The minister was standing at his study window 
when his wife came in, the tears shining in her eyes, 
. “O Dick, forgive me, I might have known you 
would. You spoke a good word not only for the 
old minister but for Jesus Christ Himself. But I 
want to tell you about Hugh, before he comes in to 
see you. When I told him that you could not make 
a special appeal for the Joy Gift this year, he said 
in a hesitating way, ‘Mother, is Dad just a little 
ashamed of being a preacher?’ ‘Why, Hugh,’ I 
said, ‘of course not, how could you think such a 
thing?’ 

“Because I just wondered. Somehow he doesn’t 
seem to care much about the old ministers and 
their families—and they are his brothers, aren’t 
they? You know how, in our fraternity and on the 
team, the other fellows are our brothers and if any 
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one of them gets hurt or in any kind of a jam, why 
we are hurt, too, and we’ve got to help him out 
and share whatever we have with him. But Dad 
doesn’t seem to feel that way about his gang, so I 
thought maybe, down deep, he was sort of ashamed 
of being a preacher.’” 

“As thy servant was busy here and there—” said 
the minister, with a white, stricken face. 

“Wait, Dick, that isn’t the end. Hugh came in 
just now. You should see his face and eyes. 
‘Mother,’ he said, ‘will you tell Dad Id like to talk 
to him right away, if he’s not too tired? You 
see, I’ve been thinking about it quite a lot. But to- 
day I decided. I want to be a preacher—like Dad. 
There’s no other profession in the world I want to 
belong to so much—even if, at the end, I have to 
be a crippled, blind old preacher and get only a tiny 
bit of the Joy Gift!” 

“Send him to me, Marian, I’m all unworthy, but 
surely ‘all God’s angels will sing’ for this sinner 
coming home.” 

But at that moment the boy came in. Tall already 
as his father, he went to him and grasped his hand. 
For a moment they stood, needing no words, each 
looking deep into the other’s eyes. Then the boy, 
his young face illumined, said, “It’s great, isn’t it, 
Dad? You and I—we belong to an order.” 





For Secretaries of C. E. and M. R. 


ge will already have launched your Christ- 
mas ship when you read this, but there is still 

time for you to look about to see what can yet 
be done to make this the most joyous Christmas 
your church has ever known and the Joy Gift the 
largest your church has ever sent to our old minis- 
ters and their dependent families. 

First a Poster. The prettiest and most effective 
poster of last year was a reproduction of the Joy 
Gift offering envelope. Get your young people to 
make you one or more of these on large sheets of 
red cardboard and display them in every depart- 
ment of church and Sunday school. 

Ask members of the Home Circle and some of 
the young people to help you in sending a Christ- 
mas greeting card, with the Joy Gift offering en- 


velope enclosed, to every absent member of your 
church, asking them to join with you in keeping 
this dearest and most beautiful festival of the year. 


“For Christmas calls, ‘Rise Love and be astir, 
Come forth dear Love, now is the Christmastide!’ 
And ever at that call, hearts open wide.” 


Then read the article in this issue of the 
PRESBYTERIAN Survey, “Three New Christmas 
Ways.” If you have not already done so, we think 
you will want to begin them all this year. We will 
have in our Christmas package two brief services 
which are suggested for family worship on Christ- 
mas Eve and Christmas morning. We hope that 
you will be able to get them widely used in your 
church. 





CHRISTIAN EDUCATION AND MINISTERIAL RELIEF 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1936—November 1, 1936 


$42,462.43 


Budget Receipts—April 1, 1937—November 1, 1937 


Increase for seven months 


$ 5,987.06. 
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Che Fellowship of Prayer 


O blessed day, which givest the eternal lie 

To self, and sense, and all the brute within; 
Oh, come to us, amid this war of life; 

To hall and hovel, come; to all who toil 

In senate, shop, or study; and to those 
Who, sundered by the wastes of half a world, 


Ill-warmed and sorely tempted, ever face 

Nature’s brute powers, and men unmanned to brutes. 
Come to them, blest and blessing, Christmas Day. 

Tell them once more the tale of Bethlehem; 

The kneeling shepherds and the Babe divine: 

And keep them men indeed, fair Christmas Day. 
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—CHARLES KINGSLEY. 


The people that walked in darkness have seen a great light: they that dwell in the land of the 
shadow of death, upon them hath the light shined... . . 


For unto us a child is born, unto us a son is given: and the government shall be upon his 
shoulder: and his name shall be called Wonderful, Counsellor, The mighty God, The everlasting 
Father, The Prince of Peace. 


Of the increase of his government and peace there shall be no end, upon the throne of David, 
and upon his kingdom, to order it, and to establish it with judgement and with justice from hence- 
forth even for ever. The zeal of the Lord of hosts will perform this—Isaiah 9:2, 6, 7. 


The Chinese are clever in devising gifts. They offer a box beautifully lacquered and artistically 
colored. You open it. Inside you find another box, no less beautiful but a little smaller. A third 
box is smaller still. Finally you come to the last box, exquisitely diminutive and fragile. With care 
you open it. It is empty. 

It is a sad world for those whose only gifts, like the Chinese boxes, are of the world. The 
opening is full of anticipation. The prospects shrink. The end is futility. Nothing remains. The 
champion of the prize-ring receives his knockout. The beauty of the screen loses her looks and her 
salary. The statesman vanishes into oblivion. The veteran has to sell his medals. 


Not so with God’s gifts. God gives an acorn. There grows an oak. From the oak a forest. 
From the forest ships on the sea, homes for the people of the world, schools, palaces, edifices, 
churches. 


God gives a grain of wheat. It springs up, not itself alone, but multiplied a hundredfold. And 
today so abundant is wheat that man knows not how to distribute the supply among the nations. 
The Child of Bethlehem was as the grain of wheat. But who can count the sons that He has 
brought into glory? 

Here we are again at the loveliest season of the year. I say the loveliest because it is the most 
heavenly and Christlike. The season when the domestic festivities and social beneficences and gen- 
erous gift-bestowing deeds of our merry Christmastide make the bells to chime and the organs to 
peal and the choirs to sing and the children to carol and the ministers to proclaim, “Christ is born!” 


It is an expressive and appropriate way to bid farewell to the old year and give welcome to the 
new. Let us cast off the old man, his disagreeableness, his selfishness, his depression, his irritability, 
his cowardice, his unkindness, and put on the new man, joy, faith, service, loving obedience—in 


God’s Unspeakable Gift to the world, Jesus Christ. 
Abridged from article in the War 
Cry by Commander Evangeline Booth. 


PRAYER } 


Jesu, Son of the Virgin pure, 

Be Thou my pilgrim staff, 
Throughout the lands, 
Throughout the lands, 

Thy love in all my thoughts, 
Thy likeness in my face, 

May I heartwarm to others 

And they heartwarm to me, 
For love of the love of Thee, 
For love of the love of Thee. 


(Old Gaelic Rune.) 
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Three New “Ways” for Christmas 


RULY we can never say that we have dis- 

covered and explored all there is to know about 

Christmas. For year after year we find that 
here a church in this state and there a church in 
another state, far away, have discovered a beautiful 
new way of telling the Christmas message and 
spreading its joy. Doors into the inner gladness of 
Christmas suddenly open in blank walls, and then 
we realize that we never shall come to the end of 
the mystery and miracle of Christmas—just because 
it is divine. The ancient Irenaeus asked and an- 
swered his own question: “What new thing then 
did the Lord bring in coming? Know that He 
brought all newness in bringing Himself.” We hear 
a voice say, “Behold I make all things new,” and 
we see that Christmas is indeed “the festival of 
Christ for the renewing of man’s faded fields.” 


The “Way” of Christmas Family Worship: From 
the First Presbyterian Church of Birmingham, 
Alabama, Rev. John M. Alexander, minister, a 
simple outline for a family worship service on 
Christmas morning, suggested by the pastor, went 
out last year to every home in the congregation. 


Lighting up the Churches at Christmas Time: It 
happened, a year or two ago, that a certain woman, 
her eyes having been opened, looked about her and 
said: “It is strange, very strange, that at the Christ- 
mas season, every store, every shop and filling sta- 
tion, every home is lighted up, but our churches are 
dark and cold and closed.” That comment was 
passed on to “those whom it might concern.” This 
was last year’s experience in the Westminster Pres- 
byterian Church, Charlotte, N. C., Dr. Chas. M. 


Boyd, pastor, as related by the young people’s 
leader: 

“You may be interested in the lighting of our church at 
Christmas time. I went to an advertising man to buy some 
silver tinsel to use on our star. He became quite interested 
when I told him what we were going to do and offered to 
cut the star for us. He cut a hole in each point and one in 
the center for lights. The star was three feet in diameter. 
When I offered to pay him he refused to take anything. 
Some one gave us three smaller stars with colored bulbs in 
the center of each. The next problem was to get some 
one to put them up for us. We learned the firemen would 
do that. Two of the boys went to the church each eve- 
ning and turned the lights on and off. 

“We received special recognition in the paper for our 
lighting and quite a number of people went past the church 
just to see the lights. It cost us less than three dollars. At 
least two other churches in town used lights.” 


A Home Christmas Service for Shut-Ins: Another 
woman who holds an important position in the 
woman’s work of our Church, wished that she 
might bring some of the worship and music and 
beauty of a Christmas service to her mother who 
had been ill for a long time. Suddenly she saw a 
way to do it. From the candle-lighting service of 
the Auxiliary Christmas program, she arranged a 
brief service to be held in the invalid’s room with 
the family and a few intimate friends gathered 
there with her. That mother will spend her first 
Christmas in heaven this year, but her last one on 
earth was made beautiful and happy for her with a 
Christmas service of worship brought to her bed- 
side. 

Might not these three new ways of keeping 
Christmas Christian become beloved and treasured 
customs in our Church? 





The Church’s UNFINISHED BUSINESS—the establishment of the 
Ministers’ Annuity Fund—is to be completed in the year 1937. 





Home Missions — Presbytery of Memphis 


(Continued from page 741) 


baptism of the Holy Spirit, but this can be experi- 
enced only after the upper-room attitude of prayer, 
self-surrender and consecration to sacrificial service. 
The power of preaching and witnessing is not in 
human eloquence, but in the eloquence of the Holy 
Spirit. A humble instrument like Peter becomes ‘a 
powerful evangel when filled with the Holy Spirit. 
An ordinary message like that delivered on the day 
of Pentecost becomes a flaming sword under the 
power of the Spirit. There was nothing extraor- 
dinary in the words of the sermon of Jonathan 
Edwards on “The sinner in the hands of an angry 


God,” but empowered by the Holy Spirit it caused 


men to grip the backs of the pews and cry for 
mercy. 


We need money and must have it for this work, 
but money without the Holy Spirit will not do the 
work. Some years ago the enthusiastic laymen 
banded themselves together and said, “We have the 
men and the money to evangelize the world in 
five years. We can do it, and we will.” They left 
out the essential element, and it was not done. The 
work can and will be done, as in the past, by the 
power of the Holy Spirit operating in answer to 
prayer, through lives surrendered to Him for 
sacrificial living and giving. 
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The Atlanta Youth Convention 


By Wattace M. Atston* 


““ A= young people today interested in mis- 


sions?” 
Have you ever heard this question asked? 

What answer would you venture? If “missions” 
is an enterprise of well-meaning but sentimental 
men and women who do not know what life is all 
about, an undertaking unrelated to the throbbing 
life currents of the present, unconcerned with new 
trends of thought and procedure, unwilling to rec- 
ognize and to deal with significant world move- 
ments—emphatically mo. But, if “missions” is the 
daring outthrust of vital Christian faith, the ex- 
peditionary force of a church militant, the answer 
of Christians who are alive to contemporary issues 
and aware of trends and movements that are “up 
to the minute”—well, why not? 

Was there ever a more opportune time than now 
for a great Church-wide Presbyterian Youth Con- 
vention on World Missions? The turbulent world 
situation? A trumpet summons! Evacuation of mis- 
sionaries?> An incentive to more fervent prayer! 
Indifference among church people? An opportu- 
nity for youth who are informed and willing! 
Changing conditions for missionary activity? A 


challenge to youth with clear heads and dedicated 


hearts! 
The Presbyterian Youth Convention on World 
Missions convenes on Tuesday night, December 28, 


) at the First Presbyterian Church, Atlanta, Georgia, 


of which the Rev. William V. Gardner, D.D., is 
pastor. The theme of the convention is “Facing 
Our World with the Living Christ.” The excep- 


: tionally strong program will include platform ad- 


dresses by such leaders as Dr. John A. Mackay, 
President of Princeton Seminary and recognized 
authority on Latin America; Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Whose great life as a missionary statesman is an 


ee 


“Director, Young People’s Work, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 
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unanswerable argument for missions, Dr. Oscar 
Blackwelder, pastor of the Lutheran Church of the 
Reformation, Washington, D. C.; Dr. W. Talia- 
ferro Thompson, of Union Theological Seminary, 
one of the most attractive speakers to youth in this 
country; the Rev. Frank W. Price, Jr., professor in 
Nanking Theological Seminary, and an outstand- 
ing young missionary leader of our Church in 
China; Dr. Frank Baker, president of the great 
Gammon Institute, at Lavras, Brazil; Dr. J. B. Bis- 
ceglia, of our Italian Institute, Kansas City, Mis- 
souri; Dr. Henry H. Sweets, Executive Secretary 
of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief; Dr. 
Homer McMillan, Executive Secretary of Home 
Missions, Dr. C. Darby Fulton, Executive Secre- 
tary of Foreign Missions; and others. In addition to 
these addresses, there will be give-and-take group 
discussions; a panel discussion on “Kingdom Build- 
ing Today” in which outstanding leaders in our 
Church’s work at home and abroad will participate, 
a program of sacred music; and exhibits of our 
Church’s work. The sessions of the convention will 
close on Thursday night, December 30, with a com- 
munion service. 

Who may attend the convention? Young people 
of the ages 18-25; those in college, even though 
they have not yet attained the age of 18; and mem- 
bers of Synod Young People’s Councils are eligible. 
A registration fee of two dollars will be charged. 
Room and breakfast will be provided for each dele- 
gate to the convention by the Presbyterians of At- 
lanta. Delegates will be expected to take care of 
their noon and evening meals. It is important that 
registrations should be sent promptly to Miss Wini- 
fred Kellersberger, Registrar, Agnes Scott College, 
Decatur, Georgia. For further information write 
to the Rev. Wallace M. Alston, Convention Direc- 
tor, Presbyterian Building, Richmond, Virginia. 

—W. M. A. 




















CHRISTMAS 


From the Diary of a Director of Religious Education 
By Avtne McKeEnzie* 


OVEMBER 15th—“Can we see the Little 
Child, is He within?” 

The superintendents of the Children’s 
Division met again today working on plans for 
Christmas. I was glad that each one had read care- 
fully “The Road to Bethlehem,”’** a guide to the 
observance of Christmas in children’s groups, which 
was given them last month. 

What shall be the purpose in the plans for the 
Christmas season? All agreed: 

First, to help the children think more of giving 
than getting and most of all of the Christ, for it is 
His birthday we are celebrating. 

Second, to help the parents to permeate both the 
preparation and celebration of Christmas in the 
home with the gladness of the shepherds and angels, 
and the reverence of the Wise Men as they pre- 
sented their gifts and worshiped the Christ Child. 

Then we faced squarely the question: “What 
can the Church do in helping parents discover the 
way to an unhurried and unworried Christmas, not 
making of it just a time for extravagant spending, 
but seeing in the Christmas candles ‘a symbol of 
the Great Love which dipped a lustrous spirit into 
human form that the world in its darkness might 
be illumined and made beautiful’.” 


Nursery DEPARTMENT PLANS 


During the first week in December the mothers 
will be invited to the superintendent’s home for tea. 
(No babies, please, they are too young for parties! ) 

Several carols will be sung by the group to get 
the Christmas atmosphere and feeling. Two of the 
children’s songs will be practiced and copies given 
the mothers that they may sing them to their chil- 
dren at the quiet times all through the month. I 
believe “Baby Jesus” and “Away in a Manger,” 
from Worship and Conduct Songs were the ones 
chosen. 

A few books and toys “just right” for young 
children will be shown and explained. There will 
follow a discussion, “free for all,” led by a wise 
and experienced young mother on “Christmas Day 
in the Home” (she being asked to read at the close 
of the discussion Luke 2:8-20, bringing freshly to 
their attention the exquisite beauty of the story, 


“Director of Religious Education in the First Presbyterian 
Church, Durham, North Carolina. 

**May be purchased from Presbyterian Committee of Publica- 
tion. Price 10 cents. 
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and suggesting that at some time during Christmas 
Day it be read in the family group). 

After serving tea, and just before leaving time, 
each mother will be given a copy of the Christmas 
story as it will be told in the Nursery Class every 
Sunday in December, so the mothers and the leaders 
may avoid confusing the child’s mind with different 
details of the birth of the “Little Lord Jesus.” The 
story will be typed and mounted on stiff blue paper 
and decorated with gold and silver stars. On the 
Sunday before Christmas, the Nursery Class chil- 
dren will each be given a copy of the little book 
When Jesus Was a Boy by Mary Entwistle—how 
they love a little book! 


BEGINNERS’ DEPARTMENT PLANS 


A number of books having Christmas stories suit- 
able for the kindergarten age will be put on the 
browsing table, and the children will be encouraged 
to borrow them from the church library for their 
parents to read aloud during the week. The chil- 
dren will make simple gifts for their parents as 
described in the Teacher’s Quarterly. 

The invitations carried home by the children to 
the Christmas party, which will be held early in 
December before there is too much excitement in 
the air, will have a P.S. asking the parents to bring 
the children and stay to observe the games, hear 
the stories, and join in the singing of the Christmas 
songs with the group. While ice cream and star 
cookies are being served the children, the parents 
will sip tea and hear the plans for the Christmas 
Vesper Service. We want them to understand that 
at this service the whole family, fathers, mothers, 
young people, and children will take part in the 
worship, and in the simple and beautiful presenta- 
tion of a bit of drama making real the message of 
“peace and good will,” and that following this the 
congregation will be invited to go over to the 
Church House for a social hour of carol singing, 
fellowship, and simple refreshments. 


PRIMARY PLANS 

The children, with the help of the teachers, will 
work out a Christmas worship service for the home; 
these will be typed and, together with a red candle, 
will be carried home the Sunday before December 
25 with the request that the candle be lighted on 
Christmas Eve and that the family use the short 
worship service. They will share the copies of the 
service and the red candles with the Beginners’ De- 
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partment. (I hope this will bring a religious thought 
and meaning into the celebration that otherwise 
might be missing.) 

The plans for decorating a small tree and playing 
Santa Claus to a lonely foreign child in the neigh- 


'. borhood, making gifts for the church sextons, and 


planning a gift for the minister, will all be kept in 
mind by the teachers. 


Junior DEPARTMENT PLANS 
The Juniors will come together on some week- 


| day about the middle of the month with the fol- 


lowing activities planned: one grade will work out 
for the department a family worship service for 
Christmas Eve, tying candles on as the Primaries 


did; another grade will work out a créche in the 


fireplace in the church parlors; the other grade will 
cut out silver stars and hang them in the church- 


| school windows. This weekday meeting will also 


be a party. Refreshments will be served by the 
teachers. 

Now I must think of some of the other groups 
in the church. The leader of the auxiliary asked 
that I suggest a story for their Christmas program— 
what shall it be? O yes, “The Candle of Etienne 
Leblanc,” from the Feast of Noel by Crownin- 
shield—there is none lovelier! 

And the young mothers’ study group, what sug- 
gestions can be made to them? In their worship 
someone might read the poem, “The Beautiful 
Gift,” by Grace Noll Crowell, or a trilogy by Vera 
Campbell Darr called “Heritage,” “Environment,” 
and “Dreams.” For practical use, the story “His 
Birthday,” by Marguerite Harmon Bro, might be 
read, showing how parents and children and grand- 
parents can have a wholesome, happy day together, 
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a day in which the children do not become over- 
stimulated, tired, and cross—neither do the parents! 
The day and the story ending by the children trail- 
ing upstairs singing, “O Little Town of Bethlehem.” 
Then all is quiet. But a moment later a tousled 
head peeked over the railing, saying “Goodnight, 
Grandmother. Aren’t you glad the little Jesus was 
born?” ; 

If they should ask that I recommend a book for 
the family to read together before Christmas—let 
me think—O yes, This Way to Christmas, by Ruth 
Sawyer, would be enjoyed by parents, and children 
from five years up. I remember that one mother 
read it to her young son, starting ten days before 
Christmas Eve, reading a chapter a night. She says 
that was one of the happiest times they ever ex- 
perienced. It has variety, and such a climax and 
surprise at the last! 

I must remember to look over the church roll and 
see if I have a correct list of the families where the 
death angel has entered during the year. They must 
have a copy of Henry Van Dyke’s prayer-poem, 
“A Christmas Prayer for the Home.” This must 
be put in an attractive folder and mailed or carried 
to them with the explanation that many of the 
church friends read this at breakfast on Christmas 
morning, because Dr. Van Dyke expresses beauti- 
fully what is in their hearts. 

Well, it is quite late—another day ended. To- 
morrow I shall begin to get together material for 
the church calendars for December—a whole page 
each Sunday, a responsibility and an opportunity to 
reach the congregation at large with the thought 
that the Manger Child brings God’s love to them. 

Can we see the Little Child, is He within—our 
hearts, our homes and all of our Christmas plans? 





Informing Pamphlets 


By Joun L. Farrty* 


NUMBER of small booklets have come in a 
continuous stream to my desk—some of 
them reports, some of them discussions of 
phases of organization and program of religious 
education. The first on the list is the Report of the 
Conference of the United Christian Adult Move- 
ment that was held at Lake Geneva, July 9-14, 1937. 
There are several interesting things in this report. 
There is a description of some of the newer methods 


_ of conducting conferences. There is a clear-cut 





definition of the United Christian Adult Movement, 
a movement that is making itself felt today. There 


_—__-__-———... 


“Editor in Chief, Presbyterian Church, U. S. 


are the reports of the Commissions—Commission A 
on the local church program, Commission I on 
personal religious living, Commission II on Christian 
family life, Commission B on specific situations, 
Commission C on religious and economic life, Com- 
mission V on world relations, Commission III on 
the church in a changing order. These reports are, 
of course, the important part of the book. 

Each report should be accepted for what it is— 
the opinions of the members of that particular com- 
mission. None of the reports has the official ap- 

roval of the agencies sponsoring the conference. 
All adult leaders who desire to keep in touch with 
the Adult Movement, however, will be interested 
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in this pamphlet. A striking sentence from one of 
the reports: “We face misunderstandings, heartache, 
and suffering, but when the shadow of the Cross 
falls over our pathway we may be assured that we 


are drawing closer to our great Leader.” 
aa - - 


The second pamphlet is the Report of the 
Findings Committee of the Advisory Conference 
of Professional Leaders of Character-Building 
Agencies, held in Chicago, Illinois, February 10- 
11, 1937. This conference was made up of national 
and state representatives of character-building 
agencies, called together by the Counselor on Com- 
munity Relations of the-International Council of 
Religious Education. This group met during the 
annual meeting of the Council in February, 1937. 
About 48 persons, chosen from tax-supported in- 
stitutions and volunteer organizations, composed 
the group. Each person was chosen because of his 
actual experience and accomplishment in the field. 
The findings deal with the common interests of all 
character-building groups, the meaning of char- 
acter, the social forces that are developing character 
outcomes, the place of spiritual experience in 
character building, the distinctive services of these 
agencies, the vastness of the task, how the church 
can help, and how extra church forces can help. 
This report is not an official statement of the Inter- 
national Council, but the convictions of those who 
participated in the conference. The reader may 
not agree with all the findings, but will find them 
stimulating. 

* * « 

The third pamphlet is a 38-page booklet with the 
title, “Growth in Christian Service.” It was de- 
veloped coéperatively by the Protestant Evangelical 
forces working through the International Council 
of Religious Education, and was planned to help 
Christian workers to become “better in attitude, 
better in understanding, and better in skill.” This 
booklet describes fifteen roads traveled by others 
who have grown in grace, in spiritual power, in 
knowledge, and in ability to lead. These roads are: 
personal devotional practice, whole-hearted group 
worship, adventures in simpler living, missionary 
and evangelistic effort, hard work, new and difficult 
tasks, creative activities, social rebuilding, acquaint- 
ances with great religious leaders, appreciation of 
beauty, experiences in summer schools and camps, 
understanding viewpoints and interests different 
from our own, making friends across barriers, read- 
ing books about my task, systematic study. There 
is a description of each road, a list of books to aid 
the traveler on that particular road to enrich his 
private worship, space for the person who uses the 


December, 1937 


booklet to write out a plan for his private worship, 
and space for a record of what was actually ac- 
complished. 

Sunday-school teachers and leaders who wish to 
develop and strengthen their spiritual life will find 
many things of help in this booklet. 

* * * 


The next booklet on the list is a manual on 
Schools in Christian Living, published by the In- 
ternational Council of Religious Education. In the 
past three or four years there have developed sev- 
eral unifying Christian movements—the new home 
mission advance, the United Christian Youth 
Movement, the United Christian Adult Movement, 
and the National Preaching Mission. These Move- 
ments all have a great many things in common, and 
would gain in power and strength if brought to- 
gether into one great common movement. The 
United Christian Advance gathers these major field 
emphases into a comprehensive Christian strategy. 
In its immediate outreach it consists of three major 
forces: 1. The National Preaching Mission; 2. The 
Schools in Christian Living; 3. Projects in Christian 
Extension. 

This pamphlet describes the Schools in Christian 
Living. These schools are not to be confused with 
the Leadership Training Schools and Classes. They 
are not planned as a substitute for the systematic 
and thorough program of leadership education 
through which a total leadership for the church 
program may be developed. They supplement the 
program of leadership training. “Schools in Chris- 
tian Living are designed to deal with issues that are 
common to all, by pooling resources of leadership 
and equipment, by supplying a broader fellowship, 
and by bringing to bear the impact of united Chris- 
tian forces upon issues and tasks which exceed the 
responsibilities and capacities of individual 
churches.” This pamphlet defines a School in 
Christian Living, gives its aims, describes the va- 
rious types of these schools, suggests service pro- 
grams and schedules, and discusses methods, ad- 
ministration, and promotion. ; 

Since these schools are the second phase of the 
United Christian Advance and are planned to fol- 
low the National Preaching Mission, this leaflet 
will be of interest to a great many church leaders. 

oe a * 

The Church and Community Coérdination is a 
bulletin prepared for leaders interested in a more 
effective integration of religion and life, in the re- 
lation of religious education to general education, 
and in a greater participation of the church in the 
life of the community. It is the result of the study 
and experimentation of the Ohio State-National 
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Commission, representing six state and national in- 
terdenominational councils. This experiment in 
southeastern Ohio has been watched with great 
interest by church leaders, and they will find this 
bulletin, based on this experiment, of great inter- 
est. There are two parts: Part I, dealing with 
church relations in community coérdination, and 
Part II, dealing with church participation in com- 
munity codrdination. Appendix B gives a plan for 
studying a community; Appendix C describes a 
community census of children and youth; Ap- 
pendix D gives criteria for evaluating programs of 
community agencies; and Appendix E is an eval- 
uation sheet for community coérdinating councils. 
A selected bibliography will suggest materials for 


continuing this study. 
we ae * 
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The last pamphlet on the list is “How to Have a 
Happy Home” by Dr. Harold Francis Branch, 

astor of the First Presbyterian Church, Tusca- 
loosa, Ala. This book is composed of a series of 
lectures delivered in October, 1925, over a radio 
station in Chicago, while Dr. Branch was pastor of 
the Albany Park Presbyterian Church. It deals 
quite simply and reverently and helpfully with the 
elements of a happy home. The chapter headings 
will indicate the content: Marriage, The Husband’s 
Responsibility, The Wife’s Responsibility, Chil- 
dren’s Part in the Home, Brothers’ and Sisters’ Re- 
sponsibilities, The Memories of Home. It is issued 
by the Bible Institute Colportage Association, and 
sells for 1o¢. Pastors will find many uses for it in 
their work of developing happy home life in their 
congregations. 





American Youth Needs Alcohol Education 


By W. Roy Brec* 


HO needs alcohol education? Persons under 

25 in particular, and for several reasons. 

There is the crime reason—of which more 
later. There is the health reason, for youthful 
drinking is especially harmful to health, fitness, 
and the building of reserve powers. There is the 
career reason. Also economic considerations other 
than the mere matter of livelihood. 

And who should provide alcohol education? In 
order that the effects may be widespread, pri- 
marily the schools, and by means of the standard 
curriculum plus the same type of interest groups or 
activity clubs that the specialists in archery, natural 
science, Revolutionary history, and aquatics seek 
as part and parcel of the modern high school’s in- 
struction and guidance. 

For the young people who seriously want to go 
to the bottom of. the facts about alcohol, for all 
young people who want to sample fully the fun 
that can be had in self-propelled alcohol-free fun 
and companionship, I suggest the activity club— 
youth-led, youth-officered, counseled by a popular 
teacher—which a large number of high schools 
now provide and promote. I mean, of course, Al- 
lied Youth. To making this answer to a common 
problem better known and more widely utilized, I 
summon students, teachers, parents, and the com- 
munity at large! 

“But seriously, Breg,” the man across the street 





*Executive Secretary, Allied Youth, Inc., Washington, D. C. 


observes, “isn’t it sufficient that the teachers and 
the students between them provide alcohol educa- 
tion, through Allied Youth or otherwise, and let 
things go at that? Why bring the adults of the 
community into this? 


“It looks to me,” he adds, “as if young people 
are taking this whole alcohol business sensibly, right 
in their stride. I’ve seen figures, too, to show that 
crime is subsiding. Why get the whole commu- 
nity at work in supporting the Allied Youth type 
of alcohol education?” 

Now, Allied Youth, Inc., was a national force in 
modernized alcohol education before crime reasons 
for alcohol education began to loom as seriously 
as at present. Don’t think of the crime figures as a 
motive for adopting Allied Youth in the schools 
and neighborhoods of your city, but rather the 
need for and lack of trustworthy facts and a real 
activity program all pointed toward making alco- 
hol unnecessary, undesired, in the recreational and 
fellowship planning of the young people you care 
about. The crime figures I shall give are important 
because they show the unsettlement, an alcoholized 
unsettlement, of youth—even though crime in gen- 
eral is declining. 

In the first half of 1937, more than 250,000 ar- 
rests for state and local offenses, crimes, and vio- 
lations were reported to the Federal Bureau of In- 
vestigation, in connection with its famous finger- 
print records. 
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Violations of liquor laws accounted for 4,807 
such arrests. Of these, 1,829 offenders were under 
30 (a percentage of 38 in 100). And more than 
one-fifth of such offenders were under 25. Eighty- 
four were under 18! 

For driving while intoxicated, 10,599 arrests are 


reported in the first six months of the year. Those © 


under 30 accounted for 3,822 or 36% of this total. 
More than one-sixth of the number were under 25. 
Nearly 500 of these young offenders were not yet 
old enough to vote. 

Of the 41,043 arrested for drunkenness, 12,059 
or 29% were under 30 years of age. One offender 
in every seven was under 25. The 19-year-olds 
alone numbered 627, a figure just about equivalent 
to those under 19 who were so charged. 

Add these arrests, and you will see that one-fifth 
of the known crime in America is directly involved 
with liquor. 

In New York State, drunken drivers have in- 
creased ten times as fast as automobiles in use on 
the highways and streets. While the number of 
cars was increasing 5 per cent, the drunken driving 
rate went up 56 per cent in a single year. Con- 
necticut’s alcoholic-operator accidents jumped 
288% in one year. Cleveland’s coroner reports 
45% of fatal accidents involving motorists or pedes- 
trians show alcohol as a factor. 

There are other trends that are just as alarming 
for the future peace and happiness of your neigh- 
borhood. In a survey conducted by Dr. Paul Stu- 
denski in New York City and in Upstate New 
York, hundreds of students were found to be 
definitely misinformed on the real nature of the 
alcoholic drinks that they had stated they were 
using. Six hundred and ten students, ages 18 to 25, 
said they knew the physical effects of alcohol, out- 
numbering by 4 to 1 those who said they didn’t 
know. But these are the proportions by which this 
supposedly well-informed group was wrong about 
the nature and effects of the substance they all were 
using (only drinkers were so questioned): 

Is alcohol a stimulant? Yes, said 878; no, said 
194. Alcohol is not a stimulant; it is a narcotic de- 
pressant—just about the opposite! 

Does alcohol help to ward off disease? It does 
not, says medical science, and may often invite in- 
fections. (See British Medical Research Council 
reports, etc.) Students voted more than 3 to 1 
against the scientific evidence, with which obviously 
they were not acquainted. 

Does alcohol warm one in cold weather? It ap- 
pears to, says scientific evidence, because the skin 
is warmed—at the expense of cooling the interior 
of the body. But 919 drinking students said “Yes” 
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to the question, and only 285 (less than one-fourth) 
gave the correct answer, “No.” 

There is another question to which no small 
number of students, by their selection of activities, 
give the incorrect answer. That is, “Is alcohol 
needed or desirable in providing good times for 
young people?” A good many young people, who 
have obviously said “Yes” to some such question, 
are found to be quite unacquainted with numerous 
types of games, sports, competitions, crafts, hobbies, 
and forms of comradeship which are far more con- 
ducive to good citizenship, good health, safety, and 
the possibilities for a fine and happy career than 
alcoholized amusements. These groups, including 
many mild drinkers, are usually not vicious. Sel- 
dom do their activities incite to crime. The stu- 
dents that Dr. Studenski questioned are typical of 
the misinformation that exists in generally whole- 
some, non-criminal youth groups throughout the 
land. 

To find the right answers to these questions, and 
the question of interesting and desirable recrea- 
tion in particular, a growing legion of young peo- 
ple shares in the study, discussion, and fellowship 
activities of Allied Youth Posts, most of which are 
affiliated with public schools. 

This movement is endorsed on its merits, and 
after careful checking by the officers of leading 
education and character-aiding organizations and 
movements. (From the following endorsements, 
the editor may choose one or more commenda- 
tions, with which the article may be concluded.) 

* * R 

“Allied Youth’s message is unmistakable. And 
those who avail themselves of association with this 
great movement will find healthful, modern forms 
of recreation and good fellowship, thereby exclud- 
ing all intoxicants from life’s preparation for useful 
living. The presentation of the program is exceed- 
ingly practical and attractive. I hope every young 
person will have a chance to know and share in 
this program.” Mrs. RoBeRTa CAMPBELL LAWSON, 
President, General Federation Women’s Clubs. 

“Allied Youth has deservedly won the confidence 
of discerning men and women who are in position 
to realize what is at stake.” Dr. Joun R. Mott, 
Chairman, International Missionary Council. 

“We not only have a very large Allied Youth 
Post, but it numbers in its organization many of 
the best and most influential students. I think it 
can be positively said the Post is a strong factor in 
promoting a better understanding of and reaction 
to the alcohol situation.” Grorce C. Busx, Super- 
intendent, City Schools of South Pasadena, Cali- 
fornia. 
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By Henry W. 


| ORMERLY we published a number of country 


churches of distinction, but as the Department 

of Country Church and Sunday School Exten- 

. sion is now assigned the task of promoting Sunday 
' §chool Extension not only in the country churches 
» but likewise in the churches in the city, for the 
third year we are publishing a list of churches of 
distinction which includes country, town, and city 


- churches. 


| We are again dividing the pastorates or churches 
| into three divisions. 
| A: Churches or groups reporting less than 120 
| members. 


Churches of Distinction “A” Group’ 


McLAUGHLIN 


B: Churches or groups reporting 120 to 200 
members. 


C: Churches or groups reporting over 200 mem- 
bers. 


In order to qualify, the churches or groups must 
show a spiritual birth rate of at least five per cent. 
They must report a Sunday-school enrollment 
larger than church membership, and show contri- 
butions to at least four benevolent causes. 


The following are the Churches or Groups of 
Distinction having a membership of less than 120: 














Ch. S.S. Rec'd Sp'r. 
Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. P.F. B.R 
Bs as caer ss ene Dick cinind ancien Broad Street......... eee 96 143 25 26. 
See Ue ccancecss 8 ee 66 110 6 9.9 
ABPAL-ACTRIA <5. o0(0's. 0.5 0: 5ete Abingdon............ *Mount Carmel...... Be Wis PIDs oo siscce 112 220 10 8.9 
Coeburn Group...... eae 98 354 8 8.1 
a ere *Blowing Rock....... G. S. Buchanan...... 99 192 8 7.9 
SI i wicn-e-eceaanth LaFollette First...... J. W. Dunlap........ 82 122 8 9.7 
Serre IS so wsind:0's devia +. H. B. Ramsey....... 109 174 7 6.4 
Pe ies ocx areeun ae-aiheie Pass ansokiecee wa Chattahoochee Group. Jas. W. Marshall..... 102 153 13 12.7 
Marianna........... ~& |e 111 119 9 8.1 
SES FORAR i cx acraosare _ re J. G. Hutchinson..... 118 135 10 8.4 
Italian Mission....... W. B. Passiglia....... 61 240 28 45.9 
Miami Springs....... R. L. Torrence....... 77 136 38 49.3 
re Dunnellon Group..... Chas. S. Spencer... .. 91 104 13 14.2 
NN 6.00 tawcdeeionk Thomaston Group....R. F. Simpson....... 94 126 5 $.3 
Prd Sannkeneutn . _  oaieapers ee 93 164 18 19.3 
re Eo rr Stated Supply........ 58 99 13 22.4 
7 TD Ss cacchneeees CM See 56 61 8 14.2 
ee rs SI cc cmmatn nes *Guerrant Memorial..J. M. Bemiss........ 58 92 11 18.1 
{ Lexington-Ebenezer... Augusta............. T. D. Williams....... 80 165 19 23.7 
Muhlenburg......... DL nasosne «4 Joe D. Gardner...... 73 82 17 23.2 
Transylvania........ ee a. ei ere © | 130 8 Ton 
NR ans varncenahee er DeRidder Group. .... E, M. Stewart....... 116 150 6 5.1 
4 New Orleans......... *Jeanerette Group.... Pierre Danis......... 102 126 7 6.7 
© | PME sore sraieite-e mesh Robert I. Long....... 76 104 4 ee 
| eee **Bossier City....... le We Mas 00s 102 165 18 17.4 
MISSISSIPPI............. East Mississippi...... _. ——— J. B. Bittinger....... 90 110 8 8.8 
PR actenssennes *Long Beach Group...J. J. McInnis........ 104 150 8 730 
inter scrcewnees John Campbell,...... 72 89 15 20.8 
apie PEE eee ee John Crockett....... 60 152 17 28.3 
Corder Group........ Lenox Crockett...... 88 102 15 7, 
School of Ozarks..... SRA eae 117 200 20 10.2 
ee ae Daniel Van Houte.... 52 55 11 21.1 
| ee Sikeston Group...... Dorsey D. Ellis...... 115 175 8 6.9 
) ON Se St. Andrews......... W. D. Langtry....... 60 92 12 20. 
| Nortu Carouina........ ee «a D. F. Waddell....... 115 141 11 9.5 
2 ee Flow-Harris......... a) eS 68 106 16 23.3 
9 Fayetteville.......... Benson Group....... J. T. Echols......... 115 149 8 6.9 
OS ESE eS NO ES Thomas H. Hamilton. 113 115 14 12.3 
Kings Mountain...... es gg Ee G. W. Nickell........ 100 143 9 9. 
Mecklenburg......... *N. Charlotte........ 4 4 See 95 137 6 6.3 
DR ctidnenecee ss OS re 102 103 19 18.6 
Lee Park Group...... 45 eae 87 119 5 5.7 
se eee A. L. Thompson...... 51 110 4 7.8 
Winston-Salem....... Mocksville Group. ...W. C. Cooper........ 108 134 7 6.4 
Beulah Group........ J. R. Mallard........ 74 68 5 6.7 
B OKLAHOMA.............. ee  OOTCOR TTT Irving Place......... 5, i =e 77 125 21 27.5 
I arias Sean adnan PI seies.o <0is 0 Robert Hodgson...... 58 135 3 5.1 


_ Churches of Distinction for two years. 
*Churches of Distinction for three consecutive years. 





"Reports of the B and C groups of churches will appear in subsequent issues of THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY. 
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Ch. S.S. Rec'd 





Synod Presbytery Church or Group Pastor Mem. Enr. 
SNEDECOR MEmoRIAL....Central Alabama..... Brown Memorial..... J. E. Banter. . 0.00 ss 50 200 3 6. 
Central Louisiana. ...*Westminster........ Ey. We EIOWOb as 60 cw ae 79 210 4 5. 
N. & S. Carolina..... | 2). a A. J. Wilkinson...... 76 80 5 . 
SouTH CAROLINA........ Congaree.......0..+: on ellie op MOOI B. A. Reid........... 82 122 5 6. 
PN bir vessnvenet a eT F. E. Manning....... 90 120 14 15. 
co | | Sere ee: |) Se ie. A ee 59 62 4 6. 
*Germantown Group..J. A. Warren......... 116 176 7 6. 
Bolivar Group....... Harold G. Wise...... 84 194 11 13. 
pe eee ere ~ ere Temple B. Anderson.. 112 140 19 16. 
Northside........... . i a eee 100 129 9 9. 
i eee G. F. Gillespie....... 95 122 5 . 
*Westminster........ E,W, Bs ob we vee 100 148 9 9, 
Beaumont Second....W. A. Zeigler........ 68 102 g +t. 
a ee Stated Supply........ 67 80 7 10. 
a reer ee **Elwood Park....... E, B. Fincher........ 118 158 8 6. 
Grand Avenue....... R. A. Partlow........ 109 172 18 18 
go Re enepabibe WO ccc aacwa eee John: W.. Byrd... .... 72 83 6 8 
Fort Stockton........ A. Thos. Deal ....6-<: 115 126 12 10. 
*Coahoma Group..... Byron B. Long....... 91 128 9 
*Westminster........ Chalmers G. Long.... 111 120 11 
NG sa cccery mare on ee Hallsville Group...... A. J. Van Puffelen.... 91 112 6 
ae Stated Supply........ 59 99 4 
PIONS 6c aciencdees Mercedes Group...... R. M. Armendariz.... 89 155 6 
**Del Rio Mexican...Abraham Fernandez.. 95 130 11 1 
Laredo Mexican...... J. de la Luz C. 
Or Oe 111 135 13 1 
West Temas... ici Uvalde Pirat......5.. WP. DCR. isicscies 101 110 15 1 
Sanderson First...... he os ee 70 78 4 
~« > ee C. E. McStravick.... 68 95 15 2 
*Falfurrias First...... James E. Moore...... 110 124 8 
ps 2 5 John C. Ramsay..... 116 117 11 
er re A 58 68 10 1 
i re a East Hanover........ *Brett-Reed Mem’!Gr.Jos. S. Duckwall..... 119 124 6 
*1st Czechoslovak. ...Adolph Makovsky.... 79 116 5 
eo Hot Sorngs. ..s....%. G. W. Oldham....... 95 182 14 1 
Montgomery......... Vinton Group........ S. B. Ghiselin........ 73 188 8 
CNS ob rasdassens *Virginia Beach...... Re ea 84 98 9 
Cane Charles. ...... S. W. DuBose, Jr..... 96 98 7 
**Coleman Place..... So. %. Bmiuriat....... 112 179 
| ee vee So SR nee 116 159 
Makemie Group......F. D. Thomas........ 78 86 
eS Stated Supply........ 67 139 1 
ere Burton Memorial..... stated Supply.....-.- 101 136 
West Hanover....... Appomattox Group...R. E. Redding....... 111 144 
Davis Mem’l Group..H. W. Roth......... 116 120 
- Winchester.......... Se a eee 92 130 
om os WEsT VIRGINIA......... Biwestome........... Orevee OOK... +++s. J. D. Wilson......... 100 130 1 
= + oo eer *Lydia Robson Group.Herman Jones....... 118 237 1 
, TU, no seancageod E. S. McGavock..... 81 236 1 





RELIGIOUS EDUCATION AND PUBLICATION 


Budget Receipts for April 1, 1936—November 1, 1936 
Budget Receipts for April 1, 1937—November 1, 1937 


Increase for seven months 


$ 2,609.39 





husband in training a Christian family. The many 
Christian homes that are springing up here and 
there in the Kasai are like beautiful oases in a desert 
of heathenism and moral filth. 


Lastly, the statement must be made that, how- 
ever others may argue, for the Christian there is 
no other option than following the command of 





Mohammedanism and Our Mission in the Belgian Congo 
(Continued from page 718) 


Jesus Christ to preach His gospel in all the world | 
The depth of our Christian sincerity will always 
be tested by our obedience to that command. Goc 


help us say, 


“O Lord and Master of us all, 
Whate’er our name or sign, 


We hear thy voice, we heed thy call, 


We test our lives by Thine.” 


December, 1937 


non OO 








m= ANAAOO 
et 


yee” tO” LrOOmk WMOWINCOPWWaTRAT NH 


AUNT O STN Ue 





— od 
annooe 
nN 


eee OP 





IOWUIUNCOOWMN 


Noe 











ik aoe $28,855.78 




















— 


CARBAAUAAUA 
, an Ow 








_ 


Department of Woman’s Work of the 
Presbyterian Church in the United States 


JANIE W. McGAUGHEY, Secretary and Editor 


MRS. SARAH LEE VINSON TIMMONS, Assistant Editor 
Henry Grady Building 











—=— 


_ 





Ce el 
DU BARAROCS 


RPAUATONNMN 


_ 
cyto WR) LOOM? MOWTMNCOPWWaTPAT NH CS 


_— 





— — 
annoeo 
nN 


— 


IOWUUNCOOWN 


— — 
Noe 























Christmas Peace 


By Jutta BENSON PARKER 


Ring out, glad bells of Christmas time, 
Good tidings of a Saviour’s birth, 

Of God who came with man to dwell 
To bring redemption to the earth; 
Whose brightly shining star of hope 
Into a darkened world brought light, 
And down the years has brought release 
From all the evils that benight. 


Lord, let Thy radiance ever shine 
Anew in lives reborn of Thee, 

And Christ come in our hearts to reign 
That we true witnesses may be. 

May “peace on earth, good will to men” 
Re-echo in each Christian soul, 

And self be lost in service sweet 

As Christ did minister of old. 


Into a war-torn world bring love, 

And understanding of our brother-man; 
Into plowshares may our swords be beat 
And peace be found in every land. 

And hasten that triumphant day 

When all shall know and love the Lord, 
When He shall reign supreme for aye 
And law shall be His holy word. 





Atlanta, Ga. 
































































REAT interest is always evidenced in the 

announcement of the decision for the new 

Birthday Objective. According to the action 
of the Woman’s Advisory Committee, each synodi- 
cal president has the privilege of revealing this se- 
cret to her women at the synodical meeting. This 
is the first printed announcement of the 1938 Ob- 
jective. 

Our Birthday Offering for 1938 has been desig- 
nated “For Women and Girls of Other Races and 
Languages in the Homeland,” this gift to be made 
to the Executive Committee of Assembly’s Home 
Missions and administered by that Committee. The 
plan is that this offering be not used for the launch- 
ing of new projects, which would cause an in- 
creased burden upon the Executive Committee of 
Home Missions, but to strengthen work already 
established, thus making it more effective in King- 
dom service. 

What a thrill it gives us to think of this oppor- 
tunity of sharing in strengthening and enlarging 
the service of making Christ known among our 
friends of other races and languages right in our 
midst! Members of this home-mission family in- 
clude such groups as Mexicans, Italians, Chinese, 
Indians, Negroes, Latins, Czechoslovakians, Hunga- 
rians, Syrians, and Jews. Dr. Homer McMillan, in 
Other Men Labored, the home-mission book which 


Our 1938 Birthday Objective 









we are studying this year, says in speaking of the 
foreign-language missions: “In no part of our home 
mission responsibility is there a greater evangelistic 
opportunity or a more encouraging response.” 


The Birthday Objective will have a strong ap- 
peal to the hearts of all our women. It represents 
work that is being done in various sections of our 
Assembly. In the presentation of our Objective and 
in the educational promotion of it, we plan to make 
the appeal a general one for all this large home- 
mission family composed of these friends of many 
languages and other races. Such a presentation will 
challenge our united efforts in behalf of all these 
for whom we, as members of the Presbyterian 
Church, U. S., have a joint responsibility. We are 
not designating certain amounts for the different 
groups until after the offering is made. The fund 
will then be allocated according to the relative 
needs and opportunities of the respective groups. 


Again, our Birthday Objective challenges our 
women to a generous outpouring of love gifts for 
the great cause of sharing with others our Lord 
Jesus Christ and the blessings He brings to those 
who believe on Him and accept Him as Saviour. 
Let us give of our utmost that women and girls of 
other races and tongues may know Him whom to 
know is life eternal. 





The Auxiliary Calendar for December 


THE CIRCLE PROGRAM. 
Topic: Standing By. 

This program, which has been sent to all sub- 
scribers to circle program literature and which can 
be had by others on order for ten cents, has been 
prepared for the Committee on Woman’s Work 
by Miss Katharine See of the Executive Committee 
of Christian Education and Ministerial Relief. The 
program is quite different from those of former 
years. But there is one thing that must be kept in 
mind, and that is that the campaign for the Min- 
isters’ Annuity Fund in November must not be 
allowed to affect our December Joy Gift for Min- 
isterial Relief. Many people do not seem to under- 
stand that not one penny of the Annuity Fund can 
be used for Ministerial Relief. The Louisville Com- 
mittee writes: “Serious distress will come to these 
dependent families on the roll of Ministerial Relief 
unless we can make it clear that the need is VERY 
GREAT.” 

Circle Chairman, please see that every member of 
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your circle has a Joy Gift envelope and that each 
is informed concerning the need for this offering. 

True it is that certain seasons lend themselves to 
extra special festivities at the circle meetings. The 
Christmas season is one such time, so make it an 
extra special occasion, if it is convenient to do so. 
Use Christmas greenery and candles. Copies of the 
lovely poem in this issue of the Survey by Julia 
Benson Parker can be secured from the Committee 
on Woman’s Work, Atlanta, for ten cents per 
dozen. You may wish to give one to each member 
of your circle. 


THE AUXILIARY PROGRAM 


Topic: As with Gladness Men of Old 

This “Life Dedication” program, at which time 
will be presented our “Joy Gifts for His Messen- 
gers,” is one that every auxiliary will want to use. 
Price, 10 cents. It is a beautiful and impressive 
program, and one that will call forth real heart and 
life rededication on the part of those who want to 
give of their best in the Master’s service. 
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God's Lobe and Lovers of God 


Well may we cease our labours and rejoice to celebrate the birthday of Jesus. Never before 
was a life ushered in by so long a line of prophecy. Never before was a star set in the heavens 
to tell of a baby’s birth, or made to move across the night sky to mark the place where one lay. 
Never before were angelic voices heard to proclaim the purpose of a life. It was no ordinary 
happening that took place in Bethlehem more than two thousand years ago. Since that first 
Christmas, the birth of the Babe of Bethlehem has been celebrated with regularity; the good tid- 
ings of great joy which He came to bring have been proclaimed the earth around; and the 
world has thrilled over the salvation that has come to man. 

Let us, friends of the faith, arise and travel to that place in company with the wondering 
shepherds and worshipping Magi, there to view again the love of God and register ourselves 
as lovers of Him. 

The Love of God Our Saviour—(Read Luke 2:1-20 and Matthew 2:1-12 to note in the story of 

Christ’s birth the love of God our Saviour.) 

The two thoughts chosen for this Christmas meditation—the love of God and lovers of 
God—have come out of the passages of Scripture for daily reading for the month of December. 
In the Epistle of Paul to Titus we read these words concerning God’s love: 

“After that the kindness and love of God our Saviour toward man appeared, not by 
works of righteousness which we have done, but according to his mercy he saved us, by the 
washing of regeneration, and renewing of the Holy Spirit; which he shed on us abundantly 
through Jesus Christ our Saviour.”—Titus 3:4-6. 

Here we note that the fulness of God’s great love first appeared in His Son, who volun- 
tarily renounced riches and assumed poverty that we might be released from poverty and obtain 
riches. (Philippians 2:6-8.) The love of God was born of mercy in the heart of God: “Not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and sent his Son to be the propitiation for our sins.” (1 John 
4:10.) His was a love of saving power: “That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, 
but have everlasting life.” (John 3:16.) The love of God is a regenerating and renewing love: 
“If any man be in Christ, be is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are 
become new.” (2 Corinthians 5:17.) 

“Amazing love! 
He left His Father’s throne above, So free, so infinite His grace: 
Emptied Himself of all but love, And bled for Adam’s helpless race.” 

In view of the love, born of mercy in the heart of God, with power to save all who come 
unto Him through faith, and with power to transform human hearts, let us look at those who 
respond— 

The Lovers of God—(Read again the two records of the Christmas story to note the list of those 
who showed themselves lovers of God.) 

In Paul’s second epistle to Timothy this beautiful phrase is found amidst a detailed descrip- 
tion of those who have chosen rather to be lovers of pleasure. To note the futility of a search 
after pleasure read that account in 2 Timothy 3:1-4. Does not that contrasting phrase in verse 
four have in it a timely message for Christians, particularly in this month when we are cele- 
brating our Lord’s birth? How many Christians must be stamped as “lovers of pleasure” rather 
than “lovers of God,” by those who observe their methods for celebrating the birthday of their 
Lord! 

A Christian, who chose to celebrate Christ’s birth by giving gifts to those who perhaps 
would not be remembered in any other way at Christmas, rather than to close friends to whom 
she had given gifts year after year, wrote to her friends telling them of her plan. Her testi- 
mony was that not one of the friends to whom she wrote gave any word of comment on her 
plan or responded to her message in any way; yet she added that in her heart she had the great- 
est happiness that the Christmas season had ever brought. She by her gifts proved herself a 
true “lover of God.” What of our plans for this Christmas season—will they prove to others 
that we, too, are “lovers of God’? 

God forbid that by them others should be led to stamp us as lovers of pleasure rather than 
lovers of God. —JantE McCutcuen. 
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Just before the Montreat Auxiliary Training 
School an S O S was sent by the Committee on 
Woman’s Work to the district chairmen. Replies 
came almost one hundred per cent, and a study of 
these has shown what an exceptionally fine work 
is being done by these officers. 


This study also is a strong reminder that these 
women are giving of their time, their strength, yes, 
and of their means, to carry on this work. Let us 
look at some of the accomplishments reported, and 
at some of the aims or goals which these women 
have set for the Auxiliary’s Anniversary year: 


Many report as the outstanding accomplishment 
of the year, the re-organization of auxiliaries that 
had been inactive for years, and the organization of 
new ones. One chairman reported that her group 
conference met in a church that had never had 
such a meeting and didn’t feel that it could—but 
did. Every organized auxiliary in the district was 
represented at the meeting, and the result has been 
a more interested and active membership, with gifts 
to all causes. 


“We are stressing religious training for children 
in the home; also the importance of the family 
altar,” wrote one chairman, and surely her efforts 
are well worth emulating all over the Church. “A 
very successful District Auxiliary Officers’ Train- 
ing Class” was another “outstanding accomplish- 
ment” reported by some of the chairmen. Many 
others reported they were making an effort to have 
an A. O. T. C. in each auxiliary, taking this as 
their goal for the year. “To organize an auxiliary 
in every church in my district” was the expressed 
goal of many of the chairmen. “To have all my 
auxiliaries one hundred per cent in every phase of 
the work” was the high aim of at least one chair- 
man. 


One of the greatest problems seems to be that of 
the very small auxiliaries that, because they are so 
few in number, become discouraged and quit. In 
this connection we are reminded again of that very 





An Appreciation of the District Chairmen 


small auxiliary out in Texas composed of only two 
women. Several years ago, when we were in T exas, 
both of these women were at the Synodical Train- 
ing School and spoke of the pleasure they had in 
following in detail the Auxiliary-Circle plan! Why 
they said they enjoyed it so much they sometimes 
felt real selfish in having it all to themselves, and 
so they often would invite friends from other de- 
nominations to meet with them. You chairmen 
who have small auxiliaries that are doing a fine 
work, won’t you write to the Committee on 
Woman’s Work, Henry Grady Building, Atlanta, 
Georgia, and tell us about it? 

Here is the way co6peration is stressed by one 
chairman: “The old and new presidents of each 
auxiliary were asked to have lunch with me in 
March, at which time we planned our reporting, 
as a district, for the presbyterial. We discussed our 
problems and the disinterested woman was the great 
one. We decided that to pray for them by name 
each day was the best way to begin, and that God 
would then show us what to do for each one in 
each auxiliary. 

“The last week in July we will have a picnic, and 
before lunch have a conference hour or group dis- 
cussion and hear reports by women who attend 
Montreat Auxiliary Training School. Our women 
love an old-fashioned picnic.” 

It was very refreshing to read in many of the 
answers to the Quiz the note of joy experienced in 
the work. This testimonial from one chairman is 
typical of many received: “There is such splendid 
coéperation in this district that I can’t report any 
problems. It has been all joy so far as I, the chair- 
man, am concerned.” 

A Challenge—“So many of our chairmen think 
they have finished their duty when the group con- 
ference is over,” writes one presbyterial president. 
Let this be a challenge to continue working 
throughout the year in order that no auxiliary, re- 


gardless of size or location, may be discouraged. 
$s. L. T. 








The 1938 Church Calendar of Prayer, in a new and most attractive cover 
and size, is now available from the Presbyterian Committee of Publication, 
at 25 cents per copy. This daily guide to prayer will make an appropriate 


Christmas remembrance for Christian friends. 
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Development of Speech and Personality* 


By Narcissa T. SHAWHAN 


Montreat—July 14, 1937 


UBLIC speaking is not just a divine gift. There 
ie few great orators. 

Any woman can train herself to effective, 
clear, and welcome speaking. To be a good speaker 


. requires clear formulation of thought, putting 
_ thought into attractive form, ability to speak well 
- enough to be heard and agreeably enough to reach 
"an audience that wants to listen. What captivates 


an audience is magnified conversation. 
In the art of public speaking, there are three 


- characteristics necessary for effective speech: 





1. An honest conviction of the values of the 
things about which you wish to talk. 

2, Joyous enthusiasm over these things. 

3. Consuming passion to share these things with 
other people. 

Speech is dependent upon three languages for 


'} the expression of thought: 


The language of words (verbal) 
The language of voice (vocal) 
The langauge of bodily action (pantomimical) 


The language of words must be acquired—we 


| are not born with it. Most people are educated in 
' the use of words, but few are educated in the use 


of tone of voice and bodily action with which to 
express these words. 
There must be harmony between the workings 


of the mind, the spirit within, and the facial ex- 
pression. In many people there is a lack of har- 


i'r wine 


mony between the physical and the spiritual. The 
EYE is the center of all pantomime. Many faces 
register nothing, while other faces, by their glow- 
ing countenances, depict the thoughts within. 
People misunderstand ordinary words, due to 
the difference in languages and dialects, but the 
language of voice and body (tone and action) are 
natural languages and apart from words are capable 
of expressing feeling. Through pantomime, anger, 
and fear and pain can be expressed without words. 


| You cannot escape the language of bodily action. 


a See 


BRD T ned aex, 


Whenever you appear before a group of people, 
be sure that your posture is correct. Use a mirror! 
Practice before it a few minutes every day. Watch 
your facial expression and your bodily action in 
order to improve your personality and learn to 


e—_—— 


*The material given in this manuscript has been gathered from 
many sources, much of it from lectures by Hubert Greaves. 
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radiate that which is within. Also ask a good friend 
whom you feel is interested in your welfare to 
help you, through her kindly criticism, to acquire 
these traits, so necessary in the development of 
speech and personality. 

It does not matter so much what you say, as the 
way you say it. You can say a lot in three minutes 
if you know how to say it. 

By different modulations of voice, and different 
facial expressions, different meanings may be dem- 
onstrated. For instance: “How do you do?”— 
“How do you do?”—‘“How do you do?”—“How 
do you do?”—“How do you do?” This same sen- 
tence could imply gladness, joy, anger, pain and in- 
difference. Hubert Greaves, noted teacher of Pub- 
lic Speaking at Yale University, says: “Nervous- 
ness is the finest thing in the world provided it is 
controlled. The effect of modulation of voice and 
body tends to banish fear.” 

Every one should acquire the art of being a good 
listener. Salesmen should be good listeners, as well 
as good speakers. Very few people are good lis- 
teners, but talk all the time about themselves and 
their affairs. There are many women who are 
capable of great friendships, great service, and great 
success. But they fail because they lack the me- 
dium of expression. 

Since personality is such a tremendous asset in 
everything we do, we should guard against the 
false impressions we create by our manner, and 
should always express ourselves truthfully, sin- 
cerely and naturally to our fellowmen. In other 
words, be your own natural self. Most of us are 
much better than we seem, and it is only after peo- 
ple get to know us well that they realize what we 
really are. 

God gives life and the castle (our bodies) in 
which it is enshrined. We must hold sacred the 
house in which His Spirit dwells. Blind is that 
woman who thinks she has reached perfection, but 
most fortunate is she who realizes her limitations, 
and lends a listening ear to the better and higher 
things in life, in order that she may improve her- 
self. 

Let us improve our personalities and speech by 
putting into practice these fundamental principles: 

The language of words, the language of voice, 
the language of bodily action—the trinity that 
make up personality. 
















For the Home 


Circle Chairmen 


Dear HoMeE CircLe CHAIRMEN: 


As we approach this Christmas season, may it be 
with a deeper sense of the real meaning of its cele- 
bration. No one service, probably, could be more 
in keeping with the spirit of Him whose birthday 
it is than the seeking out some lonely person or 
some one in sorrow or a discouraged one. Surely, 
it will be a happy task for each chairman to see 
that every member of her circle is especially visited 
this month and some special cheer given her. 

One plan that might be used is to divide the 
number of Home Circle members into as many 
groups as there are general circles in the auxiliary, 
asking these circle members to be responsible for 
the number in their group. This may mean that 
no one auxiliary member will be responsible for 
more than one Home Circle member; therefore, it 
will be a simple matter for every woman in the 
church not able to be an active member to have 
some close affiliation with an active member. 

One auxiliary has reported that a certain circle 
has adopted an aged member of the church who 
loves to go for an automobile ride. What a simple 
thing it is for those driving a car to stop by and 
take this member for a ride, and yet what happiness 
can be given by such an act. The secret in this 
case was finding out the thing that this member 
liked so well to do. 

If suggestions are desired for possible gifts, the 
following may be of help: The 1938 Church Cal- 
endar of Prayer is of special importance and a gift 
that is most acceptable to any one. The price is 
changed to 25¢ and it should be ordered from the 
Presbyterian Committee of Publication, Richmond, 
Va. The Committee on Woman’s Work has three 
booklets of special interest: “A Guide to Prayer— 
Personal and Intercessory,” price 1o¢; “Unfailing 
Promises,” 25¢; and “Triumph in Christ,” 25¢. The 
last is full of messages for those in sorrow. “Un- 
failing Promises,” with its selected promise for 
every day, has truly been a source of unfailing joy 
to hundreds of men and women. For the Decem- 
ber free leaflets, available to Home Circle Chair- 
men, write to the Committee on Woman’s Work, 
enclosing postage, and ask for the number desired 
of each leaflet. 

May this Christmas Season and the New Year be 
full of rich joy in service for each of you. 


“God gives us all some small sweet way 
To set the world rejoicing.” 


GRACE WISNER. 


Family Groups Read 
Glorious Living 


How fortunate we are to have for our study 
book during foreign-mission season that collection 
of fascinating biographies, GLORIOUS LIVING. 
It is a wonderful book to read aloud in family 
groups, for what age does not thrill to adventurous 
living! Several people whom I know have tried 
reading GLORIOUS LIVING in family groups, 
and it has been a great success. I hope we can push 
such use of the book. I believe we need to get 
back to doing more things together as a family in 
the home, and I believe there are some tendencies 
that way now. We are indeed fortunate to have a 
book for foreign-mission season that can be used in 
so many ways and for several age groups, and above 
all one which tells so truly of how His “sent ones” 
are bringing in His Kingdom the world over. 

These short stories of pioneer women mission- 
aries who lived joyously, faithfully, and victoriously 
amidst all kinds of conditions should challenge us 
to cease our easy drifting and to live creatively. 
GLORIOUS LIVING is a real testimony to the 
joy of courageous Christian living. 


(Mrs. W. A. ) ANNIE KirK TURNER. 





Priceless Reminiscences 
A Gripping Story of Growth 


I picked up Yesteryears the other afternoon with 
the expectation of just dipping into it and then 
leaving it to be read “when there would be more 
time.” But, little did I know that it couldn’t be 
put down until I had read it from cover to cover. 

The historical facts that we thought we knew 
before are all there, but it is history made real and 
alive through the eyes and ears and experience of 
the one who had so large a part in shaping that his- 
tory. It abounds in humor and sparkle and charm. 

To the older Auxiliary member Mrs. Winsbor- 
ough has given priceless reminiscences, to the 
younger woman, a gripping story of growth and 
development, of revolution and evolution, that 
should be an earnest of greater things to come be- 
cause of those who are giving themselves to “Ad- 
vancing with Christ.” 


—Atice L. Easrwoop, Louisville, Ky. | 
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Maxine Our Cuurcu Joy-Girt Conscious 

(1) Displayed large poster, showing aged minister and 
his wife. - 

(2) During December wrote weekly message, dealing 
with Ministerial Relief, for the church bulletin. 

(3) The cause was presented in every circle at the regu- 
lar meeting during December. 

(4) The Joy Gift idea was presented throughout the 


, Sunday school, and envelopes were distributed. 


(5) Two plays were given, one in the church, and one 
at the regular auxiliary meeting in December. 

By the time of our December auxiliary meeting, I felt 
that opr church was Joy-Gift conscious, and that the mem- 
bers were fully aware of what the Gift meant to the faith- 
ful servants who could no longer minister to us. 

—First Church, Chattanooga, Tenn. 


SHARING THEIR OPPORTUNITIES 

For three years now we have had a “Joy Gift Tea” at 
the manse, in December. This gives us a chance to bring 
the members of both circles together in a social way. Then, 
outsiders can be invited to attend the tea and make a silver 
offering. Simple refreshments were served, and on each 
plate was a tiny, lighted white candle, carrying out the 
idea of the candle-lighting service. 

—Summerville, S. C. 


In December a combined meeting of all the circles was 
held at night, so the men of the church could attend. 
—Central Church, Mobile, Ala. 


Two circles combined for the December program, meet- 


i ing at the schoolhouse in the mill settlement, with mill 


women who had never attended. Some had never heard of 
CE. & M.R. before. They showed interest, asked to be 
given Joy Gift envelopes, and sent a contribution for the 
first time. After the program and busir.ess, we served de- 
lightful refreshments that we had brought with us. Quan- 
tities of nice things were left over from the social hour; 
and these were sent to the sick and shut-ins in the mill 
village. Our pastor gave the devotional; some heard him 
that afternoon for the first time. We received a most 
cordial invitation to come back. I think this was one of 


| the most fruitful meetings of the year. 


—Purity Church, Chester, S. C. 


The gift envelopes were distributed to each circle mem- 
ber, even the home circle. Sunday afternoon before the 
service, the circle chairman personally visited each mem- 
ber of her circle, and collected the gift. In this way each 
woman in the church was personally contacted. The gift 
more than doubled any in the history of the church. 

—Bennettsville, S. C. 
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ICIARY CANTERN 


Mail Suggestions fo 
The Auxiliary lantern, 


Sent Life Dedication cards to the “shut-ins”; also remem- 
bered them with a cheery Christmas card and birthday 
cards. Enlisted their prayers and offerings. 

—Oxford, Ala. 


One of the ladies who is a shut-in made most of the 
stockings we used. 
—First Church, Fayetteville, N. C. 


Tey Usep THEsE PLANs 
The December Auxiliary meeting was a very large one, 
held in a home. 
—Reynolda Church, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


The idea of letting a little Junior boy give the talk 
“This Little Candle” before all the Sunday-school depart- 
ments was perhaps the most impressive and effective way 
of spreading this message. 

—First Church, Baton Rouge, La. 


Four elderly ladies of the church lent a tender, gra- 
cious air to the program as they sat at the front table and 
lighted the candles at the appointed time. 

—First Church, Columbia, S. C. 


One Secretary of C.E. & M.R. went Home during her 
term of office. Her successor reported: “We made our 
Joy Gift a memorial to our dear friend and secretary, Miss 
I, M. Purser.” 

—Second Church, Newport News, Va. 


At the roll call, each of the twelve circle chairmen came 
from the back of the room to the front, bearing a deco- 
rated Christmas tree. They stood at attention while the 
offering was being received. After the offering, the trees 
were placed in a row on the platform, and presented a 
most beautiful sight. After the meeting, the trees were 
sold, and the money added to the Joy Gift. 

—First Church, Orlando, Fla. 


(This Auxiliary used the same plan, with this variation.) 
As each lady arrived she tied her offering (in a litte 
stocking) on a tree bearing her own circle number. 

—First Church, Fayetteville, N. C. 


Tue CoLtece STUDENTS 
In December, we sent “Season’s Greetings” to all our col- 
lege students, and included one of Mildred Welch’s Christ- 
mas stories. We also sent them the Life Dedication cards. 
—Princeton, W. Va. 


At Christmas we gave a party for our young people, 
honoring the students who were home for the holidays. 
We sent them special invitations before they got home, 
asking them to keep that evening open. 

—Harrisonburg, Va. 


The progressive dinner for the students and other young 
people, which was given for them during the holidays, 
was so nice that I would like others to know about it and 
try it. There were four courses, arranged just far enough 
apart to make the dinner interesting. Those ladies who 
used their homes to serve each course, enjoyed it also. 

—Ruffner Memorial Church, Charleston, W. Va. 
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Again Christmas... 


Once again we bring gifts of 
kindly cheer to those we love 
. and to everyone, every- 
where, we bring the gift of a 
Day made different from all 
other days... of a day when 
truly “peace on earth, good 
will toward men” lives in every 
heart. 

May we keep enough of its 
spirit to last the whole year 
through. 

—Juia STEVENS. 








Stewardship and Church Building 


By O. C. WILLIAMson* 


' —" ins 2 Rsk greater emphasis needs to be placed upon 


Stewardship in connection with the building of 

churches. During the flush period of the 
1920's, a large number of churches, carried away 
by the spirit of the times, built church plants far 
beyond the ability of the congregation to finance. 
As a consequence, during the past several years, 
many of our strongest congregations have not been 
able to carry their share of the load for the benevo- 
lent causes of our Church, and, necessarily, the 
work has been tremendously handicapped. 

The tragedy of church debts in its consequences 
in the every-day life of the church is second only 
to the let down in spiritual affairs which followed 
the World War. If an unwritten law could be 
carried out that no well-organized church should 
undertake an extensive building campaign until at 


*Rev. O. C. Williamson, D.D., is pastor of the High Point Pres- 
byterian Church, High Point, N. C. 


least 75% of the carefully estimated cost was al- 
ready secured in cash, not pledges, a great deal of 
grief and injury to the cause of Christ would be 
avoided. Too often our people remember that 
Solomon said it was not good for Jehovah to dwell 
in a tent, and forget that the successor to King 
Solomon’s temple is not a building of brick or stone 
but the living, breathing body of Christ’s followers. 
The word “church” is never used in the New Test- 
ament to refer to a building, but always to a group 
of believers. Of course, it is fitting that we should 
have suitable places in which to worship our God, 
and modern methods of religious education have 
made it absolutely necessary to increase plants for 
departmental work, but too often rivalry between 
denominations causes us to go beyond our depth 
in church building. Instances might be given where 
a massive church is pointed to as “a monument to 
a family’s pride”; or it is said that “Somebody told 
Doctor So-and-so to build him a church that would 
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be a lasting monument to himself.” Sometimes a 
pastor becomes ambitious to be known as a church 


| builder. This is a worthy desire, if by that phrase 
' is meant the planting of attractive places of worship 
» in any needy, vacant field; but it is an unholy am- 


bition if it is a manifestation of self-pride that leaves 

in its wake congregations which must struggle for 
_ ‘years afterwards to pay off the debts which were 
> left behind. 

' Frequently, congregations feel that the building 
program they are undertaking is within their means, 
' but it is often impossible to judge the future. De- 
creasing values in real estate may leave a congrega- 
tion with their old property, for which they hoped 
to get hundreds of thousands of dollars, worth one 
fifth or one fourth the amount expected. Nor is it 
_ safe to build upon pledges, however sincere may be 
- the intentions of those who make them. How much 
more sensible it is to insist that the full amount for 
which the contract calls be in the bank before the 
_ building program is started. Among others, the 
First Presbyterian Church of Shreveport, Louisiana, 
under the leadership of Dr. Jasper K. Smith, fol- 
lowed this plan with notable success. 

These are plain words which will doubtless strike 
too close to home in many instances, but let us 
see some of the results where a church is left with 
an overwhelming debt. 

I. The spiritual life of the church is deadened 

because the church tends to assume an in-look in- 
stead of an out-look. By keeping money matters 
constantly to the front, spiritual life is neglected, 
and the more important phases of the life of a 
church have to give way to raising money for in- 
terest and debt payments. Instead of having a 
world-wide vision, the church is forced to narrow 
its interests to her own four walls. 
_ IL. Benevolent giving is curtailed. When a church 
' with a heavy debt has to strain to the limit to meet 
_ its own obligations, naturally it is most difficult for 
it to maintain interest in the benevolent work of 
our Church. This is one explanation of our greatly 
decreased contributions to missions for the past 
several years. 

Ill. The growth of a church is handicapped by 
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a large debt. Members moving to town feel that 
the debt is a load which they themselves did not 
help to make, and therefore hesitate to transfer 
their membership to that church. Frequently, an 
elaborate church building tends to keep some peo- 
ple away since they do not feel at home in its at- 
mosphere, and it becomes a “one-class church.” 


IV. A large church debt is a fruitful source of 
dissension among church members. Where a man 
is heavily involved as security for church loans, it 
has even been a contributing factor in driving him 
into bankruptcy. Under such pressure it is very 
human to feel that: “So-and-so is not paying his 
part,” or “I am having to pay more than my part, 
because others, just as able, are paying less than 
their share.” 


V. Large church debts are not conducive to suc- 
cessful pastorates. One of our best ministers, labor- 
ing under a situation of this kind, remarked: “This 
cv.tinual harping on the raising of money soon be- 
comes a twice-told tale. A man after a few years 
of using every part of his influence to meet these 
obligations has to move on and let a new voice be 
heard.” It places a heavy burden upon the time 
and energy of the pastor, thus curtailing his activ- 
ities along the line of study and pastoral visiting. 
It may be said that the laymen of the church should 
handle the financial affairs, but in actual practice 
the leadership usually falls to the pastor, and his 
work along other lines suffers irreparably. 


Plants already built are now a matter of history, 
but surely out of the heartbreaking experiences of 
so many of our congregations some lessons for the 
future should be learned. Let us realize that it is 
required of stewards, pastors, officers, and building 
committees, that they be found faithful in the use 
of the Lord’s money, lest it be diverted from its 
proper use in furthering the Master’s Kingdom and 
be turned into buildings, erected not primarily to 
the glory of God and advancement of His King- 
dom, but as monuments to human pride and de- 
nominational rivalry. When planning to build, let 
a congregation “count the cost” and then raise it 
before the ground is broken. 





(Continued from page 722) 

The worship before tablets, supposed to contain 
the spirits of ancestors, so noticeable a part of 
Chinese life, is not recognized by Moslem rules; 
nor have they the Buddhist fear of constantly re- 
curring incarnation. But incense is burned at the 
graves of “saints” with the hope that the holy dead 
are nearer to God than we, and will present our 
prayers to Him, for there is a great traditional fear 
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Life — Without Death? 


of the Judgment Day. So few are telling them of 
Him “who liveth and was dead,” who “ever liveth 
to make intercession for us.” 

The Moslem is not an idolater, he believes in one 
God, but he has no Saviour who “tasted death for 
every man.” He only dimly sees a “prophet” and 
“teacher” in Him who is “the resurrection and the 
life.” 

—The Moslems in China. 
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you will like to trace Dr. Wilson’s journey. 


En route to Korea, 
September, 1937. 


ERE we are on our good ship headed once 
| more for Korea. The last few weeks of our 

stay in America were so filled with uncer- 
tainties and anxiety that we failed to show our 
appreciation adequately for the many lovely things 
you did for us and our children. Right up to the 
last moment before the ship sailed we were not 
fully sure that we could sail. Many advised us to 
wait for more definite developments, and the offi- 
cers said that our tickets would be good for a 
later sailing, but here we are almost to Honolulu. 

This is the fifth time for us to leave our loved 
ones behind and cross the great Pacific, and never 
has it been quite so hard to leave them as this time. 
We are leaving six of them, but are assured that 
: they are in God’s keeping, and that of our many 

‘4 kind friends. 

We drove in our car from Richmond, Virginia, 
to the coast via Montreat, North Carolina, and 
Columbus, Arkansas, where I had a farewell visit 
with my ninety-year-old father, and my mother 
Our speedometer registered 4,025 miles and smooth 
running all the way. We made the journey in leis- 
urely fashion, seeing many of the sights of our 
western wonderland; the “Carlsbad Caverns,” where 
we descended in an elevator 750 feet below the sur- 
face and lunched in a vast natural banquet hall 
along with 450 other “guests.” A great banquet in 
a vast hall that was 4,o00 feet long. Then onward 
through the “Painted Desert” which looked as if 
all the paint pots in the world had been spilled in- 
discriminately all over everywhere. “Grand Can- 
yon” came next, one of the world’s marvels, and 
as we approached it and gazed across the 18 miles 
of its breadth it seemed more like a fantastic dream 
than an actual reality, 217 miles long and a mile 


Across the United States —Across the Pacific 
The Wilsons Go Back to Korea 


About a year and a half ago, we published in this section a letter from Dr. R. M. Wilson, one of our medical mis- 
sionaries in Korea. Since then Dr. Wilson has been in America on a very busy furlough and is now back at his work in 
Korea or Chosen. We are glad that Dr. and Mrs. Wilson had such an interesting trip before they settled down to 
another seven busy years. We thank him for writing this account of it for us. If you have a globe or a map, perhaps 


deep! Then “Boulder Dam,” where our hearts 
swelled with pride that our American engineers 
were able to accomplish such a feat of engineer- 
ing, the greatest concrete construction in the world. 
A few days in Southern California, with relatives 
and friends, and then on up to San Francisco. 

This “Taiyo-maru,” of the Nippon Yusen Kaisha 
Line (Japanese) is a fine old boat, reconditioned, 
formerly of the German Line, and we are getting 
excellent service. On account of the war scare, 
many of the sailings were cancelled, but there are 
110 passengers in this tourist class in which we are 
travelling. I have never been on a ship where so 
much is done for our pleasure and comfort. We 
get a radio bulletin every day, but are not getting 
much war news. Maybe it is censored. 

I brought a couple of hunting dogs with me all 
the way from Arkansas. They were just pups, and 
the only way we could bring them was to tie them 
on to the hood of the car. They clogged the radia- 
tor a bit and got pretty hot themselves at times, so 
we had “hot dogs” a plenty across the Continent. 
Here on shipboard they are running about freely 
and having a good time, and are the pets of the 
passengers. They will be fine for hunting game in 
Korea. Each time that I come home on furlough I 
take back a dog or two with me. That is my great- 
est recreation at times when I have to get a little 
relief from the over-pressure of the work. 

Among those in our missionary party are: Mrs. 
Eugene Bell, Mrs. Wilson, our son, Bob, and my- 
self, for Korea. The Ericksons and Miss Ruth 
Buckland for Japan, and a number for India and 
Burma, but none for China. 


I sent a radiogram from shipboard to our station 
in Korea to advise them of our coming, for only 
30 cents in our money. Travel telegrams and such 
are much cheaper in Japan than in America, though 
the postage rate has doubled on foreign postage 
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The Children's 


since we were in Japan last year, so I may not be 
able to write as many letters as I used to. The radio- 
gram that I sent for 30 cents went a distance of 
2,300 miles, or about the distance across the United 
States. In Japan one may send a telegram in Eng- 
lish, Korean, Japanese, or Chinese at the rate of 10 
cents for ten words in our money, and in traveling 
one | secure a top berth (with a pillow pro- 
vided) for 33 cents over night. 

I never cease to wonder at the vast ocean and its 
mysteries. It makes one feel so very helpless and 
insignificant, and draws one closer to God, and 
makes one put one’s trust in Him. A great ship like 
this must often battle with the elements and bil- 
lows, so what chance has a mere man when cast 
overboard, unless there be “a great fish” or some 
other sort of submarine ready to take care of him! 
Looking across the ocean from shipboard one seems 
to get the impression of looking upward, and that is 
what our attitude should always be, is it not? Near- 


_ ing Honolulu the wonderful colors of the waters 


changed from blue-green to emerald blue, marine 
blue and almost every shade, and so clear that one 
could see far down into the depths. A day spent in 
Hawaii was a delightful change and a chance to go 
ashore and stretch our legs and get never-to-be- 
forgotten glimpses of the Paradise of the Pacific. 

The sea-birds always impress me. The albatrosses 
with their white wings followed our ship for 1,500 


| miles out to sea, rarely ever flopping a wing, but 
_ sailing along after the manner of an airplane. They 


follow us for the food and waste that is cast over- 
board, dropping down on the surface to pick it up 
ever and anon. Sometimes they so gorge themselves 
that they cannot fly, so have to sit down on the 
water until digestion is accomplished. Then at 
night, or evening time, they disappear entirely. 


| Where do they sleep? They are there the next 
_ morning, the same as ever, keeping pace with us as 
_ we travel at the rate of 400 miles a day. 


Every once in a while the prow of our ship 
plunges into a drove of flying fish which rise from 
the water and fly several yards and then drop in 
again. Then we spy the porpoises, tumbling and 


‘ playing, looking like a drove of wild water hogs 


rushing madly about. Occasionally we glimpse a 
whale coming up out of the sea, spouting a geyser 
of water and taking in a breath of air. These are 


)) the “cows of the sea” and frequently have their 
| little calves along with them, who take to their 
mothers from time to time for nourishment, just as 


little land calves do. 
We have lectures on board every day on some 


! interesting subject, by some one of experience. 


One day we had a fine lecture by a Japanese pro- 
fessor (in English) on the recent eclipse of the sun 


THE PRESBYTERIAN SURVEY 





767 


on June 8. He left Japan in May, went to Cali- 
fornia, and thence to Peru, in South America, tak- 
ing 5 months altogether, just to observe the eclipse 
which was all over in the space of 2 minutes and 35 
seconds. How’s that for scientific interest! 

This evening we are to have a special treat, a 
Japanese feast in real Japanese style. It is called 
soo-ke-ya-ka, and is composed of many Japanese 
dainties. We are to sit on our own legs (not chairs) 
and eat with chopsticks. My mouth waters for it, 
even at this moment. 

The crew gave a delightful play in native style 
last night. We have movies almost daily. We 
swim (in a tank) every day, play miniature golf, 
tennis, shuffleboard, and other games, so that there 
is something doing in all parts of the ship most of 
the time. 

We have had more real rest on this ship than we 
had in America, where we were on the go con- 
stantly. Here we have to eat and sleep and rest and 
recuperate for the arduous work ahead of us. Son 
Bob, and wife Bess, will stay aboard after we reach 
Yokohama, but I will speed ahead to Kobe and 
make arrangements for shipping our baggage and 
Chevrolet on to Korea, so as to have as little delay 
as may be. One hardly dares to anticipate what 
one may find in Japan or what the conditions may 
be. The whole world seems to have gone insane 
and this portion of it in particular. 

We are due to arrive in Japan on September 6, 
and should be in Korea by the middle of the month, 
barring unforeseen delays. We need your prayers 
and remembrances more this time than ever before, 
for we know not what these troublous times in the 
Far East may bring forth. 


Yours sincerely, 
R. M. Witson. 


* * 


Chunju, Korea, 
September 5, 1937. 
Dear FRIENDS: 

We have finally arrived and are getting settled 
again. Had a fine and safe trip all the way until we 
left Shimonoseki for Korea, when we struck a 
frightful typhoon, and after buffeting the waves 
for three hours we turned back to wait for it to 
subside. Finally we came across via Fusan and 
Chinju, as we could not make it by the direct small 
steamer to Reisui, our port for this section. . . . The 
Montgomerys have been refugeeing here from 
China but have now gone on to Pyeng Yang to 
put their children in school. Over here in Korea one 
would never know that there is a war going on so 
near by, but over in Japan there was tremendous 
excitement and much sending off of soldiers with 
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songs and banners and what not. Two transports 
were right alongside our boat for some hours after 
we left Japan, and we had a good view of the de- 
parting soldiers going over to China. Today is the 
opening of the hunting season, and Bob and I are 
getting our guns ready to go out as soon as we get 
our permits. A person may possess but one gun, so 
one is being registered in the name of each of us, 
for Bess, Bob, and myself. No doubt Bess will get 
a deer the first time she goes hunting, though she 
has never shot a gun thus far in her life, as far as 
I am aware, but one is never too old to learn and 
we are learning new things every day. 

We left our boat at Yokohama and Bess and I 
came across to Kobe by train, leaving Bob on ship- 
board to look after the baggage, and from Kobe 
onwards we took a train down to the southern end 


of Japan. 
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We had a fine reception at the station and then a 
wonderful reception at the leper colony. Several 
large arches of green boughs were erected in differ- 
ent places and the roads were lined with the lepers, 
each carrying a flag, and as we came walking in 
they all cried out in unison, “Mansai” which means 
“Please live ten thousand years.” I’m not so keen 
for that much longer life. 

After our reception at the colony our office staff 
there gave us a lovely yw-ke-sai dinner which Bob, 
Bess, and I devoured with great gusto. 

Everything in Japan looked like a handmade gar- 
den from one end to the other, especially beautiful 
after our many days on shipboard, with naught 
but sea water all about us to look at. One of the 
loveliest lands in the whole world, and what a 
tragedy that it should be plunged into war. 

Sincerely, 
R. M. Witson. 


If any of you would like to write to Dr. Wilson— 


Address: Dr. R. M. Wilson, Soonchun, Korea 
Postage: Letters five cents, postcards three cents 





“And the Government Shall Be Upon His Shoulder” 


(Continued from page 742) 


Only the shepherds understood, who had never 
been anything other than simple, and the Wise Men 
who had at last grown tired of being clever. 


HuMAN NATurRE PURIFIED 


What is the meaning of the surprise? What but 
the truth which Jesus began to teach when He laid 
down the rules of His government. God came at 
Christmas to surprise men with the news that there 
can be no more wonderful thing nor any more 
powerful than human nature purified. That is the 
gift that came to men’s minds in Jesus Christ. The 
only power that can ever make this world its slave, 
the only power that can dictate its peace, is human 
nature purified. All other ways of fashioning the 
destinies of men are as passing as the grass of the 
fields, unstable as the dross. 

The reason why the simple story has held men 
down the ages is because in our highest moments 
we know that, for all its paradox, the surprise is 
true! Just for a day we let the world turn upside 
down—lest we grow mad by its sane continuance. 
Just for a time, at Christmas, we do in fact believe 
in the possibility of human nature purified—and 
doesn’t it work better than all other ways? Just 


for a time men lay down their quarrels and stretch 
out hands of friendship, open their doors to the 
lonely, and open their hearts to the poor. The class 
war—shamed by the vision of a little King asleep 
in a manger—dies out of the hearts of men. 

We aren’t so annoyed with our neighbors, be- 
cause it’s Christmas, and we find they aren’t nearly 
as bad as we thought. Intent on giving, we forget 
to grasp—and lest any one should notice the light 
in our eyes, we make jokes that ‘it doesn’t work!’ 
Just for a time men seek first the Kingdom of God, 
and how richly are all other things added to them. 

Just for a time the government is upon His 
shoulders. Shepherds come into their own and Wise 
Men grow tired of being clever—and we know 
that it is more than poetry. Everyone knows it— 
just for a time. 

When will this mad world learn that the essence 
of the Saturnalia was that it was ‘just for a time’— 
and that the essence of the Kingdom, whose palace 
was a stable, is that it is forever? When we learn it 
and in the measure that any one learns it—we shall 
hear the angels sing. 


Abridged from article in the British 
Weekly by the Rev. George Macleod. 
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